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	Course Description
	Of the issues facing middle and high schools today, one of the most pressing involves disputes about what adolescents should (or shouldn’t) read. In trying to balance the diverse needs and beliefs of constituents, Americans have in the last twenty-five years seen escalating complaints about literature offered in classrooms and school libraries. 

The goal of this course is to investigate the issue of censorship as it pertains to literature frequently used in American middle schools and high schools. Our readings will include books that have been either widely challenged or successfully banned in public schools and public libraries, and in community “common read” programs. While the course will not focus exclusively on “book banning” (after all, this is an English class, not a First Amendment law class), the issue of censorship will serve as a touchstone as we investigate some of the most compelling—and controversial—works written for adolescents and/or read by adolescents in the nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first centuries. As we read these literary texts and think about the protests that have been lodged against them, we will want to consider how our own beliefs shape and are shaped by reading and by ideology, the value of consuming controversial literature, and what limits (if any) should be placed on adolescents’ freedom to read—and who should place those limits. We will also want to question why fiction written for and read by 12 to 18-year-olds seems so vulnerable to controversy.

Please note: While we may occasionally discuss such issues as adolescent development and pedagogy, this is not a class about teaching adolescent literature in the middle school or high school classroom. Rather, our focus will be on reading and interpreting adolescent literature from an adult, literary point of view.


	Course Structure
	In brief, this course will use reading, lectures, online discussion, papers, and a reading journal.

1. Reading Notes. These will be generally brief notes that you should always read BEFORE you read the works assigned for the week. The Reading Notes will introduce you to important concepts and contexts to keep in mind as you read and post to the discussion board. 

2. Online discussions. This is the most substantive part of your week-to-week grade for the course. For specific instructions on discussion threads and deadlines, see the weekly breakdown on this syllabus. You will be required to post in two “portions” each week. Your first responses will be due by Thursday at midnight, and your next responses will be due by Sunday at midnight. You may post as many times as you like in each “portion,” and you should definitely post in the first “portion” even if you are not quite finished with the book—sometimes it is very instructive to see people’s responses when they are only mid-way through a book. NOTE: If you miss one of the “portions” of a week’s discussion (i.e. either the one due by the end of Thursday or the one due by the end of Sunday) you will only receive partial credit for that week’s discussion.
I have not set a specific quota for how many posts you need to provide for each “portion” of a week’s discussion. However, as a very general guideline, I will be looking for perhaps four substantive posts total per week to earn a “B” for that week’s discussion (by substantive I mean posts that are more than one sentence in length, posts that are detailed and specific, posts that work to enrich the conversation—not, in other words, short, overly-generalized posts that simply say “I really liked this story”). 
I urge you to write your comments in response to what others have posted, in addition to starting your own threads. The whole idea is to get a discussion going! Sometimes I will start you off with a particular question, topic, or prompt. Other times I may just invite you to bring up your own topics. I will step in and participate occasionally in these discussions, and I will read everything, but I will not respond to each and every post because I am more interested in what you have to say about the pieces we read than in what I have to say. Please note that if you miss a discussion deadline, you will not be allowed to go back and post there. Thus you would not receive credit for that assignment.
3. Writing. You will have two papers, which you will submit in the Dropbox portion of this website. The first paper (due at the end of Week 8) will be an analysis or “close reading” of several passages from the books we have read up to that point. The second paper (due at the end of Week 15) will be a “rationale” for a book of your choosing from the syllabus. I will supply more information on both papers later in the semester. I will not accept late papers unless under the most exceptional of circumstances (e.g. death of immediate family member, documented hospitalization, etc.). Technology problems will not be accepted as an excuse for late work of any kind. 

4. Journal. I have divided one of our books, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, into two weeks. For the first half of the book, I am asking you to write a lengthy journal entry instead of posting to the discussion board. At minimum, I would like to see about 500-700 words in this journal entry. 

5. And of course lots and lots of reading. 

Each week you should review the schedule on the syllabus carefully each week and make sure you are looking at the "Reading Notes," "Assignment," and "Discussion" areas under the "Week" tabs on the left side of the screen (and “Journal,” as well, when we get to that part of the course). Be thorough in looking over relevant areas of the eCollege website, and let me know if you can't find something or if you find an error.


	Student Learning Outcomes
	· Students will demonstrate effective writing by composing passage analyses that meet or exceed expectations, as measured by a rubric used in evaluating the first writing assignment.

· Students will demonstrate effective organization of a written “rationale,” as measured by a rubric used in evaluating the organization of the second writing assignment. 


	Required Texts
	The following texts are available at campus bookstores, but you may of course obtain them from other sources like amazon.com. The ISBNs refer to the editions ordered through the bookstore—again, you are free to use other editions, provided they are complete and not abridged versions.
· Sherman Alexie, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian (9780316013697)
· Laurie Halse Anderson, Twisted (9780670061013)
· Maya Angelou, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (9780345514400) 
· Suzanne Collins, The Hunger Games (978043902528)
· Robert Cormier, The Chocolate War (9780375829871)

· Chris Crutcher, Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes (9780060094898)

· Mark Haddon, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time (9781400032716)

· Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird (9780446310789)

· J. D. Salinger, Catcher in the Rye (9780316769488)
· Neal Shusterman, Unwind (9781416912057) 
· Mark Twain, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (9780412437179)

· Additional readings as indicated in the Schedule of Assignments, available in the eCollege “Doc Sharing” section  



	Grading
	Your final grade for the class will be calculated with the following weights:
· Discussion posts     52%

· Journal entry           03%

· Paper 1                    20%

· Paper 2                    25%
TOTAL                 100%


	Late Assignments
	You will submit your papers to me using the eCollege Dropboxes set up for that purpose. Papers will be due before midnight by SATURDAY of the weeks indicated in the “Schedule of Assignments” section of the syllabus. I grant extensions on papers only under the most exceptional of circumstances. I will only accept late papers if you make explicit prior arrangements with me and provide documented proof of your inability to complete the paper on time due to extenuating circumstances (dire illness, death in the immediate family, etc.). Please note that technology problems are not an excuse for late papers. Similarly, it is your responsibility to make sure you meet deadlines for discussion. Note them carefully.



	Technology Requirements
	This course will be facilitated using eCollege, the Learning Management System used by TAMU-Commerce. To get started with the course, go to https://leo.tamu-commerce.edu/login.aspx. You will need your CWID and password to log in to the course page. If you do not know your CWID or have forgotten your password, contact Technology Services at 902-468-6000 or helpdesk@tamu-commerce.edu. To complete this course successfully, you will need a computer with internet access (high speed recommended, not dial up) and a word processor equipped with Microsoft Word. Our campus is optimized to work in a Microsoft Windows environment. This means our courses work best if you are using a Windows operating system (XP or newer) and a recent version of a browser like Internet Explorer or Google Chrome. Your course will also work with Macintosh OS x along with a recent version of Safari 2.0 or better. Along with Explorer, Chrome, and Safari, eCollege also supports the Firefox browser (3.0) on both Windows and Mac operating systems.


	Communication and Technical Support
	If I need to contact the class directly, I will use your university email account (myLeo), so please be sure to check this with frequency. TAMU-Commerce provides students with technical support in the use of eCollege. Technology problems are not an excuse for a late assignment—make sure you submit your work in time to allow for any problems accessing the Dropbox. You may reach the help desk by the following means, 24 hours a day, seven days a week:

· Phone 1-866-656-5511 to speak with eCollege Technical Support Representatives

· Email helpdesk@online.tamuc.org to initiate a support request with an eCollege Technical Support Representative

Click on the “Help” button on the toolbar for information regarding working with eCollege (e.g. how to post to discussion, how to submit something to the Dropbox, etc).


	Additional Statements of Policy
	· The Department of Literature and Languages and Texas A&M University-Commerce do not tolerate plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty. Instructors uphold and support the highest academic standards, and students are expected to do likewise. Penalties for students guilty of academic dishonesty include disciplinary probation, suspension, and expulsion, as well as failure of the assignment and/or course. Refer to the Texas A&M University—Commerce Code of Student Conduct 5.b[1,2,3]. Examples of plagiarism include but are not restricted to turning in an essay written entirely by someone else; copying any portion of someone else’s words and presenting those words as your own (e.g. without quotation or citation); copying paragraphs, sentences, or parts of sentences from another source; using the same ideas that you have found in another writer’s essay and presenting those ideas as your own; and using someone else’s basic sentences but changing just a few words (again, without quotation or citation).
· The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Office of Student Resources and Services, Gee Library Room 132, (903) 886-5150, (903) 886-5835, StudentDisabilityResources@tamu-commerce.edu. 

· All students enrolled at the University must follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. Higher education provides us the opportunity to explore difficult and controversial material in a safe, supportive, non-destructive locale. Additionally, I enforce standards of inclusiveness in my classes. What that means is that I will not tolerate discrimination and disrespect in regard to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, disability, public assistance status, veteran status, or sexual orientation. 
· If you plan to seek teaching certification, you must pass the state’s certification examination. Please see the department’s TExES advisor for more information. 

· You are responsible for reading and understanding all the items included on this 
syllabus and on additional materials you receive from me over the course of the term.



	Schedule of Assignments

English 406
Read and/or complete the following assignments during the week indicated

	Week 1

1/17 – 1/22
	· Introduce yourself on Discussion Board
· Read all items in “Week 1 Readings” folder in Doc Sharing

· Post responses to discussion threads set up on discussion board



	Week 2

1/23 – 1/29
	· Begin by reading the “Reading Notes”

· Robert Cormier, The Chocolate War
· Read all items in “Week 2 Readings” folder in Doc Sharing
· Part 1 of discussion due by midnight, 1/26; Part 2 due by midnight 1/29


	Week 3

1/30 – 2/5
	· Begin by reading the “Reading Notes”
· Laurie Halse Anderson, Twisted
· Part 1 of discussion due by midnight, 2/2; Part 2 due by midnight 2/5


	Week 4

2/6 – 2/12
	· Begin by reading the “Reading Notes”
· Chris Crutcher, Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes
· Part 1 of discussion due by midnight, 2/9; Part 2 due by midnight 2/12


	Week 5

2/13 – 2/19

	· Begin by reading the “Reading Notes”

· Mark Twain, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn—read first half of novel
· Post 500-700 words in the JOURNAL about your reading (observations, analysis of particular scenes or characters or themes, questions you have about the remainder of the novel, etc.)

· Note: if you have trouble with reading the dialect in the novel, you may want to listen to a free audio version of the novel, available at librivox.org, which you can also download to your iPod or mp3 player. See http://librivox.org/adventures-of-huckleberry-finn-by-mark-twain/ 


	Week 6
2/20 –2/26

	· Finish reading Twain, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
· Part 1 of discussion due by midnight, 2/23; Part 2 due by midnight 2/26

	Week 7

2/27 – 3/4

	· Begin by reading the “Reading Notes”

· J. D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye
· Part 1 of discussion due by midnight, 3/1; Part 2 due by midnight 1/29

	Week 8

3/5 – 3/11

	· Paper 1 due by midnight, 3/11, in Week 8 Dropbox (see instructions in eCollege, under Week 8 “Assignment”)

	Week 9 

3/19 – 3/25

	· Begin by reading the “Reading Notes”

· Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird
· Part 1 of discussion due by midnight, 3/22; Part 2 due by midnight 3/25


	Week 10

3/26 – 4/1
	· Begin by reading the “Reading Notes”

· Maya Angelou, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
· Part 1 of discussion due by midnight, 3/29; Part 2 due by midnight 4/1



	Week 11

4/2 – 4/8

	· Begin by reading the “Reading Notes”

· Sherman Alexie, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
· Part 1 of discussion due by midnight, 4/5; Part 2 due by midnight 4/8



	Week 12

4/9 – 4/15

	· Begin by reading the “Reading Notes”

· Mark Haddon, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time
· Part 1 of discussion due by midnight, 4/12; Part 2 due by midnight 4/15



	Week 13

4/16 – 4/22

	· Begin by reading the “Reading Notes”

· Suzanne Collins, The Hunger Games
· Part 1 of discussion due by midnight, 4/19; Part 2 due by midnight 4/22



	Week 14

4/23 – 4/29

	· Begin by reading the “Reading Notes”

· Neal Shusterman, Unwind
· Part 1 of discussion due by midnight, 4/26; Part 2 due by midnight 4/29



	Week 15

4/30 – 5/6

	· Paper 2 due by midnight, 5/6 in Week 15 Dropbox (see instructions in eCollege, under Week 15 “Assignment”)
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