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	ECE 566 Early Childhood Environments



	Course Description:
	

	Develops a process of designing appropriate learning environments for young children. Investigates the relationship between curriculum and design through the exploration of organization, management, procedures, materials, and equipment. 



	Instructor’s Name:
	Josh Thompson, PhD

	Office Location:
	Sowers, Ed South 221 

	Office Hours:
	Before and after class 

	Contact Information:
	Josh_Thompson@TAMU-Commerce.edu
Josh_Thompson@comcast.net 

	
	Office: 903-468-8627 Cell: 214-663-6102

	Personal Webpage: 
	http://Faculty.TAMU-Commerce.edu/JThompson/

	Course Webpage: 
	

	Goals of the Course:
	

	Students will recognize appropriate ECE environments that 1) promote active hands-on learning, 2) respect children as individuals, and 3) allow for the development of the whole child.

	Measurable Objectives:

	1. To clarify developmentally appropriate principles and practices of early childhood education

2. To identify behavioral characteristics of young children to meet individual, developmental, and diverse needs

3. To equip and supply an early childhood classroom 

4. To plan and organize a child centered environment

5. To examine and evaluate early childhood learning centers

6. To develop an appropriate ECE management system

7. To build communication skills with parents & paraprofessionals

8. To associate ECE PPR TExES competencies with course content

	Required Textbook: 

	Helm, J.H., Beneke, S. & Steinheimer, K. (1998). Windows on Learning: Documenting Young Children’s Work. NY: Teacher’s College Press.  LB1139.35 .P8 H45 1998 EB

Kostelnik, M.J., Soderman, A.K., & Whiren, A.P. (2004). Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum: Best Practices in Early Childhood Education 3rd edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. 

	


	Other Resources:

Helm, J.H., & Katz, L. (2001). Young Investigators: The Project Approach in the Early Years. NY: Teacher’s College Press.  LB1139.35 .P8 H46 2001

Mooney, C.G. (2000). Theories of Childhood: An Introduction to Dewey, Montessori, Erikson, Piaget, & Vygotsky. St Paul: Red Leaf Press. LB1139.23 .M64 2000  

	Course Requirements: To be developed collaboratively



	Instructional Methods and Delivery Systems to be Used:


	This course is taught face to face. The nature of this class is highly collaborative. Students will work together in groups to craft their understanding and knowledge of the course objectives, and to complete the course requirements. 

	Methods of Student Evaluation & Assessment of Student Outcomes: 

Rubrics will be developed collaboratively. 



	Grading Scale: 
	A = 90 – 100, B = 80 – 89, C = 70 – 79, D = 60 – 69

	Tips on How to be Successful in This Class: 
	Participate. Learning is an adventure, not a fast-food, drive-through event. Create meaningful applications and interpretations of the course materials through observing children in real learning situations, and bring your documentation of their learning, along with your questions about their learning, un-learning, or not-learning about literacy.  Punctual attendance is expected of the successful learner. 

	Methods Used to Evaluate Instruction: 
	You are responsible to shape my instruction to meet your needs. Let me know what is and is not working for you. We will utilize www.ProFilerPro.com as a means of surveying the class members regularly throughout the semester, and you will complete a course evaluation. 

	Statement on Student Behavior from Student Guidebook: 

* Required
	“All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment.” (See Student’s Guide Handbook, Policies and Procedures, Conduct)

	Statement on Accommodations for ADA eligible students: 

* Required
	Students requesting accommodations for disabilities must go through the Academic Support Committee. For more information, please contact the Director of Disability Resources & Services, Halladay Student Services Bldg., Room 303D, (903) 886-5835.








