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Language Functions

· Two major types of language function are social and academic.  
· It takes a ELL student approximately 2yrs to develop socially
· It takes approximately 5 or more yrs to develop academically
· Use & understanding of language are vital to a student’s development
· Mastery of conversational English can mask the academic English level of a child

· Increase in the amount of oral language can help improve English speaking 

· Create time for structured conversations with students for the beginning and throughout the day

· Encourage student’s participation in conversations to help promote use of social and academic language.  
http://www.philosophy.umd.edu/people/faculty/pcarruthers/Cognitive-language.htm
The cognitive functions of language

 

