English 101.004
Opening Writing Exercise

Dr. Roggenkamp

This section of English 101 will focus on themes that all students can relate to in one fashion or another: religion, morality, and values.  To start us off thinking about these deeply personal and philosophical issues, please reflect on the following questions.  You may either write out your response on loose-leaf notebook paper or type it.
▫ Are religious beliefs and practices important to you?  Do they play an important part in your day-to-day life as a college student?  Many people assume that religion plays little part in the typical college student’s daily life.  If this is not true for you, how would you respond to someone who makes this assumption?

▫ How would you describe the level of religious expression on campus?  What observations can you make about your fellow students’ religious beliefs?  Do you feel comfortable discussing religion with other students or asking about their beliefs?  Why or why not?  Have your religious practices and/or general moral values changed since you started college?

▫ Should a college education include a “moral” component?  What if that education is taking place at a public university, such as this one?  Why or why not?  What are the risks and/or benefits of including a moral component in the curriculum?
▫ Do you think it is possible to be a morally upright person without being religious?  Why or why not?  Is it possible to be a spiritual person without being religious (and what’s the difference between those two)?

