Point of View: Context means everything! Consider the following situations, perhaps case studies of children in your class: 

I. Little Miss Muffet

Little Miss Muffet

Sat on a tuffet

Eating her curds and whey.

Along came a spider

And sat down beside her

And frightened Miss Muffet away.

The meaning behind this nursery rhyme is that: 
1. There needs to be better control of insects in homes with children.

2. Children need to eat a more balanced diet.

3. A fright such as that could have a lasting effect on a child’s psyche.

4. Children need to be protected and not raised in contaminated areas.

What would the answer be if the test was written by and taken by a member of:

A. The American Psychological Association


B. The Dietary  and Nutritional Division of the American Dairy Association

C. The National Association of Exterminators

D. T. Berry Brazelton, MD

II. Mary Had a Little Lamb

Mary had a little lamb

Whose fleece was white as snow.

And everywhere that Mary went

The lamb was sure to go.

It followed her to school one day,

Which was against the rule.

It made the children laugh and play

To see a lamb in school.

The meaning behind this nursery rhyme is:

1. When animals are given regular checkups, their health, appearance, and vitality is enhanced. 

2. The strong bonds between a child and its pet are usually very positive and beneficial.

3. Owners who do not care for their animals and let them run loose should be fined.

4. There needs to be better discipline in today’s classrooms.

What would the answer be if the test were made by and taken by a member of:
A. The American Psychological Association
B. The American Association of Veterinarians
C. Society of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals

D. Robert Harmond (R-NC)

