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It all starts

with good

Keyboarding Skills

EDS Technology Grant Program

Proposal Summary

It all starts with good keyboarding.  The objectives of Lee Britain Elementary School are:

· Students would be introduced to keyboarding in the 3rd grade

· Project productivity will increase

· Students will learn proper posture and hand position 

Keyboarding at Lee Britain is done with a typing flip chart and a word processor.  If you look back that’s the way you may have learned to type in high school.  With the strong push on the use of technology Lee Britain would like to install age appropriate keyboarding software.  The software called, Type to Learn 3 would introduce keyboarding skills at the 3rd grade level. Not only will students be introduced to keyboarding they will also become fluent typist by following the twenty-five lesson program.


As students move onto other grades they will have the foundation and ability to create classroom and the Internet projects with speed.  With the software in the school network all age levels can practice and improve their speed typing skills.

The district of Irving recognizes creativity by sponsoring a media fair every year.  The media fair is a place for the students to show their projects to the whole district.  

Instructional Outcome

Keyboarding is the bases for technology and improves production.

Lee Britain sees the outcome of introducing keyboarding skills in the 3rd grade as a step to creating multi-media projects, report writing and most importantly preparing students for the future.  Also with the students learning correct posture, hand and arm placement it may lessen the risk for injury.


With the right training students can prepare and complete projects in a timely manner with the confidence of knowing the keyboard.  Eyes would be on the monitor instead on their fingers looking for the correct keys to hit.

The Type to Learn 3 software by Sunburst was reviewed by SuperKids,  http://www.superkids.com/aweb/pages/reviews/typing/ and Education World, http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/tech106.shtml 

as one of the best keyboarding software to teach kids to type.

Technology Evaluation

Type to Learn 3 has a way the teacher can evaluate the learner.  The evaluation tool is called Final Challenge; it ensures the skills are mastered with a test after each lesson.  The software also has reporting features for the teacher.  The teacher can monitor the students with printable charts that record the student’s level of participation, performance averages, and their best typing scores.

Innovation

1. Type to Learn 3 has a feature called Dictation Station, which is based on spoken prompts.  The feature helps students practice what they hear.  

2. Type to learn extends instruction by using a world history theme; like fixing a timeline.

3. Since all students aren’t the same the Type to Learn 3 program can be customized to the skill and ability of the learner, from the vocabulary to the time it take to complete a mission. 

4. The quick set up would be of great benefit to the special education student, especially the advanced options based on the student’s learning or behavior type.

Budget Summary

Lee Britain meets the minimum system requirements in the classroom and in the computer lab.

· Lab- 25 Compaq desktops

· Classrooms- 5 or more Compaq desktops


Type to Learn would be used in the lab for whole group learning and in all classrooms for practice. 

Physical Shipment

School Unlimited license $699.99 CD-ROM

_______________________________________________________

To see a preview of the software:

http://www.sunburst-store.com/cgi-bin/sunburst.storefront/EN/product/9482
Click Online Preview

Web Sites

http://www.eds.com/community_affairs/com_tech_grants.shtml E

EDS Grant Information web site

http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/tech106.shtml 

Education World review of Keyboarding Software

http://www.sunburst-store.com/cgi-bin/sunburst.storefront/EN/product/9482
Sunburst Products including Type to learn software

http://www.superkids.com/aweb/pages/reviews/typing/
Super Kids review of Keyboarding Software
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