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Curriculum Objectives

Objective 1: The implementation of this plan will see a rise in efficiency of administrators in the district by 70% or more from the previous school years referrals by clearly putting forth a course of consequences for those students that violate the policy.

Objective 2: The implementation of this plan will see a rise in the efficiency of teachers for the district in terms of discipline referrals by 70% or more from the previous school years referrals.  Removing the areas of contention caused by individual discipline plans and streamlining them into the aforementioned district approved plan will assist the classroom teacher in terms of discipline.

Objective 3: The implementation of this plan will see a rise in student performance by 70% as opposed to the previous years standards by making the students more aware of the course of actions expected of the students to improve the feeling of overall safety shared by all the students.

Objective 4: The implementation of this plan will see a decrease in the number of parent objections by 70% compared to the previous years objections based on the prevalence of consequences clearly drawn out by this plan.

Objective 5: The implementation of this plan will see a 100% increase in board and central office administration ability to adapt and modify this plan on a yearly basis.

Common Sense Zero Tolerance Policy

     In determination of what model to use for our plan we chose the Tyler Model of Curriculum Rationale.  We chose this method because it uses deductive thought processes.  The Tyler model was also used because it is linear and easy to follow a course of actions.  We began with the needs of society to have safe schools for our children.  We then gathered information from various sources on different views dealing with this subject.  We formulated a plan to involve administrators, teachers, parents and students in building a model of Common Sense Zero Tolerance Policy.  We then designed a specific program that schools can develop to meet the criteria that best suits the needs of their district.  This plan meets the educational philosophy that all children need a safe environment to learn in.  The mental and emotional needs of students are addressed in that they are involved in the design of this program, and their input is considered vital to success of the program.  Once the program is implemented it sets up a concise plan of action for the students to follow in the school setting.  This program also streamlines and improves the process of consequences with which school personnel may operate within to maintain school order and discipline.

Common Sense Zero Tolerance In Your School

What is Zero Tolerance?

Zero tolerance is the policy of suspending or expelling all students who violate school policy in regards to weapons, illegal substances, or threaten their fellow class mates or other school personnel.

History of Zero Tolerance

Zero tolerance in the schools is a result of the Gun-Free Schools Act of 1994 which required states to legislate zero-tolerance laws or risk losing federal funds.  The Gun-Free Schools Act included language allowing for local review on a case-by-case basis.  Some administrators have declined to exercise this discretion, believing instead that continued unwavering applications of zero tolerance is necessary to deal with disruptive students.

Current Status of Zero Tolerance in America

The federal government of the United States released the following statistics for schools:

Currently all 50 states have adopted some form of zero tolerance for their schools.  Most states leave the specifics of the policy to the individual districts to develop and implement.

94% of all schools report having a zero tolerance policy for possession of firearms on school grounds.

91% of all schools report having a zero tolerance policy for possession of weapons other than firearms on school grounds.

87% of all schools report having a zero tolerance policy for possession of alcohol on school grounds.

88% of all schools report having a zero tolerance policy for possession of illegal drugs on school grounds.

79% of all schools reported having a zero tolerance policy for violence and possession of tobacco on school grounds.

39% of all schools reported having a policy to report serious crime on school grounds.

3% of all schools reported requiring students to wear uniforms to school.

Currently the American Bar Association, the National Education Agency, and the American Civil Rights Association have all released reports that condemn zero tolerance policies in American schools.

Lawsuits from zero tolerance policies in American schools are at an all time high.

Objections to Zero Tolerance Policies

In 1998 3.1 million students were suspended from U.S. schools.  Nearly 100,000 more were expelled.  The vast majority of those punishments were for relatively minor offenses.

Minority students are subject to higher rates of suspension or expulsion than their Anglo counterparts.

Students with special needs are not given any consideration for violations, thus resulting in a greater loss of academic progress than students without special educational needs.

Students are denied the basic legal process under zero tolerance.

Government Recommendations for Zero Tolerance Policies

1. Specify clear consequences for misbehavior, with consistency of application.

2. Allow flexibility and consider expulsion alternatives

3. Clearly define what constitutes a weapon, drug, or an act of misbehavior

4. Comply with state due-process laws and allow for student hearings

5. Develop the policy collaboratively with all stake holding agencies (state departments of education, juvenile justice, and health and human services)

6. Learn from the experiences educators have had with zero tolerance in other states, schools, and districts

7. Integrate comprehensive health-education programs that include drug and alcohol curricula

8. Tailor the policy to local needs

9. Review the policy each year

How to Implement the Common Sense Zero Tolerance policy in your school.

Step 1.  Organize a committee that includes faculty, administrators, and parents to establish the guidelines for implementation of your plan.  ( If possible include legal experts, and those familiar with juvenile justice)

Step 2.  Distribute the questionnaires provided with your packet to administrators, faculty, parents and students to be completed and returned by a date you set.

Step 3.  Compile the information into data to be used in your new Common Sense Zero Tolerance policy.

Step 4.  Use the information from your questionnaires to help you formulate a Common Sense Zero Tolerance policy.  (This will be the job of the committee from step 1)

Step 5. Provide recommendations to principal (if he/she is not already on the committee) or to the appropriate central office personnel.  

Step 6. Make any changes principal or central office suggests.

Step 7. Present to school board for their approval.  Representatives of the committee should be present to answer any questions board members may have.

Step 8. Pending approval by the school board (you may have to make changes they suggest) prepare a copy of the new policy for distribution to administrators, faculty, parents and students (It should be included in the student and faculty handbooks).

Step 9. Encourage all concerned to attend a meeting to discuss the new policy with parents and students.  Encourage the local paper to attend the meeting and print the new policy in a future edition.  You may also add it to your schools web page if you have one.

Step 10. Have students take the form provided in the packet that states the student and the parents have read and discussed the new policy, and they are aware of the changes. (Require 100% return of these forms at the beginning of school just as you would enrollment forms, and be sure that all new students receive and return the form as well)

Place these forms in a secure place for future use should the need arise.

Step 11. Review the policy at the end of each year, and make any necessary changes to the policy.

Survey to determine extent of Common Sense Zero Tolerance in our school

Please indicate which of the infractions listed below you would favor including in our schools new Common Sense Zero Tolerance program.  If you feel any other infractions not listed should be added please feel free to add them at the bottom of the list.

[ ] guns

[ ] metal knives

[ ] plastic knives

[ ] other explosives

[ ]  fireworks

[ ] mace or pepper spray

[ ] non ornamental chains

[ ] scissors

[ ] other sharp objects (ice picks, box cutters, compasses, nail files)

[ ] clubs (including baseball bats, tire irons, pipes)

[ ] illegal drugs

[ ] non prescription drugs

[ ] acid or other abrasive chemicals

[ ] brass knuckles or other hard objects to inflict damage

[ ] tobacco

[ ] dart guns, sling shots, darts, throwing stars

[ ] other _______________________________

[ ] other _______________________________

[ ] other _______________________________

Questionnaire for Common Sense Zero Tolerance Schools

Please indicate which of these activities you feel a student should be subject to the Common Sense Zero Tolerance program for committing.  You may add your own suggestions at the bottom if you feel all your concerns were not addressed by this list.

[ ] Fighting

[ ] Gang Activity

[ ] Bullying

[ ] Hazing

[ ] Threatening a student (orally, physically, or written)

[ ] Sexual Harassment

[ ] Possession of Obscene Materials

[ ] Cell Phones or Beepers

[ ] Dress code violations

[ ] Swearing

[ ] Showing disrespect to school personnel

[ ] Racist or sexist remarks/actions

[ ] Loitering

[ ] Excessive tardiness

[ ] Truancy

[ ] Other ____________________________

[ ] Other ____________________________

[ ] Other ____________________________

Common Sense Zero Tolerance Policy

I have read the Common Sense Zero Tolerance Policy with my child/children, and we agree to follow the policy as it is written.  I understand that it is a cooperative effort to educate our children, and this policy is intended to make our school as safe an environment for learning as possible.  I do not give away my rights to a fair due process by signing this form, and I am aware of the new policy.

Parent(s) signature__________________________________________________

Student signature___________________________________________________

Date_________ 
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Workshop Evaluation

In-Service Participant Evaluation Form

Program Title:__________________________________ Date: ______________________

Position:_______________________________ School: ____________________________

Directions:  Please use the following scale to represent your reaction to each of the following items

1  poor
2 fair
3 good 
4 excellent
5 superior

1.   The presenter was well prepared:


1     2     3     4     5

2.   The objectives of this program were clear: 

1     2     3     4     5

3.   This program will be useful to our district:

1     2     3     4     5  

4.   Overall, I consider the value of this program to be:

1     2     3     4     5

Comments:

Thank you for your time and suggestions.

