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Prewriting: 

“I realize I am overstating things a bit, but for at least some of my students, I think that prewriting, brainstorming, adapting to audience-analysis protocols, letting ideas ‘cook,’ is—at some psychological level—letting go of moorings that run clear to God” (Robert Johnson).
1. Respond to the above quotation from Johnson’s piece.  Do you agree that critical thinking tends to cut loose religious “moorings?”  Is this a necessary or desirable outcome of critical thinking?  Why or why not?

2. In what ways do where we live and with whom we live affect what we say and do?  How has this been true for you?  For Johnson?
Drafting: 
This assignment essentially asks you to respond to Johnson’s representation of his students and their critical thinking skills.  What is it in the acts of critical thinking, reading, and writing that Johnson values?  What arguments is he making about his students, and what is your position in relation to those arguments?  Where does what he says ring true?  Where do his attempts to understand the “Other” (that is, students in North Texas) break down because of his own assumptions, prejudices, and cultural biases?  What specific stories can you tell to support his case or argue against it—do you have stories from your own experience that either support or contradict what Johnson says here?
Timeline for WA1:

“Opening Writing Exercise” on own religious view due:

1/25

“Now that You’ve Read” responses due



1/27

“Prewriting” responses due:





1/30

First draft due:






2/6
In-class peer workshops:





2/6 & 2/8
Complete unit folder due (with completed submission form): 
2/13
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Unit 1 Submission Form

Your name: 





Email: 





Place all of your work in a two-pocket folder in the order set forth below.  Please note that if you fail to include everything, I reserve the right to return the unit to you ungraded.  You don’t want this to happen, for it will undoubtedly produce extra work for you and painful consequences in your final grade for this course.

By initialing and signing below, you are confirming that your unit folder contains all of the work listed below, as required for the successful completion of the unit.

In the left pocket of your folder:
Place your initials in the blank to indicate that you are turning in each of these documents.  Place the following documents in the left pocket of your two-pocket folder, in the order listed.


_____  Opening Writing Exercise response

 
_____  Response to “Prewriting” questions


_____  Response to “Now that you’ve read” questions

In the right pocket of your folder:

Place your initials in the blank to indicate that you are turning in each of these documents.  Place the following documents in the right pocket of your two-pocket folder, in the order listed.


_____  Signed Unit 1 Submission Form (this should be on top)


_____  Final copy of Writing Assignment 1 (WA1)


_____  All earlier drafts for Writing Assignment 1 (WA1)


_____  All written responses from peers gathered during in-class work-shopping

Certification:  All the work submitted in this unit folder is my own, and none of it violates the policies concerning intellectual honesty and plagiarism as stated in the course policy section of the syllabus.  I understand that violation of these policies will result in a failing grade for the unit and may lead to a failing grade for the class as well.
Your Signature






Date of Submission 

OTHER NOTES FOR UNIT ONE

I will return your unit folder with my comments and a preliminary grade, generally within 7-10 school days after submission.  If you have questions about the grade or comments, please make an appointment to see me, as I will not discuss individual grades during class time.  Remember that you may raise your preliminary grade by completing an additional draft of the unit writing assignment and submitting it in your final portfolio (though a grade raise is of course not guaranteed).

PLEASE HEAD YOUR FINAL PAPER AS FOLLOWS:
Your name

Dr. Roggenkamp

English 101

13 February 2006
Title of paper centered in middle of page

OTHER TECHNICALITIES:
( 1 inch margins all around. (Many computers default to 1.25” on left and right margins.  You can change these margins in Microsoft Word by going to the “File” menu, then “Page Setup.”) 

( Double-space entire paper

( 12 point font in a standard font like Times New Roman or Arial

(  Indent new paragraphs 5 spaces (or one “tab”)

