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ECE 364.01W
Survey of theories influencing Childhood development
Summer ii 2010 online
Instructor: Josh Thompson, Ph.D. Assistant Professor of Early Childhood Education 
Office Location: Midlothian 207 
eOffice Hours: 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Monday - Thursday 
Office Phone: 972-775-7230 
Cell Phone: 214-663-6102 

Office Fax: 972-775-7233
University Email Address: josh_thompson@tamu-commerce.edu
Faculty Website: http://faculty.tamu-commerce.edu/jthompson
Course web page: http://faculty.tamu-commerce.edu/jthompson/364/

http://faculty.tamu-commerce.edu/jthompson/364/364Syllabus.rtf 

http://faculty.tamu-commerce.edu/jthompson/364/364Schedule.rtf 

COURSE INFORMATION

Materials – Textbooks, Readings, Supplementary Readings:

Textbook Required: 
Morrison, G. S. (2009). Early Childhood Education Today (11th ed.) Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Merrill Prentice Hall. http://wps.prenhall.com/chet_morrison_earlychild_10 

Optional Resources: 
National Association for the Education of Young Children. (1997). Code of Ethical Conduct. Washington, DC: NAEYC. Available online: http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/positions/PSETH05.pdf 

National Association for the Education of Young Children. (2009). Developmentally Appropriate Practice. Washington, DC: NAEYC. Available online: http://www.naeyc.org/positionstatements/dap 


http://faculty.tamu-commerce.edu/jthompson/ Resources/NAEYC2009PSDAP.pdf 
Enroll in ExchangeEveryday, a daily electronic newsletter all about early childhood education. This will help you keep up-to-date with all things topical and pertinent in early childhood education. ExchangeEveryDay is the official electronic newsletter for ChildCareExchange.com. It will be delivered to you five days a week bringing news stories, success stories, solutions, trend reports, and much more. To subscribe to Exchange Everyday, a free daily e-newsletter, go to www.ccie.com/eed.

Course Description:

This course provides a survey of learning theories and processes. Special emphasis will be placed on cognitive theory as related to learning and performance. Basic theories and beliefs will be linked to programs they have helped form. Special emphasis will be placed on current emerging theories of early childhood development.

Student Learning Outcomes: 

Goals of the Course: Early Childhood Education is examined through historical and philosophical roots. Attention is given to selected theories and practices that create learning environments that meet the needs of young children today. Special emphasis will be given to understanding Developmentally Appropriate Practices, how early childhood programs were developed, and ways in which educators meet the special needs of young children. 
A. To trace the history of early childhood education (ECE) 

B. To compare and contrast ECE philosophies
C. To distinguish contributions of prominent figures in ECE 

D. To evaluate various models of ECE 

E. To examine the NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct position statement for ECE 

F. To identify contemporary issues in ECE 

G. To develop a personal ECE philosophy

H. To associate ECE ExCET/TExES competencies with course content 

COURSE Requirements
Instructional / Methods / Activities Assessments

Overview (each worth 10%): 

1. Discussions: Read all assigned readings and participate in frequent online class discussions, whole class or small groups. Most are asynchronous – not live. Note the discussion board rubric in eCollege: Tools: Document Sharing: Discussion Board Rubric.rtf. Occasional synchronous (real-time, live) CHAT or CLASSLIVE sessions, participation required. 
Aligns with Student Learning Outcomes: A-H
2. Quizzes: Read all assigned readings. Participate in frequent chapter quizzes as posted in eCollege units.
Aligns with Student Learning Outcomes: A-H
3. Mid-Term Exam: Exam will consist of multiple-choice, true/false and short answer questions. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the topics presented. 
Aligns with Student Learning Outcomes: A-H
4. Final Exam: Exam will consist of multiple-choice, true/false and short answer questions. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the topics presented. 
Aligns with Student Learning Outcomes: A-H
5. Ethics Paper: Prepare a reaction paper to the NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct position statement found in the textbook appendices. The paper should be a reaction and not just a summary. Students are expected to address the impact of the code on the profession and on their education.
Aligns with Student Learning Outcomes: B, E, F, G
6. Advocacy: Read widely from the newspaper, online news services (CNN, MorningNews.com, NPR, etc), and teacher magazines. Keep a file of news clippings, electronic files, or we blinks that relate to schools, family and young children. Make a list of major issues and concerns in ECE. Select a topic to advocate for (minimum of 5 clippings related to this topic). This topic must affect children or families in some way. Write a professional advocacy response to the appropriate audience asking them to support your position. 
For extra credit on this advocacy assignment, post your professional advocacy response in an appropriate public blog, or send the letter by mail to the appropriate audience. Contact professor if you wish to do this.

Aligns with Student Learning Outcomes: B, D, F, G 

7. Childcare observation report: Observe in a childcare center. The minimum time spent is one hour, preferably in the morning. Write a two page observation report describing what you learned, to be submitted online. The paper must include the following: School, center, or facility name and address; contact person (for example, teacher, secretary, administrator, or director); and contact telephone number or email (these will be checked to confirm your visit). The rest of the report should describe the type of childcare program, the demographics of the children served, and include references to your detailed observations. Finally from inferences drawn you should describe how this childcare program adheres to the model of high quality care and education of young children, and then state your own personal impressions in the conclusion.
Aligns with Student Learning Outcomes: B, D, F, G 
8. Head Start report: Write a two page report on Head Start programs. Review the textbook background information, the Head Start outcomes, and resources from the online class session. Combine this information with accurate data about the Head Start services close to you. Provide the name, address, contact names, and enrollment information of a Head Start center close to you. 
Extra credit: Observe in a Head Start center. The minimum time spent in each facility is one hour, preferably in the morning. Write a two page observation report describing what you learned, to be submitted online. The paper must include the following: School, center, or facility name and address; contact person (for example, teacher, secretary, administrator, or director); and contact telephone number or email (these will be checked to confirm your visit). The rest of the report should describe the type of Head Start program, the demographics of the children served, and include references to your detailed observations. Finally from inferences drawn you should describe how this Head Start program adheres to the model, and then state your own personal impressions in the conclusion. 
Aligns with Student Learning Outcomes: B, D, F, G
9. Montessori report: Write a two page report on Montessori programs. Review the textbook background information, the Montessori Principles, and resources from the online class session. Combine this information with accurate data about a Montessori environment close to you. Provide the name, address, contact names, and enrollment information of a Montessori environment close to you. 

Extra credit: Observe in a Montessori center. The minimum time spent is one hour, preferably in the morning. Write a two page observation report describing what you learned, to be submitted online. The paper must include the following: School, center, or facility name and address; contact person (for example, teacher, secretary, administrator, or director); and contact telephone number or email (these will be checked to confirm your visit). The rest of the report should describe the type of Montessori program, the demographics of the children served, and include references to your detailed observations. Finally from inferences drawn you should describe how this Montessori program adheres to the model, and then state your own personal impressions in the conclusion. 
Aligns with Student Learning Outcomes: B, D, F, G
10. Bilingual, Two-way immersion, Dual-language program report: Write a two page report on bilingual, two-way immersion, dual-language programs. Review the textbook background information and resources from the online class session. Combine this information with accurate data about a bilingual, two-way immersion, dual-language program close to you. Provide the name, address, contact names, and enrollment information of a bilingual, two-way immersion, dual-language environment close to you. 

Extra credit: Observe in a bilingual, two-way immersion, dual-language program. The minimum time spent in each facility is one hour, preferably in the morning. Write a two page observation report describing what you learned, to be submitted online. The paper must include the following: School, center, or facility name and address, contact person (for example, teacher, secretary, administrator, or director), contact telephone number or email (these will be checked to confirm your visit). The rest of the report should describe the type of bilingual, two-way immersion, dual-language program, the demographics of the children served, and include references to your detailed observations. Finally from inferences drawn you should describe how this bilingual, two-way immersion, dual-language program adheres to the model, and then state your own personal impressions in the conclusion.
Aligns with Student Learning Outcomes: B, D, F, G 
	Grading Scale 

	90-100 
	A 

	80-89 
	B 

	70-79 
	C 

	60-69 
	D 

	Below 60 
	F 


technical Requirements
The following information may assist you in preparing to use technology successfully in this course. 

- Internet access/connection – high speed recommended (not dial-up) 

- Headset/Microphone (if required for synchronous sessions in an online course) 

- Word Processor (i.e. MS Word or Word Perfect) 

access & Navigation
This course will be facilitated using eCollege, the Learning Management System used by Texas A&M University-Commerce. To get started with the course, go to: https://leo.tamu-commerce.edu/login.aspx. You will need your CWID and password to log in to the course. If you do not know your CWID or have forgotten your password, contact Technology Services at 903.468.6000 or helpdesk@tamu-commerce.edu.
Our campus is optimized to work in a Microsoft Windows environment. This means our courses work best if you are using a Windows operating system (XP or newer) and a recent version of Microsoft Internet Explorer (6.0, 7.0, or 8.0). 

Your courses will also work with Macintosh OS X along with a recent version of Safari 2.0 or better. Along with Internet Explorer and Safari, eCollege also supports the Firefox browser (3.0) on both Windows and Mac operating systems. 

Perform a “Browser Test” prior to the start of your course. To launch a browser test, login in to eCollege, click on the ‘my Courses’ tab, and then select the “Browser Test” link under Support Services.

communication & Support
Interaction with Instructor Statement:

Communicate with me as needed. Use Josh_Thompson@tamu-commerce.edu, or my cell phone 214-663-6102. I will respond within the next business day. 
eCollege Student Technical Support (QM 6.6, 7.1) 

Texas A&M University-Commerce provides students technical support in the use of eCollege. The student help desk may be reached by the following means 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

Chat Support: Click on 'Live Support' on the tool bar within your course to chat with an eCollege Representative. 

Phone: 1-866-656-5511 (Toll Free) to speak with eCollege Technical Support Representative. 

Email: helpdesk@online.tamuc.org to initiate a support request with eCollege Technical Support Representative. 
Help: Click on the 'Help' button on the toolbar for information regarding working with eCollege (i.e. How to submit to drop box, How to post to discussions etc…) 

course and university procedures / policies
Course Specific Policies: 
Student Conduct:
All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. (See Code of Student Conduct from Student Guidebook). 
Attendance Policy: 

Attendance is expected, punctuality important. We do important things every week of class – don’t miss it. Excessive absences (less than 5 hours on eCollege over any 5 day period, or 5 days without checking into eCollege) may prompt an administrative withdrawal. 

Administrative Withdrawal: 

I reserve the right to administratively drop a student for excessive absences.

University Specific Procedures:

Academic Honesty Policy: 

Texas A&M University-Commerce does not tolerate plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty. Conduct that violates generally accepted standards of academic honesty is defined as academic dishonesty. "Academic dishonesty" includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism (the appropriation or stealing of the ideas or words of another and passing them off as one's own), cheating on exams or other course assignments, collusion (the unauthorized collaboration with others in preparing course assignments), and abuse (destruction, defacing, or removal) of resource material. 

We suggest these web resources to students for reference regarding what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it: http://www.plagiarism.org/ or http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/plagiarism.html or http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml 

Drop a Course: 

A student may drop a course by logging into their LEO account and clicking on the hyperlink labeled 'Drop a class' from among the choices found under the LEO section of the Web page. 
ADA Statement
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact:

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services

Texas A&M University-Commerce

Gee Library 132

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835

Fax (903) 468-8148

StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu
Student Disability Resources & Services
course outline / calendar
http://faculty.tamu-commerce.edu/jthompson/364/364Schedule.rtf 
