	 
	Jason

	 

The project that was chosen to work on as a class was great. For us to be able to produce a tri-fold pamphlet that can be shared with so many men that play an important part in a child's life, was really great. I enjoyed getting to research on the internet how a man's involvement in a child's life can make such a difference. On the other hand, the lack of involvement can be so detrimental to a child's life. This is information I will always take with me and continue to research in the future. I plan to share this with teachers that I know. Hopefully it can be introduced to our local school district and maybe they can take it to the next level in order to get the information to many people. I feel that by this information being available in our schools that direction of lives could be forever changed.
	Melinda

	 

I believe our class project was a success.  I think that the pamphlet is going to be very useful, especially in areas like I teach in.  I think that our progression towards selecting this theme was slow to begin with, but after hearing various scenarios, it was most appropriate.  The project itself was great, because it provides quick, easy reading for parents who don’t have much time or resources, to research these issues themselves.  I liked my part, because I got to look up suggestions for fathers in different situations.  I think that the final project will be useful for parents, future teachers, and myself.
	Amanda

	 
	Renia

	 

I took the rough draft pamphlet up to the school counselor to see what she thought. She really liked the layout of the pamphlet.  She also told me that they were always looking for ways of getting dads involved with the school.  Parents need to know how much of an impact they have when it comes to children and their school work.  The kids need both parents to be a part of their life.  
	Teri

	 

I enjoyed putting the pieces of our class together and writing this poem; I hope you enjoy it too. (the complete poem is available here ~ My Poetic Reflections of ECE 566 ~.doc - a three page document) 
Here is an excerpt dealing with parent involvement: 
... we did skits on how to reply,

To parents who approach with no blink of their eye.

 

What do we say when they get in our face,

We can't lose control, we must answer with grace.

We must remain calm and be wise from the start,

Dealing with parents is teachings' tough part.

 

We started to talk about fathers in school,

A tri-fold we thought to create would be cool.

We shared our ideas and e-mails we sent,

Little delay, without hitch off it went.

 

The tri-fold has power, statistics are real,

We hope it makes fathers to think and to feel;

How important it is to be “Fathers Involved”,

Then problems avoided, consequences resolved... 
	Tracy

	 

ECE 566 gang, Wow, I feel like I have come a long way since the beginning of the semester. Thinking back to how overwhelmed and under-qualified I felt when I first found out I would be teaching my own class I realize how much confidence I have gained, due, at least in part, to this class.

I think our final project is good because it brings attention to a problem that many of our students are dealing with in their daily lives. I know that a piece of paper is not going to solve the problem of delinquent dads, but if even one father out there uses any of this information to become more involved in their child's life, we have really accomplished something.

I like our tri-fold because it is very practical. The consequences and benefits are a convincing way to show dads how important they are. I don't know if all father's realize that their role is just as important (if not even more so in some ways) than that of the mother. The ways to be involved offer some simple things that all dads can do even if they don't have a lot of time. The resources give fathers access to more information to help them become better dads.

I hope everyone saves my email and stays in touch. I would like to know how everyone is doing.
	Jennifer

	 
	Michelle

	 
	Stacey

	 

The dad folder project is a wonderful project in that it provides a missing entity for centers and their parents.  More dads need to get involved with their children’s education and this folder points that out very clearly.  It was meaningful to be a part of such a project.   
	Linda

	 

This project has helped me become more sensitive to making sure both parents feel welcomed in my class. I have made an effort to try to have conversations with the dads when they come to pick up their child or drop them off and pick up their child at school. I have shared it with some of the students in my other class and they thought it was great. This tri-fold can be instrumental in helping fathers become more involved in their child’s life because we are providing the reasons why it is important and how it will benefit the child. This assignment is very important and I plan to share it with others. I hope this tri-fold will have a lasting impression on many father and child relationships. 
	Latisha

	I had the opportunity to meet on Sunday morning after church for a focus group with 3 young fathers to discuss the project.  I asked the men to read the pamphlet and share what they liked and what they thought should be changed.  The overall assessment of the pamphlet was good.  One of the fathers liked that instead of being too wordy, the ideas and suggestions were to the point.  And one of the fathers brought up that the bullets were great for targeting a male audience.  I hadn't even thought of the fact that while most of our class consists of women, we were creating a pamphlet for men.  The dad who mentioned using bullets happens to be working on earning a degree in graphic design and was very impressed by our class' work!  He did suggest that we should enlarge the pictures since we are targeting a visually-stimulated male audience.  He also shared that connecting the pamphlet to a single website where further information can be found might be a good idea.

I appreciate that our class took part in this project--and that I had the opportunity to help with the part suggesting how fathers can participate in school--because I don't think I would have considered providing supplemental reading  material as a way to connect with the the community otherwise.  I hope that the teachers at the school where I will eventually teach will promote and be just as passionate about connecting not only with the students but connecting students with their families and community. 
	Tiffany


