English 305.001
Fall 2007

Exam 1 Information

Dr. Roggenkamp

Your first examination in English 305 will test your understanding of the way picture books function as a fusion of text and image, and it will also test your understanding of the development of ideas about “childhood” and “children’s literature” as seen in some of the books we have examined in class so far.

You will need to bring a bluebook to class in which to write your exam responses.

Section One will test your ability to explain how the textual and pictorial elements of a picture book work together in order to create meaning, or what Perry Nodelman calls a “third story” that goes beyond either the words or the pictures on their own.  I will select a page spread from one of the picture books we have studied—Virginia Burton’s The Little House—and ask you to “read” both the pictorial and textual elements together, in the manner we have practiced in class.  In essence, you will be writing an essay in which you analyze the page spread, both in terms of what it shows in its immediate context and in terms of the broader context of the whole book—that is, how do the pages fit into the scheme of the book as a whole.  Value: 40 points.

Section Two will test your understanding of how ideas about “childhood” and “children’s literature” have developed over time.  In order to test this, I will be asking you to write an essay on the following topic: 

Using specific textual details from either John Newbery’s Little Pretty Pocket Book (published 1744) OR Heinrich Hoffmann’s Struwwelpeter (published 1845), and then details from either Lois Lowry’s Number the Stars (published 1989) OR E. B. White’s Charlotte’s Web (1952), and also drawing upon the notes provided in class about the history of children’s literature, explain how we can see shifting ideas about childhood and children’s literature.
In essence, then, this essay question asks you to use your knowledge of the history of children’s literature, as outlined in the first couple of weeks of class, to compare two texts—one published long ago, and one published much more recently.  In comparing these two texts, your goal will be to make an argument about how we can see, through the texts, changes in the way we understand childhood and children’s literature.  Then again, perhaps you will conclude that our conceptions of childhood and children’s literature have not changed all that much—it’s up to you to formulate your own thesis for this portion of the exam!
