
History, part 2 

Radio evolves into Television 



Early Radio 

Situation comedies (“Amos n’ Andy”), 
comedy-variety (“Jack Benny”), soap 
operas, game shows.  Many familiar 
types of TV shows started on radio. 

 
  

 
 
 
Jack Benny  The Guiding Light    Amos 'n Andy  
“Amos n’ Andy” very popular then, criticized 

now; racial stereotyping.  
Orson Welles’ “War of the Worlds” terrified 

millions, 1938. 
War of the Worlds (start at 3:00) War of the Worlds 2 (play start-1:50; 4:25-8:55) 

News: Pearl Harbor bulletin 
Pearl Harbor bulletin 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWrnvfykIgU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWrnvfykIgU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVMNkrJjCJA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWrnvfykIgU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16vmYLXKdn8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=egudvdwtDIg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOjtKuc_yzg&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XhETI8Aun-4&feature=related
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://repsonline.homestead.com/JackBenny3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://crdaily.com/2009/07/wunc-and-public-radio/&usg=__cYLI_ZJPJ3vucA1cA3ZM8kiOnUk=&h=660&w=470&sz=54&hl=en&start=9&tbnid=fIVZK2nq_4uyzM:&tbnh=138&tbnw=98&prev=/images?q=Jack+Benny&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.folensblogs.com/psychcompanion/blog/wp-content/uploads/2008/04/wellles.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.folensblogs.com/psychcompanion/blog/?cat=20&usg=__bv_pxHHiM0mcrq4ZRY59J_-oK1o=&h=480&w=379&sz=47&hl=en&start=5&tbnid=0KJL8MhQXKYOpM:&tbnh=129&tbnw=102&prev=/images?q=Orson+Welles&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://img.photobucket.com/albums/v91/Jo_Killian/OldTimeRadio.jpg&imgrefurl=http://joekillian.blogspot.com/2005_10_01_archive.html&usg=__ZskbBlnOplpmhE8H6Wm4-n5wj74=&h=336&w=400&sz=15&hl=en&start=7&sig2=d4VHh6xgbkdWH7A3j4TTjQ&itbs=1&tbnid=5CyImAFoosHOHM:&tbnh=104&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=radio+soap+opera&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1&ei=3vjzS8CxGIGclge5y72VDQ
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://audioforum.com/sc_images/products/3365_image.jpg&imgrefurl=http://audioforum.com/index.php?crn=3428&rn=3365&action=show_detail&usg=__iu5UJks7WqTkLbvjBy1pn2ACVSM=&h=350&w=294&sz=43&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=OUc4SCFRe_1aoM:&tbnh=120&tbnw=101&prev=/images?q=Amos+n+Andy&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G


Radio Network Decline 

Network radio began to decline after 
1948 because of television. 

Radio reinvents itself 

WDIA, Memphis; WLAC, Nashville – 
R&B music; influenced rock ‘n roll. 

Radio reinvented itself with Top 40; 
other radio formats evolved from Top 
40. 

KLIF - Top 40 (play start; move to 5:30) 

Gordon McLendon, KLIF, Dallas, 
innovator of Top 40 radio. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKleqpdrV7s&list=PLDF122DF63B100E30&index=5&feature=plpp_video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKleqpdrV7s&list=PLDF122DF63B100E30&index=5&feature=plpp_video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKleqpdrV7s&list=PLDF122DF63B100E30&index=5&feature=plpp_video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKleqpdrV7s&list=PLDF122DF63B100E30&index=5&feature=plpp_video
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.hylitradio.com/img/biography/nbc-radio-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hylitradio.com/index.php?page=6&usg=__wDRLq89u5JedKJOt22oyqNIztsE=&h=147&w=182&sz=14&hl=en&start=7&tbnid=lfMUGmGzwYYg3M:&tbnh=82&tbnw=101&prev=/images?q=NBC+radio&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.npr.org/programs/lnfsound/images/990924.natwilliams.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.npr.org/programs/lnfsound/stories/990925.photos.html&usg=__XPJPU4kACAl3Mws8A7tu51tF9MA=&h=238&w=300&sz=17&hl=en&start=19&tbnid=ZZqBfiB-eBa9jM:&tbnh=92&tbnw=116&prev=/images?q=WDIA&gbv=2&ndsp=18&hl=en&sa=N&start=18
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://kabl.bayarearadio.org/images/gordon-mclendon_klif.jpg&imgrefurl=http://kabl.bayarearadio.org/docs/keyes_kabl.html&usg=__zkarBgGsY_nYS4-kZGC52I4Md6s=&h=245&w=175&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=8WEdI1bcjfs2ZM:&tbnh=110&tbnw=79&prev=/images?q=Gordon+McLendon&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G


FM Radio’s slow rise to dominance 

Early radio (thru the ’50s) almost 
entirely on AM. 

Edwin Armstrong patented FM in 1933. 

FM hindered by the push for TV, World 
War II. 

Mid- to late-’60s. FM began to grow in 
popularity. 

By early ’80s, 75% of all listening on 
FM. 

Out of despair, Armstrong killed 
himself in 1950s. 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.radionational.org/ArmstrongHeadshotCA.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.radionational.org/&usg=__1Wn7ix1I3OArIHUDOIr_FV0h604=&h=225&w=175&sz=5&hl=en&start=30&sig2=ArIEO5KyC64XejmGcCynxg&itbs=1&tbnid=x61A8uIBmBf8SM:&tbnh=108&tbnw=84&prev=/images?q=Edwin+Howard+Armstrong&start=18&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1&ei=HCn0S66oBYa8lQeNw_WaDQ
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.telecomabc.com/f/images/fm.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.telecomabc.com/f/fm.html&usg=__dUklSc33jAaogkBbkmZu6SHaWPw=&h=273&w=431&sz=10&hl=en&start=23&sig2=mwPerp5vOQW_S1uR4wzNZA&itbs=1&tbnid=4b6stsz0SgvK9M:&tbnh=80&tbnw=126&prev=/images?q=Frequency+modulation&start=18&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1&ei=RSr0S6jDNIPGlQfezf2ZDQ


 

Early TV Development   

John Logie Baird – mech. System 
John Logie Baird 

Philo Farnsworth – image dissector. 

Vladimir Zworykin – iconoscope. 
Invention of television 

Zworykin - disappointed in television 

TV’s debut 

1939 World’s Fair, NY. 

Development held up by WWII. 

TV takes over 

1948 – TV audience grew by 4,000%. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6O_I9l1kok
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6O_I9l1kok
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6O_I9l1kok
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6O_I9l1kok
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGzFz2Nrq6s&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNvn1VuUms8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNvn1VuUms8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNvn1VuUms8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNvn1VuUms8
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/images/object_images/535x535/10405933.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/images/I068/10405933.aspx&usg=__LcBK50s2Nik1uWuYiaIZlQ0PNQc=&h=428&w=535&sz=30&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=EvttajfNQBgJRM:&tbnh=106&tbnw=132&prev=/images?q=1940s+TV&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde/images/Philo Farnsworth.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde/news/innovator.htm&usg=__z9H7yKIOmWi_dX9qBPnyAE3snrI=&h=219&w=187&sz=14&hl=en&start=18&tbnid=i4t-RbrqOcN35M:&tbnh=107&tbnw=91&prev=/images?q=Philo+Farnsworth&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.thefarnsworthinvention.com/images/ZworykinWithI-200.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.thefarnsworthinvention.com/act2s5.html&usg=__sXW38E5JYKxUWTe6rgjhY26kfNk=&h=215&w=200&sz=14&hl=en&start=43&tbnid=OCz2x4wY8VeypM:&tbnh=106&tbnw=99&prev=/images?q=Zworykin&gbv=2&ndsp=18&hl=en&sa=N&start=36
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Radio_News_Sep_1928_Cover.jpg


UHF band created 
Original 13 VHF channels (2-13) were 

not enough. 
1948, FCC freeze on new TV licenses. 
1952, FCC created UHF band (channels 

14-83). 
UHF stations lagged behind 
UHF signals inherently weaker. 
Manufacturers not required to equip 

new TVs with UHF until 1962. 
Color 
Agreement on a color system, 1953. 
All-color network programming, mid-

1960s. Color TV promos 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9e2xbZLlSDA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.baileyladders.com.au/resource/bundle.1/illusionId=11212&c=published&f=image:jpeg/resource/enlarged.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hillsantenna.com.au/cattleprod/products/A1301COL&usg=__o-9Fqpgr0I05S0zJ1YpY1GBYxVY=&h=480&w=768&sz=69&hl=en&start=40&tbnid=anyQoEbAOi-HMM:&tbnh=89&tbnw=142&prev=/images?q=UHF+antenna&gbv=2&ndsp=18&hl=en&sa=N&start=36
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mediabistro.com/fishbowlny/original/nbc_peacock_cuts.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mediabistro.com/fishbowlny/media_people/changes_at_wsj_nbc_59834.asp&usg=__KdixaXnzY2_Mt9ChM_x6SL0EcMU=&h=210&w=210&sz=9&hl=en&start=10&tbnid=RNkk2WFDNXg1OM:&tbnh=106&tbnw=106&prev=/images?q=NBC+peacock&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G


The “Big 3” Networks 

Economics seemed to favor no 
more than three major networks. 

FCC ordered NBC to sell off “NBC 
Blue;” it became ABC, 1948. 

DuMont lasted from ’46-’55, then 
went off the air. 

 

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.big13.net/NBC Peacock/Peacock_Cleanup.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.big13.net/NBC Peacock/NBCPeacock1.htm&usg=__HFGMV0txlmKWpxfno2N9smkY27U=&h=484&w=644&sz=28&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=KY-gN4nsiLqJ7M:&tbnh=103&tbnw=137&prev=/images?q=NBC+peacock&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_d1yewYtBxw0/R13_PonuTwI/AAAAAAAABjo/RJKyrhb5WaM/s320/CBS.bmp&imgrefurl=http://worldsbestlogos.blogspot.com/2007/12/cbs-logo.html&usg=__r2Lh3e7GHnrKRFLRLNcXdenIvPw=&h=255&w=263&sz=13&hl=en&start=46&tbnid=6B7XG7bNwa5JZM:&tbnh=109&tbnw=112&prev=/images?q=CBS+logo&gbv=2&ndsp=18&hl=en&sa=N&start=36
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.tvhistorian.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/12/abc-1950-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.tvhistorian.com/&usg=__geI7MLUx8agPJWf8wHMDYJd_zTI=&h=400&w=590&sz=47&hl=en&start=54&tbnid=mlxluxAz66UFcM:&tbnh=92&tbnw=135&prev=/images?q=ABC+logo&gbv=2&ndsp=18&hl=en&sa=N&start=36
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://members.fortunecity.com/tvnetworks/misc/dumont.jpg&imgrefurl=http://members.fortunecity.com/tvnetworks/misc/&usg=__SAAB_icf-TQ0cUvdHjy71QJeh2E=&h=213&w=324&sz=73&hl=en&start=5&tbnid=ZjO7n0sMmNAPcM:&tbnh=78&tbnw=118&prev=/images?q=DuMont+TV&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G


The “Golden Age” of TV 

Before videotape in mid-’50s, most 
programs were live. 

Many original plays; much of 
network programming targeted at 
an urbane, educated audience. 

Playhouse 90 

But other programs were very broad 
in their appeal (Sid Caesar). 

Sid Caesar"Your Show of Shows" 

“I Love Lucy” one of the few 
programs shot on film.  Made 
reruns possible, profitable. 

I Love Lucy  

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pdPWz5o-ws
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=apwsZWUjl7g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=apwsZWUjl7g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=apwsZWUjl7g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=apwsZWUjl7g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OxsiItd1iN8
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://imagecache5.art.com/p/LRG/11/1155/PJRM000Z/i-love-lucy--tv-history.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.art.com/products/p11755960-sa-i1155907/i-love-lucy-tv-history.htm&usg=__WvSJNA8bXvPQ4AoH7xLlLJ45VvQ=&h=450&w=349&sz=43&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=ig4qELh0QtNbuM:&tbnh=127&tbnw=98&prev=/images?q=I+Love+Lucy&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cdn3.ioffer.com/img/item/108/443/979/49L0oeMhwEMq9f5.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ioffer.com/i/American-Playhouse-TRU-dvd-1991-Truman-Capote-TV-Movie-101890067&usg=__xnu4-nZS4JDI2N_Mjbp7vtNsVvM=&h=387&w=580&sz=34&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=ozlDN12YqjkWrM:&tbnh=89&tbnw=134&prev=/images?q=Playhouse+90&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://photos.upi.com/slideshow/lbox/ab92657c03149159f382c294da8faf53/Sid-Caesar.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.upi.com/enl-win/ab92657c03149159f382c294da8faf53/&usg=__BfjjaRHk5Cn-i98sGEZSwCeSKVo=&h=800&w=574&sz=59&hl=en&start=71&sig2=wnN-wchuWrbsaV14bdpEOA&itbs=1&tbnid=2p1pl6n0l5qMZM:&tbnh=143&tbnw=103&prev=/images?q=Sid+Caesar&start=54&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&tbs=isch:1&ei=uDn0S7KLMIOClAeB9KWrDQ


Television matures 

Invention of videotape in mid-1950s 
made recording of programs 
practical (click image). 

Women and minorities became more 
prominent as performers and 
characters; Nat King Cole first black 
performer to host network show, 
1956. 

Nat King Cole 

Coverage of JFK assassination in 1963 
signaled TV news becoming 
dominant source of information. 

JFK assassination coverage – CBS – after start, > 5:30, 9:15 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5tZrH2O4jc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlI3dfZIY80&list=PL7EC8F0FFCBA0E425&index=7&feature=plpp_video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlI3dfZIY80&list=PL7EC8F0FFCBA0E425&index=7&feature=plpp_video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlI3dfZIY80&list=PL7EC8F0FFCBA0E425&index=7&feature=plpp_video
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlI3dfZIY80&list=PL7EC8F0FFCBA0E425&index=7&feature=plpp_video
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://misteridigital.files.wordpress.com/2007/09/ampex-commercial-vtr-1956.jpg&imgrefurl=http://misteridigital.wordpress.com/2007/09/24/the-history-of-video-tape-and-camera/&usg=__QIdYtvjqdkK9JbIib-yCikxkTpA=&h=333&w=400&sz=28&hl=en&start=2&itbs=1&tbnid=p9FpT1V4sJ4qeM:&tbnh=103&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=early+videotape+recorders&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://listverse.files.wordpress.com/2007/09/jfk-airport-large.gif&imgrefurl=http://listverse.com/2007/09/08/11-alternative-jfk-assassins/&usg=__BJfFoy_3UJTA2JaTPdOrMh3EClo=&h=1568&w=1980&sz=1843&hl=en&start=10&itbs=1&tbnid=o4yXVZuSkwc9TM:&tbnh=119&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=JFK+Love+Field&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.classictvinfo.com/TheNatKingColeShow/coleshowad.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.classictvinfo.com/TheNatKingColeShow/&usg=__GjN6XhDAA-0yGkk9FHLQujKiB-Y=&h=453&w=357&sz=109&hl=en&start=1&itbs=1&tbnid=NO9BCEGYhD6xQM:&tbnh=127&tbnw=100&prev=/images?q=Nat+King+Cole+TV&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1


Fox joins the “Big 3” 

Fox launched in 1985, Rupert Murdoch. 

Fox acquired rights to NFL (NFC), 1994. 

Top of prime-time ratings, 1996. 

Other network challengers 

WB, UPN, 1995. Merged as CW, 2006. 

Digital transition 

Total transition to digital TV, 2009. 
Digital TV 

HD Radio leads radio into the digital age. 

Radio reaches 94% of population weekly, 
but “time spent listening”  

 has declined. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wIIjT3xotHU
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.blogcdn.com/www.tvsquad.com/media/2009/03/fox-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://tv.blogdig.net/archives/date/27/March/2009&usg=__Ci_0-oghTcswfJdAABB2pONhPhY=&h=182&w=200&sz=8&hl=en&start=8&tbnid=pZ8BE2T9uTF4QM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=104&prev=/images?q=Fox+TV+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://blog.tvloop.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/03/cw-logo.png&imgrefurl=http://www.mix1073fm.com/article.asp?id=1495642&SPID=17373&usg=__t8LInyppmopYTlV63zDJCgxwfGw=&h=333&w=800&sz=14&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=MC_yv7mLwbu7oM:&tbnh=60&tbnw=143&prev=/images?q=CW+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://blog.mlive.com/geek_guide/2009/02/large_DIGITAL-TV.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blog.mlive.com/geek_guide/2009/02/the_dtv_transition_is.html&usg=__tPN-5-VdErV4hp7fUrNclOUKxJI=&h=340&w=453&sz=53&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=BCtlXXnlCdwQTM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=digital+tv&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://adecentlife.files.wordpress.com/2007/12/rupe_rupe.jpg&imgrefurl=http://rantburg.com/index.php?HC=1&D=2009-03-11&usg=__yYJG0AZ-SPKkmP5opjWPa7Cg42U=&h=450&w=302&sz=22&hl=en&start=9&tbnid=b6nvw-1O9PWY0M:&tbnh=127&tbnw=85&prev=/images?q=Rupert+Murdoch&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G

