English 201.001 and .002

Spring 2007
Exam 1: Short Stories Review Sheet 

Dr. Roggenkamp

Your first examination will consist of two parts: a “terms” part and a passage identification and analysis part.  Each and every story listed on the syllabus up until the day of the exam is fair game.  In order to be thoroughly prepared for the exam, you should have read each story closely at least twice, thought about it carefully, been an active participant in class, taken copious notes, used your book during discussion, and listened to your peers.  If you have not done these things up to this point, your preparation will need to be all the more rigorous.  Be sure you are in attendance for this exam—no “make up” exam is offered, and your absence would result in a 0 for the first exam, making it almost impossible to pass the rest of the class.
I.  Terms.  The first portion of your exam will involve terminology.  You should be able to (a) provide a precise definition of these terms; and (b) supply a strong example of each term’s use from the short stories we have studied from the course.  
	Plot elements:
	Genre

	
Exposition
	Theme 

	
Rising action
	Symbol

	
Climax
	Foreshadowing

	
Falling action 
	Setting

	            Dénouement
	Style

	            Open/closed ending
	Irony

	Point of View / Narration:
	Juxtaposition

	
First person narrator
	Text

	
Second person narrator
	Context

	
Third person narrator

                  Third person omniscient

                  Third person limited omniscient

                  Third person objective
	Subtext

Character elements:
          Dynamic character

          Static character

	
Reliable narrator
	

	
Unreliable narrator
	


II.   Passage identification and analysis.  We have been working on reading short stories closely and analyzing their elements in order to investigate various authors’ textual styles and to determine possible subtexts and meanings.  This part of the exam will ask you to put those skills to the test by yourself.  I will supply a number of short passages selected from our readings.  For each passage, your task will be (a) to identify the work by author and title; and (b) to explain what is significant about the passage.  The goal is to ANALYZE the details in the passage and EXPLAIN what meaning those details have within the passage itself and within the work as a whole.  Plot summary will not suffice.  Some of these may be passages we have discussed in class.  Others may be passages we did not discuss closely or at all.
