Basic “short essay” structure (5 paragraph essay)
Introduction, which includes THESIS STATEMENT and mention of the supporting ideas
( Thesis is an OPINION, which you will prove to be a valid, persuasive point of view

Supporting paragraph 1

(Each supporting paragraph begins with a TOPIC SENTENCE, which provides a reason why the thesis of the paper should be considered true

( For each topic sentence, an example or piece of evidence is used to help PROVE:

(a) that the topic sentence of the paragraph is true, and

(b) that the thesis of the whole paper is true

Supporting paragraph 2
Supporting paragraph 3

Conclusion, which includes restatement of thesis and supporting ideas

Paper thesis: Robert Johnson presents an unsupportable argument when he says that most students in North Texas are irreparably hampered by their conservative religious upbringings.

Supporting reasons: 
Reason 1:  Johnson’s argument falls short in part because many openly religious students in North Texas display strong willingness to read books that have been banned in many of their churches.  

Example: student who was a youth minister at a very conservative church, who loved studying Harry Potter even though church’s main minister had preached against it

Reason 2: Even though religious conservatism may be strongly evident among students in North Texas, that is certainly not true of all or even most of them.  To characterize all North Texas students in this way undermines whole argument.

Example: students of mine who have identified themselves as atheist, agnostic, Wiccan, Jewish, Hindu, etc.
Reason 3:  some other reason why I disagree with Johnson’s view
Conclusion

