Economics 331
National Income Economics
Fall 2007
Professor:  Dale R. Funderburk

Office:  BA-228 (Economics/Finance Department) 
Phone:   903-886-5675

Fax:       903-886-5601

e-mail:  Dale_Funderburk@tamu-commerce.edu

Internet:  http://faculty.tamu-commerce.edu/dfunderburk/
Office Hours:   TH -  10:00 -  12:00 

                      Other times by appointment
Recommended textbooks: 

For background/review purposes


McConnell-Brue. Eonomics  (any relatively recent edition) Irwin McGraw-Hill


For reference purposes

Miller-VanHoose. Macroeconomics-Theories, Policies and International Applications  (preferably 3rd edition) Thomson Southwestern

Note:  There will not be direct assignments from either of these texts.  Required class materials will be made available either as handouts or through internet locations.
About the Course:  Macroeconomics deals with the functioning of an overall economy. Central to the study of macroeconomics is questions such as (1) How do we measure/access the performance of a national economy?  (2) What determines the levels of income, output, prices and employment in the economy? and (3) How do (or should) we formulate policies to correct problems that arise relative to macroeconomic performance?  The approach of this course is policy-oriented.  The objective is to give students a general understanding of the principles that guide macro policy, given the complex nature of the macro economy.  

Course Content and Assignments:  Specific reading and other assignments will be made orally in class.  It is the responsibility of the student to keep up with all assignments.  If you miss a class meeting, check with your instructor or a classmate regarding assignments and material missed.

Grades: 
Exams
There will be two exams.  Exact dates and material coverage will be announced orally in class—well in advance of the test date.  Each exam will carry equal weight, 25% of the course grade, and will be graded on a 10-15-15-10 scale.
Problems/Projects
There will be periodic assignments of problems and projects associated with the course.  Some will be assigned to be completed during a class meeting; some to be completed and submitted over a period of several days, or even weeks.  Total points earned on these projects will constitute 50% of the course grade. 

Course Grade:

The two exam scores (50% of grade combined) and the Problem/Projects percentage will determine the course grade.  Course grades will be assigned thus:


90 – 100   A

            75 -   89   B

            60 -   74   C

            50 -   59   D

            Below 50  F

HINTS FOR MAKING A GOOD GRADE IN THIS COURSE

1. Attend class regularly—and bring your mind as well as your bod.

Note:  There tends to be a high positive correlation between class

attendance and course grade.  And while mere class attendance 

does not assure one of a high grade in the course, a poor attendance

record will virtually assure you a low grade in the course.

      2.   Turn in all assignments on time

      3.   Read materials when assigned.  Lectures and class exercises make more 

sense if you come to class prepared.

4. Take good notes in class.

5. Take exams on scheduled exam dates.  Students rarely do as well on make-up

exams as they do on exams taken the regularly scheduled time.

6. When you don’t understand material, ASK QUESTIONS—either in class, by

email, phone, or come by my office.  As soon as you realize that you are

having problems in the course, contact me then.

