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EBONICS








Term dates back to 1973





Oakland School Board Resolution


of 12/18/96, 


as amended





Ebonics is a separate and unique language and is the primary language of Oakland’s students.





To proclaim Ebonics as a separate language is “junk science.” 





Also referred to among linguists as African American Vernacular English  (AAVE)





AAVE is academically valid and systemic (rule-driven)





Critics come from the far right, such as Rush Limbaugh to prominent African Americans such as Maya Angelou who called the resolution “very threatening.”





Many misinterpreted Oakland’s resolution to mean that teachers would teach ebonics or teach in ebonics.





Teachers should recognize AAVE as being the natural “home” language of students and take this into account when teaching standard English.








