Indicators of critical (+) and uncritical (-) thinking within online discussion forums
	Indicator
	+
	-

	Relevance
	Relevant statements
	Irrelevant statements, diversions

	Importance
	Important points/issues
	Unimportant, trivial points/issues

	Novelty. New info, ideas, solutions
	· New problem-related information

· New ideas for discussion

· New solutions to problems

· Welcoming new ideas

· Bringing new things in
	· Repeating what has been said

· False or trivial leads

· Accepting first offered solution

· Squashing, putting down new ideas

· Dragged into discussion by instructor

	Bringing outside knowledge/experience to bear on problem
	· Drawing on personal experience

· Refer to course material

· Use relevant outside material

· Evidence of using previous knowledge

· Course related problems brought in (e.g. students identify problems from lectures and texts)

· Welcoming outside knowledge
	· Sticking to prejudice or assumptions

· Squashing attempts to bring in outside knowledge

	Ambiguities: clarified or confused
	· Clear, unambiguous statements

· Discuss ambiguities to clear them up
	· Confused statements

· Continue to ignore ambiguities

	Linking ideas, interpretation
	· Linking facts, ideas and notions

· Generating new data from information collected
	· Repeating information without making inferences or offering an interpretation

· Stating that one shares the ideas or opinions stated, without taking these further or adding any personal comments

	Justification
	· Providing proof or examples

· Justifying solutions or judgments

· Setting out advantages and disadvantages of situation or solution
	· Irrelevant or obscuring questions or examples

· Offering judgments or solutions without explanations or justification

· Offering several solutions without suggesting which is the most appropriate

	Critical assessment
	· Critical assessment/evaluation of own or others' contributions

· Instructor prompts for critical evaluation
	· Uncritical acceptance or unreasoned rejection



	Practical utility (grounding)
	· Relate possible solutions to familiar situations

· Discuss practical utility of new ideas
	· Discuss in a vacuum (treat as if on Mars)

· Suggest impractical solutions

	Width of understanding (complete picture)
	· Widen discussion (problem within a larger perspective. 

· Intervention strategies within a wider framework.)
	· Narrow discussion. (Address bits or fragments of situation.

· Suggest glib, partial, interventions)


Discussion Forum Rubric – Online Weeks

For each discussion you will begin with a total of 25 points. Your responses will be graded for evidence of the 10 critical thinking skills indicators +/– 2 points for each indicator present and/or absent within the course of your discussion. A total of 5 points will be awarded or subtracted from the discussion grade based upon the timeliness of your participation. 

	Indicator
	Accomplished 

	Relevance
	

	Importance
	

	Novelty. New info, ideas, solutions
	

	Bringing outside knowledge/experience to bear on problem
	

	Ambiguities: clarified or confused
	

	Linking ideas, interpretation
	

	Justification
	

	Critical assessment
	

	Practical utility (grounding)
	

	Width of understanding (complete picture)
	

	Timeliness 
	

	Total Points: 


Instructor Comments:

