English 201.001 and .002
Spring 2007
Exam 2: Poetry Review Sheet 

Dr. Roggenkamp

The second examination will assess your comprehension of various poetic terms, test the application of that terminology to actual poems, and measure your ability to analyze critically a select number of poems.  The exam will consist of three sections, described below.

In order to be prepared for the exam, you should be able to (1) define precisely and to understand fully the literary terms listed below; (2) understand how these various terms are used in poetry (a good way to review this part is to reread the poems, looking over your notes and trying to identify different elements of the poetry); and (3) explain and analyze the poem assigned for part three of the exam (see below).

Be sure you are in attendance for this exam – no “make up” exam is offered, and your absence will result in a 0 for the second exam.

I.  Terms.  (25 points) The first portion of the exam will involve terminology.  You will be required to provide a precise definition for a number of poetic terms.  Unlike the first exam, you will not be required to provide specific examples from your readings.  But I WILL be looking for very detailed and exact definitions!  You will, once again, have a slight choice about which terms you choose to define.  The terms listed below are all fair game—I’ll be choosing the test list from this more complete list.
	Line
	Meter

	Stanza
	Trimeter

	Couplet
	Tetrameter

	Quatrain
	Pentameter

	Sestet
	Alliteration

	Dramatic monologue
	Assonance

	Sonnet
	Simile

	Free verse
	Metaphor

	Bound form
	Rhyme scheme

	Petrarchan / Italian sonnet
	Image

	Shakespearean / English sonnet
	


II.  Sonnet.  (35 points) For the second section of the exam, I will provide you with a sonnet, one that we have not studied in class.  I will ask you to identify the sonnet’s type and provide a general analysis of it.    
III.  Analysis.  (40 points) The last section of the exam will ask you to write a short essay on William Blake’s poem “A Poison Tree,” printed on page 962 of your anthology.  To prepare for this section of the exam, you will want to read “A Poison Tree” several times before the exam and think carefully about its images and meaning.  Be ready to explain these in writing.
