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0.1. STANDARD STELLAR EVOLUTION

0.1 Standard stellar evolution

0.1.1 Hydrogen and CNO cycles

The energy production in the stars is a well known process. The initial energy which ignites
the process arises from the gravitational contraction of a mass of gas. The contraction
increases the pressure, temperature, and density, at the center of the star until values able
to start the thermonuclear reactions (see Supplement A), initiating the star lifetime. The
energy liberated in these reactions yield a pressure in the plasma, which opposes compression
due to gravitation. Thus, an equilibrium is reached for the energy which is produced, the
energy which is liberated by radiation, the temperature, and the pressure.

The Sun is a star in its initial phase of evolution. The temperature in its surface is 6000°
C, while in its interior the temperature reaches 1.5 x 107 K, with a pressure given by 6 x 10!
atm and density 150 g/cm?3. The present mass of the Sun is Mg = 2 x 10** g and its main
composition is hydrogen (70%), helium (29%) and less than 1% of more heavy elements, like
carbon, oxygen, etc.

What are the nuclear processes which originate the huge thermonuclear energy of the
Sun, and that has last 4.6 x 10° years (the assumed age of the Sun)? It cannot be the simple
fusion of two protons, or of a-particles, or even the fusion of protons with a-particles, since
neither 2He, §Be, or 3Li, are not stable. The only possibility is the proton-proton fusion in
the form

p+p—d+e +u, (1)

which occurs via the (§-decay, i.e., due to the weak-interaction. The cross section for this
reaction for protons of energy around 1 MeV is very small, of the order of 10723 b. The
average lifetime of protons in the Sun due to the transformation to deuterons by means of
Eq. 1is about 10! y. This explains why the energy radiated from the Sun is approximately
constant in time, and not by means of an explosive process.
The deuteron produced in the above reaction is consumed almost immediately in the
process
d+p— 3He+n. (2)

The resulting 5He reacts by means of
SHe + 5He — 5He + 2p, (3)
which produces the stable nucleus jHe with a great energy gain, or by means of the reaction
sHe + jHe — Be+ 1. (4)
In the second case, a chain reaction follows as

MBe+ e — ILi+ue, iLi+ p— 2 (3He), (5)
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Figure 1: The chain reaction (p-p cycle). The percentage for the several branches are
calculated in the center of the sun [1].

or
Be+ p— B+, sB— 2 (3He) + et +r.. (6)

The chain reaction 1-6 is called the hydrogen cycle. The result of this cycle is the
transformation of four protons in an a-particle, with an energy gain of 26,7 MeV, about 20%
of which are carried away by the neutrinos (see Fig. 1).

If the gas which gives birth to the star contains heavier elements, another cycle can occur;
the carbon cycle, or CNO cycle. In this cycle the carbon, oxygen, and nitrogen nuclei are
catalyzers of nuclear processes, with the end product also in the form 4p— 3He. Fig. 2(a)
describes the CNO cycle. Due to the larger Coulomb repulsion between the carbon nuclei, it
occurs at higher temperatures (larger relative energy between the participant nuclei), up to
1.4 x 107 K. In the Sun the hydrogen cycle prevails. But, in stars with larger temperatures
the CNO cycle is more important. Fig. 2(b) compares the energy production in stars for
the hydrogen and for the CNO cycle as a function of the temperature at their center. For
the Sun temperature, T,,, we see that the pp cycle is more efficient.

After the protons are transformed into helium at the center of a star like our Sun, the
fusion reactions start to consume protons at the surface of the star. At this stage the star
starts to become a red giant. The energy generated by fusion increases the temperature and
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Figure 2: (a) The CNO cycle. (b) Comparison of the energy production in the pp and in
the CNO cycle as a function of the star temperature [2].

expands the surface of the star. The star luminosity increases. The red giant contracts again
after the hydrogen fuel is burned.

Other thermonuclear processes start. The first is the helium burning when the temper-
ature reaches 108 K and the density becomes 10% g.cm™ Helium burning starts with the

triple capture reaction

3 (3He) — '3C +7.65 MeV, (7)
followed by the formation of oxygen via the reaction
2C+ JHe — 'S0+ 7. (8)

For a star with the Sun mass, helium burning occurs in about 107 y. For a much heavier
star the temperature can reach 10° K. The compression process followed by the burning of
heavier elements can lead to the formation of iron. After that the thermonuclear reactions
are no more energetic and the star stops producing nuclear energy.

0.1.2 White dwarfs and neutron stars

If the thermonuclear processes in massive stars achieve the production of iron, there are the
following possibilities for the star evolution.
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0.1. STANDARD STELLAR EVOLUTION

(a) For stars with masses < 1,2 M, the internal pressure of the degenerated electron
gas (i.e., when the electrons occupy all states allowed by the Pauli principle) does not allow
the star compression due to the gravitational attraction to continue indefinitely. For a free
electron gas at temperature 7' = 0 (lowest energy state), the electrons occupy all energy
states up to the Fermi energy. The total density of the star can be calculated adding up the
individual electronic energies. Since each phase-space cell d®p - V' (where V is the volume
occupied by the electrons) contains d®p - V/(2mh)? states, we get

E PR d3p PF d3p
- — 2 - E — 2 2.2 2,4 = e 203 5
v /0 @y ©P) /0 Quhyp VI H et = o)

e(r) = % {z(1+22%)(1+2*)"? — log[z + (1 + w)l/Z]} ) (9)

where the factor 2 is due to the electron spin, and

pre n\ /3 0 1/3
mec ng Po

myno
Ye
In the above relations pr is the Fermi momentum of the electrons, m, (my) is the electron
(nucleon) mass, n is the density of electrons, and p is the mass density in the star. Y, is the
number of electrons per nucleon.
The variable x characterizes the electron density in terms of

where

and py = = 9,79 x 10° Y, ! g/em®. (11)

ng = 5,89 x 10%Y cm ™. (12)

At this density the Fermi momentum is equal to the inverse of the Compton wavelength of
the electron.
Using traditional methods of thermodynamics, the pressure is related to the energy vari-

ation by
oE OF Oz 0E ( a:) 1 5 4 de

P——W——%W——% —W —§n0m6C$ % (13)
This model allows us to calculate the pressure in the electron gas in a very simple form. Since
the pressure increases with the electron density, which increases with the decreasing volume
of the star, we expect that the gravitational collapse stops when the electronic pressure
equals the gravitational pressure. When this occurs the star cools slowly and its luminosity
decreases. The star becomes a white dwarf and in some cases its diameter can become
smaller than that of the Moon.

(b) For stars with masses in the interval 1.2 - 1.6 M, the electron pressure is not
sufficient to balance the gravitational attraction. The density increases to 2 x 10'*g.cm™

Physics of Radioactive Beams - C.A. Bertulani 5



0.1. STANDARD STELLAR EVOLUTION

and the matter "neutronizes”. This occurs via the electron capture by the nuclei (inverse
beta decay), transforming protons into neutrons. The final product is a neutron star, with a
small radius. For example, if it were possible to form a neutron star from the Sun it would
have a radius given by

M\ 3 B 2x10% g 1/3
4 T\ 4x 14 -3 ~ 14 km.
5P 3 X2x10" gem

The process of transformation of iron nuclei into neutron matter occurs as following: for
densities of the order of 1.15 x 10° g.cm ™3 the Fermi energy of the electron gas is larger than
the upper energy of the energy spectrum for the S-decay of the isotope 32Mn. The decay of

this isotope can be inverted and two neutron-rich isotopes of 3°Mn are formed, i.e.,

SoFe+ e — 5Mn + v, (14)
These nuclei transform in 5$Cr by means of the reaction
SMn+ e — 58Cr+ v (15)

With the increasing of the pressure more isotopes can be formed, until neutrons start
being emitted:
X+ e — 57X 41+ .. (16)

For 53Fe this reaction network starts to occur at an energy of 22 MeV, which corresponds
to a density of 4x 10! g-cm™3. With increasing density, the number of free neutrons increases
and, when the density reaches 2 x 10 g-cm ™3, the density of free neutrons is 100 times larger
than the density of the remaining electrons.

0.1.3 Synthesis of elements

In Figure 3(a) we show the relative distribution of elements in our galaxy. It has two distinct
regions: in the region A < 100 it decreases with A approximately like an exponential, whereas
for A > 100 it is approximately constant, except for the peaks in the region of the magic
numbers Z = 50 e N = 50, 82, 126.

The thermonuclear processes 1-8 can explain the relative abundance of jHe, '2C and
180. The processes occurring after 3He burning mainly form isotopes of 29Ne, 22Mg and #Si.
We can understand the small abundance of the elements Li, Be and B as due to the small
velocity with which they are formed via the reaction 4 and the first equation of 5, while they
are rapidly consumed by the second reaction in 5 and the first reaction in 6.

The synthesis of elements heavier than oxygen occur when, after the helium burn, a new
compression and heating of the star rises the temperature to values higher than 6 x 10® K.
This situation ignites an intense carbon burning:

BC+2C — HNe+ jHe — 2Na+ p— Mg+ n— Mg+ 7. (17)
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Figure 3: (a) Relative distribution of elements in our galaxy. (b) The “onion” structure of
a supernova.

Carbon and oxygen can also burn simultaneously:
2C+ %0 — TMg+ jHe, etc, YO+ O — 2Si+ jHe, etc. (18)

For temperatures above 3 x 10° K more photo-nuclear processes appear. These yield
more nuclei to be burned and heavier nuclei are produced:

v+ BSi— Mg+ jHe, iHe+ 20— %S4 4, etc. (19)

Due to the large number of free neutrons, many (n,y)-reactions (radiative neutron cap-
ture) elements in the mass range A = 28,...,57 are formed. This leads to a large abundance
of elements in the iron mass region, which have the largest binding energy per nucleon. For
elements heavier than iron the nuclear fusion processes do not generate energy.

For A > 100 the distribution of nuclei cannot be explained in terms of fusion reactions
with charged particles. They are formed by the successive capture of slow neutrons and of
[~ -decay. The maxima of the element distribution in N = 50, 82, 126 are due to the small
capture cross sections corresponding to the magic numbers. This yields a trash of isotopes
at the observed element distribution.
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0.1.4 Supernovae explosions

It has long been observed that, occasionally, a new star appears in the sky, increases its
brightness to a maximum value, and decays afterwards until its visual disappearance. Such
stars were called by novae. Among the novae some stars present an exceptional variation in
their brightness and are called by supernovae.

Schematically a pre-supernova has the onion structure presented in figure 3(b). Starting
from the center of the star, we first find a core of iron, the remnant of silicon burning. After
that we pass by successive regions where 2Si, 10, 12C, *He, and 'H form the dominant
fraction. In the interfaces, the nuclear burning continues to happen.

The silicon burning exhausts the nuclear fuel. As we mentioned previously, the gravi-
tational collapse of the iron core cannot be hold by means of pressure heat from nuclear
reactions. However, Chandrasekhar [3] showed that a total collapse can be avoided by the
electronic pressure. In this situation, the core is stabilized due to the pressure of the de-
generated electron gas, P(r), and the inward gravitational pressure. This means that for a
given point inside the star,

Gm(r dP(r dp dP
- 2( ) p(T) - ( ) = _p 7
r dr dr dp
d
d—T = dmr?p(r),
dP M x?

IR Ve (20)
where m, and My are defined following Eq. 9.

This model is appropriate for a non-rotating white dwarf. With the boundary conditions
m(r = 0) = 0 and p(r = 0) = p. (the central density), these equations can be solved easily
[4]. For a given Y., the model is totally determined by p.. Figure 4 shows the mass density
of a white dwarf. We observe that the total mass of a white dwarf (of the order of a solar
mass, M = 1.98 x 10*3 g), increases with p.. Nonetheless, and perhaps the most important,
it cannot exceed the finite value of

M < Mgy, ~ 1.45 (2Y,)* My, (21)

which is know as the Chandrasekhar mass [3]. Applying these results to the nucleus of a star
with any mass, we get from Eq. 20 that stars with mass M > Mgy, cannot be stable against
the gravitational collapse by the pressure of the degenerate electron gas. The collapse occurs
inevitably for a massive star, since the silicon burning adds more and more material to the
stellar core.

At the beginning of the collapse the temperature and density are of the order of T' ~ 10%°
K and p ~ 3 x 10° g/cm®. The core is made of 5°Fe and of electrons. There are two
possibilities, both accelerating the collapse:
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Figure 4: Masses of white dwarfs calculated as a function of p., the central density. With
increasing p., the mass reaches a limiting value, the Chandrasekhar mass.

1. At conditions present in the collapse the strong reactions and the electromagnetic
reactions between the nuclei are in equilibrium with their inverse, i.e.,

v+ 58Fe <= 13(*He) + 4n — 124 MeV. (22)

For example, with p = 3 x 10 g/cm?® and T = 11 x 10° K, half of *Fe is dissociated.
This dissociation takes energy from the core and causes pressure loss. The collapse is
thus accelerated.

2. If the mass of the core exceeds M¢y, electrons are captured by the nuclei to avoid the
violation of the Pauli principle:

e+ (Z,A) — (Z—-1,A) + v.. (23)

The neutrinos can escape the core, taking away energy. This is again accompanied by
a pressure loss due to the decrease of the free electrons (this also decreases M¢y,). The
collapse is again accelerated.

The gravitational contraction increases the temperature and density of the core. An
important change in the physics of the collapse occurs when the density reaches prap ~
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4 x 10! g/cm®. The neutrinos become essentially confined to the core, since their diffusion
time in the core is larger than the collapse time. After the neutrino confinement no energy
is taken out of the core. Also, all reactions are in equilibrium, including the capture process
23. The degeneracy of the neutrino Fermi gas avoids a complete neutronization, directing
the reaction 23 to the left. As a consequence, Y, remains large during the collapse (Y. =
0.3-0.4 [5]). To equilibrate the charge, the number of protons must also be large. To reach
ZJ/A =Y, = 0,3-0,4, the protons must be inside heavy nuclei which will therefore survive
the collapse.
Two consequence follows:

1. The pressure is given by the degenerate electron gas that controls the whole collapse;
the collapse is thus adiabatic, with the important consequence that the collapse of the
most internal part of the core is homologous, i.e., the position r(t) and the velocity v(t)
of a given element of mass of the core are related by

r(t) = a(t)ro; v(t) = —r(t), (24)

where rq is the initial position.

2. Since the nuclei remain in the core of the star, the collapse has a reasonably large order
and the entropy remains small during the collapse [5] (S = 1.5 k per nucleon, where k
is the Boltzmann constant).

The collapse continues homologously until nuclear densities of the order of py ~ 10
g/cm? are reached, when the matter can be thought as approximately a degenerate Fermi
gas of nucleons. Since the nuclear matter has a finite compressibility, the homologous core
deccelerate and starts to increase again as a response to the increase of the nuclear matter.
This eventually leads to a shock wave which propagates to the external core (i.e., the iron core
outside the homologous core) which, during the collapse time, continued to contract reaching
the supersonic velocity. The collapse break followed by the shock wave is the mechanism
which breads the supernova explosion. Nonetheless, several ingredients of this scenario are
still unknown, including the equation of state of the nuclear matter. The compressibility
influences the available energy for the shock wave, which must be of the order of 10! erg.

The exact mechanism for the explosion of a supernova is still controversial.

1. In the direct mechanism, the shock wave is not only strong enough to stop the collapse,
but also to explode the exterior stellar shells.

2. If the energy in the shock wave is insufficient for a direct explosion, the wave will
deposit its energy in the exterior of the core, e.g., by excitation of the nuclei, what is
frequently followed by electronic capture and emission of neutrinos (neutrino eruption).
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Additionally, neutrinos of the all three species are generated by the production of pairs
in the hot environment. A new shock wave can be generated by the outward diffusion of
neutrinos, what indeed carries the most part of the energy liberated in the gravitational
collapse of the core (& 10°3 erg). If about 1% of the energy of the neutrinos is converted
into kinetic energy due to the coherent neutrino-nucleus scattering, a new shock wave
arises. This will be strong enough to explode the star. This process is know as the
retarded mechanism for supernova explosion.

To know which of the above mechanism is responsible for the supernova explosion one
needs to know the rate of electron capture, the nuclear compressibility, and the way neutrinos
are transported. The iron core, remnant of the explosion (the homologous core and part of
the external core) will not explode and will become either a neutron star, and possibly later
a pulsar (rotating neutron star), or a black-hole, as in the case of more massive stars, with
M > 25— 35Mg.

Type-II supernovae are defined as those showing H-lines in their spectra. It is likely
that most, if not all, of the exploding massive stars still have some H-envelope left, and thus
exhibit such a feature. In contrast, Type-I supernovae lack H in their ejecta.

Supplement A

0.2 Thermonuclear rates and reaction networks

0.2.1 Cross sections and reaction rates
The nuclear cross section for a reaction between target j and projectile k is defined by

number of reactions target 'sec™'  r/n; (25)
o= = :
flux of incoming projectiles NV

where the target number density is given by n;, the projectile number density is given by 7, , and
v is the relative velocity between target and projectile nuclei. Then 7, the number of reactions per
cm?® and sec, can be expressed as r = ovn;jnyg, or, more generally,

rj,k:/a\vj—vﬂdsnjdgnk. (26)

The evaluation of this integral depends on the type of particles and distributions which are
involved. For nuclei j and k in an astrophysical plasma, obeying a Maxwell-Boltzmann distribution,

2

B — s mj 32 _mjvj B 97
n.? _n](27Tk'T) eXp( ) jv.]7 ( )
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Eq. 26 simplifies to 1, =< ov > n;ny, where < ov > is the average of ov over the temperature
distribution in 27. More specifically,

Tik — < oV >j,k n;ng (28)
<ik> = <ovsie— (%)1/2(”)—3/2 / Eo(E)exp(—E/KT)dE. (29
0

Here 11 denotes the reduced mass of the target-projectile system. In astrophysical plasmas with
high densities and/or low temperatures, effects of electron screening become highly important.
This means that the reacting nuclei, due to the background of electrons and nuclei, feel a different
Coulomb repulsion than in the case of bare nuclei. Under most conditions (with non-vanishing
temperatures) the generalized reaction rate integral can be separated into the traditional expression
without screening 28 and a screening factor [6)

<Gk >"=flZ; 2y, 0. T,Y;) <Gk > (30)

This screening factor is dependent on the charge of the involved particles, the density, tem-
perature, and the composition of the plasma. Here Y; denotes the abundance of nucleus ¢ defined
by Y; = n;/(pNa), where n; is the number density of nuclei per unit volume and N4 Avogadro’s
number. At high densities and low temperatures screening factors can enhance reactions by many
orders of magnitude and lead to pycnonuclear ignition.

When in Eq. 26 particle k is a photon, the relative velocity is always ¢ and quantities in
the integral are not dependent on d*n;. Thus it simplifies to 7; = \;,n; and ), results from
an integration of the photodisintegration cross section over a Planck distribution for photons of
temperature T’

d’n, = ! £ dE 31

T = m2(ch)? exp( ,y/kT )—1 "7 (31)
E2

= A (T 3 E.. 2

Ty Ajr(T)n; /d / exp(E /kT) — 1d Y (32)

There is, however, no direct need to evaluate photodisintegration cross sections, because, due
to detailed balance, they can be expressed by the capture cross sections for the inverse reaction
l+m—j+7I7]

Gle AlAm )3/2<mukT

o )( 1 T2 22 < 1,m > exp(—Qum/kT). (33)

)‘jﬁ (T) = (

This expression depends on the reaction Q-value ()}, the temperature 7', the inverse reaction rate
< l,m >, the partition functions G(T') = > .(2.J; + 1) exp(—E;/kT) and the mass numbers A
of the participating nuclei in a thermal bath of temperature 7.
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A procedure similar to Eq. 32 is used for electron captures by nuclei. Because the electron
is about 2000 times less massive than a nucleon, the velocity of the nucleus j is negligible in the
center of mass system in comparison to the electron velocity (|v; —ve| = |v.|). The electron capture
cross section has to be integrated over a Boltzmann, partially degenerate, or Fermi distribution of
electrons, dependent on the astrophysical conditions. The electron capture rates are a function of
T and n, = Y,pNy, the electron number density [8]. In a neutral, completely ionized plasma, the
electron abundance is equal to the total proton abundance in nuclei Y, = ). Z;Y; and

ri= Aje(T, pYe)nj. (34a)

This treatment can be generalized for the capture of positrons, which are in a thermal equi-
librium with photons, electrons, and nuclei. At high densities (p > 10'2gecm™2) the size of the
neutrino scattering cross section on nuclei and electrons ensures that enough scattering events
occur to thermalize a neutrino distribution. Then also the inverse process to electron capture (neu-
trino capture) can occur and the neutrino capture rate can be expressed similarly to Egs. 32 or
34a, integrating over the neutrino distribution. Also inelastic neutrino scattering on nuclei can be
expressed in this form. Finally, for normal decays, like beta or alpha decays with half-life 7 /5, we
obtain an equation similar to Eqs.32 or 34a with a decay constant \; = In 2 /T /2 and

7“]' = )\jnj. (35)

The nuclear cross section for charged particles is strongly suppressed at low energies due to the
Coulomb barrier. For particles having energies less than the height of the Coulomb barrier, the
product of the penetration factor and the MB distribution function at a given temperature results
in the so-called Gamow peak, in which most of the reactions will take place. Location and width
of the Gamow peak depend on the charges of projectile and target, and on the temperature of the
interacting plasma (see Fig. 5).

Experimentally, it is more convenient to work with the astrophysical S factor

S(E) = o(E)E exp(2mn), (36)

with 7 being the Sommerfeld parameter, describing the s-wave barrier penetration n = Z; Zoe?/hv.
In this case, the steep increase of the cross section is transformed in a rather flat energy dependent
function (see Fig. 6). One can easily see the two contributions of the velocity distribution and the
penetrability in the integral

s\ 1 ™ E b
<oV >= <E) W/O S(E) exp |:_k_T — m] s (37)

where the quantity b = 2mnEY2 = (2u)Y?me?Z; Zy /h arises from the barrier penetrability. Ex-
perimentally it is very difficult to take direct measurements of fusion reactions involving charged
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Figure 5: (a) Schematic representation of the nuclear+Coulomb potential for fusion of
charged particles. (b) The integrand of eq. 29 is the product of an exponentially falling
distribution with a fastly growing cross section in energy.

particles at very small energies. The experimental data can be guided by a theoretical model for
the cross section, which can then be extrapolated to the Gamow energy, as displayed in Fig. 6(b).
The dots symbolize the experimental data points. The solid curve is a theoretical prediction, which
supposedly describes the data. Its extrapolation to lower energies yields the desired value of the
S-factor (and of o) at the energy Ej. The extrapolation can be inadequate due to the presence of
resonances and of subthreshold resonances, as shown schematically in the figure.

Taking the first derivative of the integrand in Eq. 37 yields the location Fj of the Gamow peak,
and the effective width A of the energy window can be derived accordingly

bkT\ */*
Ey, = (T) = 1.22(Z2 Z; AT;) P keV,

16 EokT />
A = T” = 0.749(Z2 Z}ATE) O keV, (38)

as shown in [10], carrying the dependence on the charges Z;, Zj, the reduced mass A of the
involved nuclei in units of m,,, and the temperature Ty given in 10° K. In Supplement A we show
how one can get extended analytical results for the effective S-factor for non-resonant reactions.
In the case of neutron-induced reactions the effective energy window has to be derived in a
slightly different way. For s-wave neutrons (I = 0) the energy window is simply given by the location
and width of the peak of the MB distribution function. For higher partial waves the penetrability of
the centrifugal barrier shifts the effective energy Ej to higher energies. For neutrons with energies
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Figure 6: a) Schematic representation of the energy dependence of a fusion reaction involving
charged particles. (b) The astrophysical S-factor as defined by eq. 36.

less than the height of the centrifugal barrier this was approximated by [9]

1 1 1/2
Ey =~ 0.172T, (l + 5) MeV, A ~ 0.194T, (l + 5) MeV.keV,  (39)

The energy Fjy will always be comparatively close to the neutron separation energy.

0.2.2 Reaction networks

The time derivative of the number densities of each of the species in an astrophysical plasma (at
constant density) is governed by the different expressions for 7, the number of reactions per cm? and
sec, as discussed above for the different reaction mechanisms which can change nuclear abundances

on; i i i
( ot )p:const: Z erj+ Z Nj,krj7k+ Z Nj,k,lrj:kvl' (40)
J Jik

Jk,l

The reactions listed on the right hand side of the equation belong to the three categories of
reactions: (1) decays, photodisintegrations, electron and positron captures and neutrino induced
reactions (r; = A;jn;), (2) two-particle reactions (r;; =< j,k > n;ng), and (3) three-particle
reactions (7 5, =< 7, k, | > njngn) like the triple-alpha process (a + o + a —'? C' + «), which
can be interpreted as successive captures with an intermediate unstable target (« +8 Ber —12
C + 7). The individual N”s are given by: N; = N;, NI, = N;/I[»" |N;, |\, and N7, =
Ni/ T IN;,. . The Nis can be positive or negative numbers and specify how many particles
of species ¢ are created or destroyed in a reaction. The denominators, including factorials, run
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over the n,, different species destroyed in the reaction and avoid double counting of the number of
reactions when identical particles react with each other (for example in the >C+'2C or the triple-
alpha reaction) [7]. In order to exclude changes in the number densities 7;, which are only due
to expansion or contraction of the gas, the nuclear abundances Y; = n;/(pN4) were introduced.
For a nucleus with atomic weight A;, A;Y; represents the mass fraction of this nucleus, therefore
2 A;Y; = 1. In terms of nuclear abundances Y;, a reaction network is described by the following
set of differential equations

Yi=Y NINY;+ ) NipNa<jik>YYi+ > Nipp°Ni <jkl>YYiY. o (41)
J 7.k 7.kl

Eq. 41 derives directly from Eq. 40 when the definition for the, Y;s is introduced. This set
of differential equations is solved numerically. They can be rewritten as difference equations of the
form AY; /At = f;(Y;(t + At)), where Y;(t + At) = Y;(t) + AY;. In this treatment, all quantities
on the right hand side are evaluated at time ¢+ At. This results in a set of non-linear equations for
the new abundances Y;(t + At), which can be solved using a multi-dimensional Newton-Raphson
iteration procedure. The total energy generation per gram, due to nuclear reactions in a time step
At which changed the abundances by AY;}, is expressed in terms of the mass excess ]\465,571-02 of the
participating nuclei

Ae ==Y AY;NsyMc, ¢==Y YiNaM. . (42a)
i i
Therefore, the important ingredients to nucleosynthesis calculations are decay half-lives, elec-

tron and positron capture rates, photodisintegrations, neutrino induced reaction rates, and strong
interaction cross sections.

0.3 Thermonuclear reaction rates: Models

Explosive nuclear burning in astrophysical environments produces unstable nuclei, which
again can be targets for subsequent reactions. In addition, it involves a very large number of
stable nuclei, which are not fully explored by experiments. Thus, it is necessary to be able
to predict reaction cross sections and thermonuclear rates with the aid of theoretical models.
Especially during the hydrostatic burning stages of stars, charged-particle induced reactions
proceed at such low energies that a direct cross-section measurement is often not possible with
existing techniques. Hence extrapolations down to the stellar energies of the cross sections
measured at the lowest possible energies in the laboratory are the usual procedures to apply.
To be trustworthy, such extrapolations should have as strong a theoretical foundation as
possible. Theory is even more mandatory when excited nuclei are involved in the entrance
channel, or when unstable very neutron-rich or neutron-deficient nuclides (many of them
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being even impossible to produce with present-day experimental techniques) have to be
considered. Such situations are often encountered in the modelling of explosive astrophysical
scenarios.

Various models have been developed in order to complement the experimental informa-
tion.

(a) Microscopic models. In this model, the nucleons are grouped into clusters. Keeping
the internal cluster degrees of freedom fixed, the totally antisymmetrized relative wave func-
tions between the various clusters are determined by solving the Schrodinger equation for
a many-body Hamiltonian with an effective nucleon-nucleon interaction. When compared
with most others, this approach has the major advantage of providing a consistent, unified
and successful description of the bound, resonant, and scattering states of a nuclear system.
Various improvements of the model have been made ([11]).

The microscopic model has been applied to many important reactions involving light sys-
tems, and in particular to the various p-p chain reactions ([13]). The available experimental
data can generally be well reproduced. The microscopic cluster model or its variant (the
microscopic potential model) has also made an important contribution to the understanding
of the key 2C(a, )0 reaction rate ( [12]).

(b) The potential and DWBA models. The potential model has been known for a long
time to be a useful tool in the description of radiative capture reactions. It assumes that the
physically important degrees of freedom are the relative motion between the (structureless)
fragment nuclei in the entrance and exit channels, and that the fragments themselves are
just accounted for approximately by the introduction of spectroscopic factors and strength
factors in the optical potential. The associated drawbacks are that the nucleus-nucleus
potentials adopted for calculating the initial and final wave functions from the Schrodinger
equation cannot be unambiguously defined, and that the spectroscopic factors cannot be
derived from first principles. They have instead to be obtained from more or less rough
“educated guesses.”

The potential model has been applied, for example, to the p-p chain *He (a,7)
"Be reaction [11], to the "Be (p,v)® B [14], and to the 8Li (n,~)” Li [15] reactions.

(c) Parameter fits. Reaction rates dominated by the contributions from a few resonant
or bound states are often extrapolated in terms of R- or K-matrix fits, which rely on quite
similar strategies. The appeal of these methods rests on the fact that analytical expressions
which allow for a rather simple parametrization of the data can be derived from underlying
formal reaction theories. However, the link between the parameters of the R-matrix model
and the experimental data (resonance energies and widths) is only quite indirect. The K-
matrix formalism solves this problem, but suffers from other drawbacks ([16]).

The R- and K-matrix models have been applied to a variety of reactions, and in particular
to the analysis of the 2C (a, 7)'® O reaction rate ([17]).

(d) The statistical models. Many astrophysical scenarios involve a wealth of reactions on
intermediate-mass or heavy nuclei. This concerns the non-explosive or explosive burning of
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C, Ne, O and Si, as well as the s-, r- and p-process nucleosynthesis. Fortunately, a large
fraction of the reactions of interest proceed through compound systems that exhibit high
enough level densities for statistical methods to provide a reliable description of the reaction
mechanism. In this respect, the Hauser-Feshbach (HF) model has been widely used with
considerable success. Explosive burning in supernovae involves in general intermediate mass
and heavy nuclei. Due to a large nucleon number they have intrinsically a high density of
excited states. A high level density in the compound nucleus at the appropriate excitation
energy allows to make use of the statistical model approach for compound nuclear reactions
[18] which averages over resonances.

A high level density in the compound nucleus permits to use averaged transmission
coefficients T', which do not reflect a resonance behavior, but rather describe absorption via
an imaginary part in the (optical) nucleon-nucleus potential as described in Ref. [19]. This
leads to the well known expression

mh? [ (2445, Eij)
(2J" + 1)(2J;+1)

T"(E,J, 7, EY J¢ 7TV (E, J,m, EY,, J 7t
X > (27 +1) i )T )
T;fot(E> J,’/T)

J,

Ufw(]’, 0; Eij) = (43>

for the reaction i*(j,0)m” from the target state i* to the excited state m” of the final
nucleus, with a center of mass energy E;; and reduced mass p;;. J denotes the spin, F the
corresponding excitation energy in the compound nucleus, and 7 the parity of excited states.
When these properties are used without subscripts they describe the compound nucleus,
subscripts refer to states of the participating nuclei in the reaction i#(j, 0)m” and superscripts
indicate the specific excited states. Experiments measure Y 0% (j,0; E;;), summed over all
excited states of the final nucleus, with the target in the ground state. Target states p in an
astrophysical plasma are thermally populated and the astrophysical cross section o7 (j,0) is

given by
2,20 + D exp(=EY/kT) 32, 07" (4, 0; Eij)
ZN(QJZ“ + 1) exp(—E"/kT)

The summation over v replaces T%(FE, J, 7) in Eq.43 by the total transmission coefficient

07 (J, 0 Eyj) = (44)

m? “m? m)

T,(E,Jx) = Y TYE,J = E, Jh.
v=0

E—Sm.o

T / S LB, 7 By s 7)o B s 7o) 0B (45)
v, JmTm
Emm b

Here S,,, is the channel separation energy, and the summation over excited states above the

18 Physics of Radioactive Beams - C.A. Bertulani



0.4. THE EFFECTIVE S-FACTOR FOR A NON-RESONAN'T REACTION

highest experimentally known state v, is changed to an integration over the level density p.
The summation over target states p in Eq. 44 has to be generalized accordingly.

The important ingredients of statistical model calculations as indicated in the above
equations are the particle and gamma-transmission coefficients T" and the level density of
excited states p. Therefore, the reliability of such calculations is determined by the accuracy
with which these components can be evaluated (often for unstable nuclei).

The gamma-transmission coefficients have to include the dominant gamma-transitions
(E1 and M1) in the calculation of the total photon width. The smaller, and therefore less
important, M1 transitions have usually been treated with the simple single particle approach
T o E® of [20]. The E1 transitions are usually calculated on the basis of the Lorentzian
representation of the Giant Dipole Resonance (see Supplement E). Within this model, the
E1 transmission coefficient for the transition emitting a photon of energy F. in a nucleus
A7 is given by

8NZ€21+XZ FGzE

T (B,) = SN2 |
K 3 A hc me? E?;Z —I—Faib?/

(46)

Here x(= 0.2) accounts for the neutron-proton exchange contribution, and the summation
over ¢ includes two terms which correspond to the split of the GDR in statically deformed
nuclei, with oscillations along (i=1) and perpendicular (i=2) to the axis of rotational sym-
metry.

Supplement B

0.4 The effective S—factor for a non-resonant reaction

In this supplement we show derivation of the effective S—factors Scs for non-resonant reactions.

0.4.1 Reaction rate and astrophysical S—factor
The reaction rate in the mixed gas of nuclei 1 and 2 is given by

1

R, =
2T + 019

NNy < O'(E)V >, (47)

where N;, 0(FE) and v are the number density of nucleus ¢ (@ = 1, 2 ), the reaction cross section
for the collision between nuclei 1 and 2 at the bombarding energy ( in the center of mass ) of £
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and the relative velocity between the nuclei 1 and 2, respectively. < A > is the average value over
the Maxwell-Boltzmann distribution

3/2
H 3 2
< A>= d°v A exp |—pv*/2kgT 48
(57) [ v A explo? 2k, (43)
where p, kg and T are the reduced mass M;Msy/(M; + M,), Boltzmann’s constant and the
temperature of the mixed gas, respectively. 015 avoids double-counting for the case of identical
particles. Transforming the variable in Eq. 47 from v to F using a relationship F = pr /2, one
obtains

NiNy (8 \'?/ 1 \*? [ E
- p— T ES(E — | —= +2m(E 4
Rio 1+ 61 (Wﬂ) kT /0 dE S(E) exp kgT +2mn(B) )1 (49)

where n(E) is the Sommerfeld parameter given by n(E) = Z;Zse*/hv ,where Z; is the atomic
number of the nucleus 7. On deriving Eq. 49 we employed the astrophysical S—factor, which is

defined as in Eq. 36. In nuclear collisions at energies much lower than the Coulomb barrier, main
energy dependences are 1/FE and exp|—27n(FE)]. They are attributed to the geometrical cross
section of a nucleus and the penetrability through the Coulomb barrier, respectively. Thus the
energy dependence of the astrophysical S—factor results from the nuclear structure effects and for
non-resonant reactions has a very weak energy-dependence.

In general, the nuclear reaction cross section at energies corresponding to the stellar interior
temperature ( e.g., temperature in the central region of the Sun is about a few keV ~ 107 K. )
is too small to measure using accelerators. One needs to extrapolate from data at high energies
( ~ a few 102 keV ) to such a low energy region. In some cases the energy dependence of the
astrophysical S—factor can be important to calculate the thermonuclear reaction rate.

Furthermore, due to developments of experimental techniques, experimental data with much
better accuracy are now provided. At the same time one starts to consider that the weak dependence
of S—factor on the energy should be taken into account. Formulae derived in this supplement are
useful for such cases.

Using new variable x = E/kpT and parameter

212262 1 b
G_{”m h 1w~cBT_\/kBT (>0) (50)

Eq. 49 is rewritten as

N1N2 8 1/2 *° a
= T — — . 1
Ry 1+ 00g (W,LLkBT) /0 dx S(xzkpT)exp T+ NG (51)

In the next subsection we evaluate the integral 51 by using a conventional stationary phase approx-

imation.
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0.4.2 Gamow peak energy

On evaluation of Eq. 51, it is useful to introduce the Gamow peak energy Ey and 7 = 3F/kgT.
They are calculated in the conventional stationary phase approximation.
The phase of exponential in Eq. 51,

a
V'

behaves like a parabolic function with a positive curvature. Based on the concept of the stationary

g(z) =z + (52)

phase approximation, we suppose that only a narrow range around the stationary phase position

' dg(z)
dx

= 1—%x53/2:0

r=x0
an 2/3
w o= (3) (53)

contributes to the integration 51. g(z) may be able to be expanded as a Taylor power series in x
around o up to the second order (Since g(x) behaves like a quadratic function)

1

9(x) =~ g(xo) + 3 9" (o) (& — 0)* (54)

where ¢”(z) is the second derivative of g(z) with respect to . Eq. 51 is then approximated to
N1N2 8 1/2 0 g”(xo) ;
Ry~ S(zokpT _ B ;
" 14 612 (Wuk;BT) (2oksT) /0 exp g(wo) + 5 (x — x0) x

NN, 8
N 1+(512 F[kaBT

)1/2 S(oksT) exp [—g(xo)] {2—”)}/ (55)

g// (:EO

The Gamow peak energy FEj corresponds to the stationary phase position o through
E(] = [L‘gk’BT . (56)

g(xo) and ¢”(xq) are given by

o) = vt o= () 4 (25) (5) =8 (5) =g

Jzo \2 2) \2 2 " kpT
3a _5;5 3 <a> <a>5/3 3 9
" — — — — . - = —_——= —
g'(z0) = % 2 \2/) \3 20 27 (57)

respectively, where we used Eq. 53. We reach an expression of the conventional formula of the
thermonuclear reaction rate

1 8\ 2 i
R ~ N, N S(Ey) = T 5%
12 %5 Fon 14V2 (ﬂ,ukBT> ( 0) 3(777') e ( )
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where the Gamow peak energy corresponds to the stationary phase position ( the position of the
minimum for g(z) ) and is given by

2

bkpT \ 3
E(] = SL’(]]{ZBT = < 5 ) (59>

On the other hand, 7 is the minimum value of g(z) and is given by
2
3E, b\3 1

3 kgT) 3 60
= =s(3) (60)

Concerning the reaction rate expressed in Eq. 58, three corrections are and will be needed
to treat future experimental data of nuclear reactions with great accuracy. One is for a weak but
significant energy variation of the astrophysical S—factor. Another is for a significant error resulting
from substituting a Gaussian form for the sharply peaked exponential in Eq. 54. The other is for
effects of electron screening (See Ref. [26], for example). We consider only the first two corrections.

Now let us introduce the effective S—factor. From Egs. 49 and 58, S(FEj) is expressed as

S(Ey) =~ {Q(M)l/%—f}l kBLT /Oo dE S(E)exp {— <I<:ET + 27rn(E))}

- \/z / dE S(E exp[ (kamm(E))] (61)

The r.h.s. of Eq. 61 is defined as the effective S—factor.

0.4.3 Evaluation of integration by uniform expansion

In this subsection we evaluate the effective S—factor

S, = \/Z / dE S(E exp[ (kawm(E)ﬂ

— {B(M)W } /0 da S(:Bk:BT)exp{ (x—l—%ﬂ (62)

taking into account a weak dependence of the astrophysical S—factor on the energy. Assuming that
S(F) is an analytic function of F, one can expand it as a Taylor power series in F around £ = 0

and £ = Ej

.1 [/d'S =1 dns
S(E) = = < ) Er=Y — (E — E)"
;n! dE™| z_, ;n! dE™|p_p,
. ]' dnS - r n Is n—r
—ZE<M%£>ZH(T)%E, (63)
n=0 =L0 r=0
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respectively. Using the power series 63, one can write Eq. 62 in the form

2 T (S
Seff—mr = {3(777—> e } Z n dE™

) fula) (64)

n=0 E=0
2 1/2 -7 TS (kBT)n d"s - r n r
Surws = {3t SSBEE (2 ) S oy (1) st
n=0 = r=0
respectively, where
e a
fola) = / dr x" exp {— (x + —)1 : (65)
0 VT
Using a new variable u = 2!, Eq. 65 is transformed to
1 o 1 1
fnla) = / du e (@) with H,(a,u) = unT + au 2T | (66)
n+1J/,

In order to evaluate the integration 66, we employ the uniform approximation. Since the phase in
Eq. 66, H,(a,u), behaves like a parabolic function with a positive curvature, we may be able to
perform a mapping u — ¢ which satisfies

H,(a, u(t)) = >+ Ala) (67)
u(t=—-o00) = 0, u(t = 00) =00, — > 0. (68)

The integration 66 thus reduces to

1 _ & du 42
fn(a):n+1e A/_ dt (E) e . (69)

o0

du/dt can be also expanded as a Taylor power series in ¢ around the stationary phase position for

12+ A(a), i.e. t = 0, and is written as
> . (70)
=0

du =tk dFty
a Z %! (dtk—i—l
k=0
) / dt t* e’
t=0/ J—o0

The integration 69 is then described by
oo
) / dt 1% e
— t=0 0

G_A 0 1 dk—i—lu
Ve AN 1 1 [(dPy
T o+l 2 B\ de2kt ’ ()
k=0 ' t=0
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where we used the formula

o cae? om  (2n—1)Y T
/0 dz e = on+1 q2n+1’ (72)

We calculate the stationary phase position defined as

OH,(a,u)

EW =0, (73)

U=Un,

to begin with. The kth-order derivative of H,(a,u) with respect to u is written in the form

P = L)
— wm ™ {Cin) + (=) Dy(n) wTH L (k>1) (74)
aw) = [[(5-0-0)  (k21) (7
i) = Il (s +G-0)  (k21) (70

=1

<
Il

Using Egs. 74 — 76, Hf,(Ll)(a, u) is given by

n 1 a 3
HW — it — T2t
w (@) = u {n—i—l 2(n+1)" }
w1 -
= ufnTln 1 {1 - %u T } . (77)

The stationary phase position u,, is then given by
2(n+1)

(@) m

One can also obtain the following relationship from Eq. 78

3
T\ 2
a=2 (-) . 79
3 (79
Since u,, = u(t = 0)( the property of the mapping u — t ), A(a) in Eq. 71 is calculated by

A= H,(a,u(t=0)) = H,(a,u,). (80)
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Substituting Eqs. 78 and 79 into Eq. 80, one can write A(a) as

A(a) = Hy(a,u,) = (uﬁl) ) (%)5 (umltl>1/2
()2 (D)0 .

3
Substituting Eqs. 78 and 79 into Eq. 74, one obtains the following expression

1—k(n+1)
H, = H,(lk)(a,un) = <Z>

3 {Cr(n) +2(=)*Dy(n)} . (82)

Using Eq. 82, H7(12)(a, uy,) is expressed by

Hy = H£2)<a’u”) - (%)_(MH) {njltl (n—lkl a 1) N (nil) (2(nl+ 1) " 1)}

We here rewrite Eq. 71 so as to have similar a structure of Eq. 55

1/2

f ( ) 1 27 H7(12)(&7 un) —Hp(a,un)

n a — - e n\a,Un
n+1 1 7 (a,u,) 2

> 1 1 d?k+1y
<> i (]
k=0 ' =0

B 1 {2 2(n+1)2 Z <T>2n}1/2 . H7(12)(a7un>
m 3 e —_—

n+1 3 3 2
0 1 1 42ty
X (—dt2k+1 _)
2 12 - (T\" -
= S (3) 2 Qululr), (84)
k=0
where
(2) 2k+1
1 1 [Hy'(a,u,) {(d*u
QQk(un[T]) = ﬁ E 2 ( d2k+1 t—0> : (85)
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0.4.4 Calculation of Qo (u,[7])

In this subsection we will show how to calculate ng(un), i.e. how to derive the kth-order derivative
of u(t) at t = 0. However, it is so elaborated that we will present the derivation of only the first
term of Qo (uy,).

Firstly, one differentiates Eq. 67 with respect to . Noted that we don’t write the parameter a
in H,, explicitly in the following.

dH,, (u(t)) _ dH,(u) du

o T - = 2t. (86)

If one substitutes u,, and ¢ = 0 into Eq. 86, both r.h.s and Lh.s in Eq. 86 vanish so that one cannot
obtain du(t = 0)/dt. Thus, differentiating furthermore Eq. 86 with respect to ¢, one obtains

2H, (du\® dH, [du
- - ) =2
e (dt) T <dt2) (87)

and
d 2
dt t=0 Hn (Un)
From Egs. 85 and 88, one can find easily
Qo(un) = 1. (89)

Repeating such differentiations, d*u(t = 0)/dt* is expressed by a multinomial of H¥ (uy). Fortu-
nately, Ref. [27] provides the multinomial for Q(u,) up to k = 10. We here show them in case
of k=2,4and 6

1
n —— (5H; — 3H,H
Q2(u ) 24]_]5, ( 3 2 4)
1
Qu(u,) = TIEa0 (385H3 — 630Ho H3 Hy + 105H3 H; + 168H Hs Hs — 24H3 He )
2
1 6 4 27173 172
Qs(un) = 147201 (425425H5 — 1126125H,Hy Hy + 675675 Hy HS H;
—51975Hj H + 360360 H3: H: Hs — 249480 H; Hy H Hs
+13608 Hy HZ — 83160H3 H3 Hg + 22680 Hy Hy Hg
+12960H; H3 H; — 1080H3 Hs) (90)
where
H, = HP (u,). (91)
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Using Eqs. 82, 75 and 76, one can reduce the above expressions to the following simple ones [28]

Qo(un(1)) = 1

1

Q2(uy (1)) = Tor [ 1202+ 18n+5 }

1 4 3 2

1
Qs(un(1)) = 3T (12)F 8 [1728n° 4 4320n° — 4320n* — 13320n° — 288n”

+6210n + 665 |

1

Qar(un(T)) = W (12)F Poy(n), (92)

where Py (n) are polynomials of n. We can finally obtain the reaction rate formula for the non-
resonant reaction

1 s \'"?2 .,
— NNy [ ——] = TS,
Itz 14 012 r <7Tuk3T) 3 (w7) 1 €77 Seys (93)

and two expressions of the effective S—factor

=1 drS . Pyu(n)
Seipomr = — B = —— 94
e = S8 () S o1
n=0 = k=0
=1 drs - n > Pyp(n—1)
s = She () S ()
2P\, ) 2 ) L
(95)
with
P[) (TL) 1
Py(n) = 12n* +18n+5
Py(n) = 144n* +336n> + 84n® — 144n — 35
Ps(n) = 1728n5 +4320n° — 4320n* — 13320n° — 288n? + 6210n + 665
PQk(n) T e e e e e s e s e e e (96)

High nth-derivative of S(E) and high-k terms involving 7% can be negligible practically so that

one can set the maximum numbers of n and k, ny;s and kpy, respectively. For example, if one

chooses nj; = 2 and kj; = 1, one can obtain the same expression of Eq. (5) in Refs. [29] and [26].
An example of Eq. 94 in case of nyy = 5 and kj; = 3 is given in Ref. [28].
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0.5 Role of exotic nuclei in nuclear astrophysics

0.5.1 Masses

Nuclear masses (equivalently, binding or separation energies) enter all chapters of nuclear as-
trophysics. Their knowledge is indispensable in order to evaluate the rate and the energetics
of any nuclear transformation.

Figure 77 displays the approximately 2500 nuclides that have been identified by now
in the laboratory. Among them, 286 are naturally occurring, the remaining ones being
artificially produced. As extended as it is, this data set does not quite meet the astrophysics
requirements. This is especially true when dealing with the r-process nucleosynthesis, which
involves a large number of nuclei unidentified in the laboratory.

The development of radioactive beam facilities allows an increasing variety of proton-
or neutron-rich nuclei to be studied, and this tendency will certainly develop further. The
accuracy of the measurements is also significantly improving, and may now reach the 10 keV
level, even for nuclei relatively far from the line of stability. Roughly speaking, these experi-
ments involve high-precision direct mass measurements using high-resolution spectrometers,
or indirect measurements based on the study of the energetics of a nuclear transformation
from which an unknown mass can be deduced from the knowledge of the other participating
nuclei. Despite the experimental advances, many masses remain to be measured in order to
meet the astrophysics needs, so that recourse has to be made to theory.

0.5.2 Nuclei at high temperatures

The existence in a stellar plasma of nuclei in their ground as well as excited states has
an important bearing on various decay modes or nuclear transmutations, and consequently
on different nucleosynthesis processes. In many cases, therefore, the determination of the
ground state mass is insufficient and the evaluation of “nuclear partition functions,” i.e.
sums of the equilibrium populations of the states of a nucleus, has to be carried out. This
is typically the case when abundances have to be evaluated in conditions where reactions
and their reverses equilibrate. An extreme case of this situation is the “nuclear statistical
equilibrium (NSE)” regime.

The fact that nuclear excited states enter various nuclear astrophysics calculations obvi-
ously makes indispensable the knowledge of nuclear spins and energies of these states. Such
information is often missing experimentally, especially when dealing with “exotic” nuclei far
from stability, or even with stable nuclei when high temperatures have to be considered. In
such cases, relatively high-energy levels may indeed be significantly populated.
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0.5.3 Nuclear decays and reactions via weak interaction

Weak interaction processes play a decisive role in a wide variety of astrophysical questions.
A very specific example of the importance of weak interaction concerns the starting trans-
mutation H + H — 2He + e + v, of the p-p chain of reactions, which is the essential
H-burning mode in the very large galactic population of stars with masses M < 1 Mg. In
more advanced stages of evolution, various sorts of weak interaction processes occur, some
of which are unknown in the laboratory, just as the H + H reaction.

Aside from the capture of continuum electrons on protons (and on iron-group nuclides),
various weak-interaction processes involving neutrinos also have an important bearing on
Type-I1 supernovae. The probabilities of production of all sorts of (anti-)neutrinos at the
centre of a nascent (hot) neutron star, certain reaction cross sections that determine their
transport rate to the neutron star surface, and the interactions of the emerging neutrinos
with neutrons and protons near that surface are expected to be essential ingredients of the
Type-1T supernova models [30].

The excited levels and ground state of a nucleus are very often populated in thermal
equilibrium, possible exceptions being certain isomeric states. These various levels may thus
contribute to the decay of a nucleus, so that its effective 3-decay half-life may strongly depart
from the laboratory value.

The development of radioactive beam facilities and of highly efficient detectors has been
quite beneficial. This is exemplified by the determination of the half-lives of the magic or
near-magic nuclei *°Cd, ®Cu, and of their neighbors taking part in the r-process [31]. The
use of a very fast in-flight separation technique has led to the measurement of the (-decay
properties of 4§ and %°~*7Cl [32], which are of astrophysical interest. The -decay half-lives
of neutron-rich Fe, Co, Ni and Cu isotopes of r-process relevance have also been obtained
following their production by neutron-induced fission [33]. Measurements concerned with
very neutron-rich nuclei have also been performed following their production in relativistic
projectile fission [34] or in fragmentation reactions [35]. On the proton-rich side, experiments
conducted at several facilities have helped clarifying the location of the proton drip line, and
have provided an ensemble of 3-decay rates of relevance to the rp- or ap-processes [36].

0.5.4 Nuclear decays and reactions via electromagnetic interac-
tion

Nuclei immersed in a high-temperature stellar photon bath may be subjected to photodisin-
tegrations of the (yn), (v,p) or (7v,«) types. Because of the experimental (and theoretical)
difficulties raised by the direct determination of photodisintegration rates, especially under
the constraint that the photons obey a Planck distribution law, use is usually made of the
detailed balance theorem applied to the reverse radiative captures of nucleons or a-particles.
This procedure makes clear that the photodisintegration rates depend on temperature T
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and on the reaction @Q-value as exp(-Q/kT). The Coulomb dissociation method [?] with
radioactive beams, to be discussed ahead, is an alternative method to probe some of the
reactions needed.

0.5.5 Charged-particle induced reactions

Direct methods have been, and still are, widely utilized in the case of stable targets, all
efforts being directed towards the development of techniques permitting to reach smaller
and smaller cross sections and/or higher and higher accuracies. Typically, use is made of
a dedicated accelerator delivering for several weeks low-energy ion beams of high intensity
(1 mA) on a target that is able to withstand the heavy beam load (hundreds of watts),
and that is also of high chemical and isotopic purity. A few per mil atoms of impurity can
indeed be responsible for a noise exceeding the expected signal. In the case of the commonly
used inverse kinematics geometry, a heavy-ion accelerator is often used in conjunction with
a windowless gas target of the static or supersonic jet type. New generations of detector
systems and pulse-processing electronics that have primarily been developed for nuclear
structure studies will certainly be most welcome in the attempt to measure sub-picobarn
cross sections.

In the case of unstable targets, two different direct approaches are envisioned, depending
upon the lifetimes of the nuclides involved in the entrance channel. The radioactive target
technique appears most profitable for radio-active nuclides with lifetimes in excess of about
one hour. It has been applied in particular to 22Na (p, 7)** Mg and 26Al%(p,7)27Si. In contrast,
the radioactive beam method is appropriate for shorter-lived species, and has without doubt
to be seen as a new frontier in nuclear physics and astrophysics. Two basic techniques can be
used to produce the high-intensity, high-purity radioactive beams that are required for the
study of the low-energy resonances or non-resonant contributions of astrophysical interest.

A major breakthrough is the direct use of medium-energy or relativistic radioactive ion
beams from projectile fragmentation. As an example, this technique has been has been
applied to the direct measurement of ®*Li(a,n)'B [38], which has been predicted to be of
interest in an inhomogeneous Big Bang model.

The indirect methods are a very important complement, or even an inevitable alternative,
to the direct measurements concerning reactions on stable as well as unstable targets. This
situation relates in particular to the extreme smallness of the cross sections of astrophysical
interest, or to the incapability of setting up radioactive beams of the required purity and
intensity.

Different indirect approaches have been developed and applied to a more or less large
extent, like (1) the use of transfer reactions, (2) the study of the inverse reactions, or (3)
measurements relating to the decay of radioactive beams. In cases where resonances near or
below the reaction threshold can contribute significantly to the reaction rate, extrapolations
of the rates from high energies to the Gamow window may fail. In such conditions, the
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Breit—Wigner parameters (energy, angular momentum, partial and total widths, and decay
modes) of the involved resonances must be determined independently. In nuclear structure
studies, this information is typically obtained via transfer reactions. They are well suited
for investigations using radioactive beams or targets.

0.5.6 Decay of radioactive beams

In certain cases, radioactive decays may offer an interesting alternative to transfer reactions
for exploring nuclear levels of astrophysical importance. For example, the S-decay of 2°Mg
has been studied in order to improve the knowledge of the 2°Na level structure above the
Na + p threshold, and concomitantly of the "Ne (p, 7)20 Na break-out reaction from the
hot CNO cycle [41].

Similarly, *C(a, 7)'%0 has been investigated through the 3-delayed a-emission from °N
[42] - [43], and through the (-delayed proton emission from "N [44]. These experiments
provide information on the E1 and E2 contributions to the rate, respectively.

Supplement C

0.5.7 Neutrinos as solar thermometers

The Sun serves as a very important test case for a variety of problems related to stellar structure
and evolution, as well as to fundamental physics. The central temperature Tt of the Sun is a
nice example of a physical quantity which can be determined by means of solar neutrino detection,
provided that the relevant nuclear physics is known (and neutrino properties are also known).
Surprisingly enough for a star that has all reasons to be considered as one of the dullest astrophysical
objects, the Sun has been for years at the centre of various controversies. One of them is the solar
neutrino problem, referring to the fact that the pioneering 3” Cl neutrino-capture experiments carried
out over the years in the Homestake gold mine observe a neutrino flux that is substantially smaller
than the one predicted by the solar models. That puzzle has led to a flurry of theoretical activities,
and to the development of new detectors. These activities have transformed the original solar
neutrino problem into problems. The relative levels of ‘responsibility’ of particle physics, nuclear
physics or astrophysics in these discrepancies have been debated ever since. In Ref. [40], the
discussion is conducted in particular in the light of the several experiment supporting the ideas of
‘oscillations’ between different neutrinos types [39]. In the neutrino oscillation picture, the electron-
neutrino, detected by the chlorine experiment, can transform into a muon-neutrino on its way to
the earth from the center of the Sun. This would explain the smaller number of electron-neutrinos
observed at the earth.
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Figure 7: The solar neutrino spectrum, as calculated with the Standard Solar Model (SSM)
40].

SSM calculations [40] predict 17, with an accuracy of 1% or even better. In order to appreciate
such a result, let us remind that the central temperature of Earth is known with an accuracy of
about 20%. However, let us remind that this is a theoretical prediction which, as any result in
physics, demands observational evidence.

The fluxes of ®B and "Be neutrinos (see Fig. 1) are given by:

(I)(B ) == CBSN

®(Be) = cpe T (97)

VS
where S;; are the low energy astrophysical factors for nuclear reactions between nuclei with atomic
mass numbers i and j, cg and cp, are well determined constants.

The high powers of T, in the above equations imply that the measured neutrino fluxes are
strongly sensitive to T, i.e. "Be and ®B neutrinos in principle are good thermometers for the
innermost part of the Sun. On the other hand, the relevant nuclear physics has to be known, which
justifies the present theoretical and experimental efforts for better determinations of the S;;.

Much experimental and theoretical work has been devoted to the reactions of the p-p chains
that are the main energy and neutrino producers in the Sun. In spite of that, problems remain
concerning the astrophysical rates of some of the involved reactions. This is especially the case for
"Be (p, *y)g B (which determines the value of Si7 in Eq. 97), which provides the main neutrino
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flux detectable by the chlorine detector, and is considered by some as one of the most important
nuclear reactions for astrophysics. Improved low-energy data are also required for other reactions,
like 3He(:j’He,Qp)llHe. Since such low-energy measurements are predominantly hampered by the
cosmic-ray background, improved data could be obtained by underground measurements.

0.6 Indirect methods

Nuclear capture reactions, such as (p,y) and («a, 7), play a major role in defining our universe.
A primary goal in nuclear astrophysics is to determine rates for capture reactions that
are important in the evolution of stellar systems. However, the reactions of interest often
involve radioactive targets which makes measurements quite difficult or even impossible using
conventional methods. Hence techniques have been developed to determine rates by indirect
methods. For example, precise information on excitation energies and particle decay widths
can be used to make accurate predictions of rates which proceed by resonance capture.
The only reliable method to determine a reaction rate that is dominated by direct capture
has been to measure it at laboratory energies with a low energy particle beam and then
extrapolate the result to energies of astrophysical interest.

0.6.1 Coulomb dissociation method

With increasing beam energy higher lying states of nuclei can be excited with the Coulomb
excitation mechanism. This can lead to Coulomb dissociation, in addition to Coulomb exci-
tation of particle bound states, for a review see , e.g., [45]. Such investigations are also well
suited for secondary (radioactive) beams [37]. Due to the time-dependent electromagnetic
field the projectile is excited to a bound or continuum state, which can subsequently decay.
We briefly mention the very large effects of electromagnetic excitation in relativistic heavy
ion collisions. If 1% order electromagnetic excitation is the dominant effect, experiments
can directly be interpreted in terms of electromagnetic matrix elements, which also enter,
e.g., in radiative capture cross-sections The question of higher order effects is therefore very
important.

In the equivalent photon approximation the cross section for an electromagnetic process
is written as

o= [ 0w o) (99)

w

where 0, (w) denotes the appropriate cross section for the photo-induced process and n(w)
is the equivalent photon number.

Since the equivalent photon numbers can be calculated theoretically, an experimental
measurement of the Coulomb breakup reaction a + A — b+ ¢+ A is useful to obtain the
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Figure 8: (a) The Coulomb dissociation method is based on the Coulomb breakup of a
projectile in the electric field of a heavy nucleus. (b) World data for the astrophyhsical S-
factor of the "Be(p,7)®B reaction [55], of relevance for understanding the energy production
in the Sun. The solid data point were obtained with the Coulomb dissociation method [55].
The solid curve is a potential model calculation by Bertulani [14]. The dashed curve is a
calculation by Descouvement and Baye [56].

corresponding ~-induced cross section v + a — b+ c¢. Using detailed balance, this cross
section can be related to the radiative capture cross section b+ ¢ — a + v, of astrophysical
interest [37]. In this case since 7/k? for a photon is approximately 100-1000 times larger than
that of a particle beam, the small cross section is enhanced. The large virtual photon flux
(typically 100-1000 photons per collision) also gives rise to enhancement of the cross section.
However, the method is useful only when the higher order effects are under control, so that
the Eq. 98, obtained in 1st-order perturbation theory, is valid. Higher order effects can be
taken into account in a coupled channels approach, or by using higher order perturbation
theory. The latter involves a sum over all intermediate states n considered to be important.
Another approach is to integrate the time-dependent Schrodinger equation directly for a
given model Hamiltonian [46, 47, 48, 49].

The method has been successfully applied, among others, to the important 2C(a, )0
reaction [50]. With radioactive beams produced by the fragmentation of energetic heavy-
ions, the Coulomb break-ups of *O, 2N and ®B have been used to study the reactions
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BN(p,y)"0 [51, 52], " C(p,y)'N [53], and "Be(p,7)®B [54, 55] (see Fig. 8 ).

The Coulomb dissociation can be a very useful tool to obtain information on (n,y)-
reaction cross sections on unstable nuclei, where direct measurements cannot be done, e.g.,
using nuclei like ?#Mo, ?Ru, '2Pd and '3°Cd as projectiles. The optimum choice of beam
energy depends on the actual neutron binding energy. Since the flux of equivalent photons
has essentially an 1/w dependence, low neutron thresholds are favorable for the Coulomb
dissociation method. Note that only information about the (n,y) capture reaction to the
ground state is possible with the Coulomb dissociation method.

It can also be applied to two nucleon capture reactions. FEvidently, they cannot be
studied in a direct way in the laboratory. Sometimes this is not necessary, when the relevant
information about resonances involved can be obtained by other means (transfer reactions,
etc.), like in the triple a-process. Two-neutron capture reactions in supernovae neutrino
bubbles are studied in Ref. [59]. In the case of a high neutron abundance, a sequence of two-
neutron capture reactions, “He(2n,y)%He(2n,7)®He can bridge the A = 5 and 8 gaps. The
SHe and ®He nuclei may be formed preferentially by two-step resonant processes through
their broad 27 first excited states [59]. Another key reaction can be the *He(an,y) reaction
[59].

In the rp-process, two-proton capture reactions can bridge the waiting points [57, 58,
60]. From the 'O(2p,y)!"Ne, ®Ne(2p,7)* Mg and 3¥Ca(2p,7)*°Ti reactions considered in
Ref. [58], the latter can act as an efficient reaction link at conditions typical for X-ray bursts
on neutron stars. A “°Ti — p 4+ p + 33Ca. The decay with two protons is expected to be
sequential rather than correlated (“?He”-emission).

0.6.2 Asymptotic normalization coefficients

Direct capture reactions of astrophysical interest usually involve systems where the binding
energy of the captured proton is low. Hence at stellar energies, the capture proceeds through
the tail of the nuclear overlap wave function. The shape of this tail is completely determined
by the Coulomb interaction, so the rate of the capture reaction can be calculated accurately if
one knows its amplitude. The asymptotic normalization coefficient (ANC) C' for the system
B < A + p specifies the amplitude of the single-proton tail of the wave function for nucleus
B when the core A and the proton are separated by a distance large compared to the nuclear
radius. Thus, this normalization coefficient determines the corresponding direct capture rate
[61].

The advantage of the ANC approach is that it provides a method to determine direct
capture S-factors accurately from the results of nuclear reactions such as peripheral nucleon
transfer which can be studied with radioactive beams and have cross sections that are orders
of magnitude larger than the direct capture reactions themselves. Furthermore, direct cap-
ture S-factors derived with this technique are most reliable at the lowest incident energies,
precisely where capture cross sections are smallest and most difficult to measure directly. In
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fact, the ANC approach even permits one to determine S-factors at zero energy, which is not
possible with direct measurements except by extrapolation.

For a peripheral transfer reaction, ANC’s are extracted from the measured angular dis-
tribution by comparison to a DWBA calculation. Consider the proton transfer reaction
a+ A — c+ B, where a = c+ p and B = A + p. The experimental cross section is related
to the DWBA calculation according to

do .
d_Q - Z <C£plBjB>2(Ccplaja)2RlBjBlaja7 (99)
IpjBlaja
where )
O‘ . .
RlBjBlaja = bQ lB]B[it;]a —. (100)
AplpjB “cplaja

o is the calculated DWBA cross section and the b’s are the asymptotic normalization con-
stants for the single particle orbitals used in the DWBA. The sum in Eq. 99 is taken over
the allowed angular momentum couplings, and the C’s are the ANC’s for B — A + p and
a — c+p. The normalization of the DWBA cross section by the ANC’s for the single particle
orbitals makes the extraction of the ANC for B — A + p insensitive to the parameters used
in the single particle potential wells [62], in contrast to traditional spectroscopic factors. See
[62] for additional details.
The relation of the ANC’s to the direct capture rate at low energies is straightforward
[61]. The cross section for the direct capture reaction A+ p — B+ v can be written as
o =A< I5,r) | O) | 17 (0) [ (101)

where A contains kinematic factors, [ fp is the overlap function for B — A + p, O is the

electromagnetic transition operator, and %(Jr) is the incident scattering wave. If the domi-
nant contribution to the matrix element comes from outside the nuclear radius, the overlap
function may be replaced by
W_ 2KT
Ih,(r) = C JERTEl ), (102)

r

where C' defines the amplitude of the tail of the radial overlap function I fp, W is the
Whittaker function, n is the Coulomb parameter for the bound state B = A + p, and & is
the bound state wave number. For example, in the case of'O(p,~)!"F, the necessary C’s
are just the ANC’s determined from the 1°O(*He, d)!"F transfer reaction studies [63]. Thus,
the direct capture cross sections are directly proportional to the squares of these ANC’s.
In fact, the °O(p, 7)!"F reaction populating the very weakly bound 'F first excited state
provides an extreme test of the connection between the ANC measured in a transfer reaction
and the S-factor measured in direct capture. The approximation of Eq. 102 is excellent at
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Figure 9: A comparison of the experimental S-factors to those determined from the ANC’s
found in O(®He, d)'"F. The solid data points are from [64], and the open boxes are from
[65]. The solid lines indicate our calculated S-factors, and the dashed lines indicate the £1o
error bands. Note that the experimental ground state S-factor may be contaminated by
background at energies below 500 keV.

large radii, but the proximity of the node in the 2s;,, wave function makes it rather poor
near the nuclear surface. In contrast, Eq. 102 provides a good description of the 'F ground
state 1ds/, wave function even in the vicinity of the nuclear surface.

Following the prescription outlined above, the S-factors for 1°0O(p,~)'F were calculated
with no free parameters. The results are shown in Fig. 9.

Both E1 and E2 contributions have been included in the calculations, but the E'1 compo-
nents dominate. The capture of protons by O at low energies occurs at very large distances
r due to the extremely small proton separation energy of " F [64]. Thus, one finds that the
calculated capture cross sections are sensitive neither to the behavior of the overlap func-
tions at small 7, nor to the nuclear interaction between '°0O and p in the initial state [65].
One finds that S(0) = 0.40 4+ 0.04 keV-b for populating the '"F ground state and S(0) =
9.8 £ 1.0 keV:b for populating the first excited state. The uncertainties in these calculated
zero-energy S-factors come almost entirely from those in the corresponding ANC’s. There is
no uncertainty associated with ambiguities in an extrapolation from higher incident energies
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to zero energy, and there is very little theoretical uncertainty, since the capture reaction is
almost purely peripheral at very low incident energies. In the astrophysical domain, the en-
ergy dependence of the capture cross sections is determined entirely by the initial Coulomb
scattering wave functions and the kinematic factors, while their magnitudes are fixed by the
ANC’s. The theoretical uncertainty in the S-factors is less than 2% at an energy of 1 MeV,
as estimated in Ref. [63]. Hence, the uncertainty in S at small energies is due just to the
uncertainties in the ANC’s. However, as the energy increases above 1 MeV, the calculated
S-factors become more sensitive to the behavior of the overlap functions at smaller r» and
to the details of the nuclear interaction in the initial state. In that case, the simple di-
rect radiative capture model used here breaks down, and a microscopic approach including
antisymmetrization is needed. This effect has been studied for “Be(p,v)®*B in [66].

Two previous measurements of 1°O(p, )" F have determined the capture cross sections
to the ground and first excited states separately [64, 65]. The experimental results for the S-
factors populating the 7 F ground and excited states are also shown in Fig. 9. It is clear from
Fig. 9 that the agreement between the experimental results and the predictions based on the
measured ANC’s is indeed very good for proton energies below 1 MeV. At these energies,
the 90(p, v)'F S-factors derived from the analysis of the '°0(°He, d)'"F measurements [63]
agree with the corresponding direct experimental results to better than 9%.
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