English 305.001
Fall 2007
Final Exam Information
Dr. Roggenkamp
 
Your final examination in English 305 will test your ability to analyze passages from the novels we have read in the second half of the course, and it will also ask you to write an usual sort of “essay” or defense of a book.
 
PLEASE BRING A BLUEBOOK TO CLASS
 
Section One will test your ability to read and to analyze passages from novels written for children.  I will supply a number of short passages from the novels we have read during the second half of the semester (from Dear Mr. Henshaw through Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone) and ask you to choose several to analyze.  For each passage, your task will be (a) to identify the work by title and author; and (b) to explain the passage’s significance.  Remember, the goal is to ANALYZE the details in the passage and EXPLAIN what meaning those details have within the passage itself and within the work as a whole.  Plot summary will not suffice.  I recommend aiming for a full page of analysis per passage.
Value: 100 points
 
Section Two will ask you to write a persuasive piece, in which you take on the persona of a member of a children’s book awards committee.  Your job it is to convince the other members of the committee that your chosen book should win the “Best Book” prize.  What kind of case will you make for your book?  How will you convince other readers of its worth?  What sorts of things do you need to explain or point out in order to persuade someone else—someone who has read the book but isn’t sure yet that it’s the best—that your book is deserving of this prize?  Obviously, it would not be enough to write, “This book should win because it’s really good.”  You would need to be very specific and detailed in your explanation of why the book is deserving of that honor.  Length is up to you—but I will say I can’t possibly imagine doing a really thorough job of this in less than three or four blue book pages.  You can choose ANY book that we’ve read in the last half of the class:  Dear Mr. Henshaw. Monkey Island, Maniac Magee, The Tale of Despereaux, The Invention of Hugo Cabret, or Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.  To get started thinking about this, you might want to read the actual criteria for a big book award like the Newbery, which you can view here: http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/awardsscholarships/literaryawds/newberymedal/newberyterms/newberyterms.htm 
Value: 100 points

NOTE: You may EITHER type up your response at home, spending no more than one hour in actual writing time (spend as much time as you like in advance thinking and planning, however), OR you may write your response in your blue book during the actual, scheduled exam time.
