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	Course Description
	This course in Major American Writers examines the work of John Steinbeck, looking at some of Steinbeck’s most popular and influential—not to mention controversial—novels and stories, read within their cultural, intellectual, and political contexts. As we move through the semester, we will think not only about Steinbeck’s artistic craft and developing aesthetic and philosophical sensibilities, but also his place in the canon of American literature, questioning how his reputation has changed over time and how consideration of that change can help us understand some of the larger issues facing the classification and study of American fiction.

	Course

Objectives
	· Students will understand Steinbeck’s work in relation to its aesthetic and cultural contexts.
· Students will demonstrate effective analysis of critical works about Steinbeck.

· Students will produce original research papers with well-crafted argumentation.

	Student Learning Outcomes
	· Students will demonstrate effective analysis of critical works that meets or exceeds expectations, as measured by a rubric used in evaluating the Critical Article Review.
· Students will demonstrate well-crafted argumentation in the research paper through the use of thesis statements that meet or exceed expectations, as measured by the thesis rubric used for evaluating the final paper.

	Required Texts
	The following works are required for this course (unless otherwise indicated, author is John Steinbeck). In addition, you will have a small number of readings to complete that you will download from eCollege (details provided in schedule of assignments). In general, you may use any edition you like. The ISBNs listed correspond with the editions ordered through the bookstore.
· Pastures of Heaven (ISBN 9780140187489)
· Tortilla Flat (ISBN 9780140187403)

· In Dubious Battle (ISBN 9780143039631)

· Of Mice and Men (ISBN 97801420000670)

· The Long Valley (ISBN 9780140187458)

· The Grapes of Wrath (ISBN 9780142000663)
· Cannery Row (ISBN 9780142000687)
· East of Eden (ISBN 9780142004234)

· Travels with Charley in Search of America (ISBN 9780142000700)

· America and Americans (ISBN 9780142437414)

· Jackson J. Benson, John Steinbeck, Writer (ISBN 9780140144178)


	Grading Breakdown
	Critical article in-class presentation & handout            15%
Critical article written review (4-5 pp.)                        25%
Research paper (15-18 pp.)                                           40%

Class participation                                                        20%
Total                                                                           100%

	Critical Article Review
	Each student will be asked to select, read, and evaluate a full-length (e.g. about 20-25 pages) critical article on one text during the semester. When it is your turn, you will be responsible for three things:

· Presenting that article’s thesis, main points, supporting arguments, etc. orally in class, providing as well your evaluation of the article’s value and success in making its case.
· Providing the class with a 2-3 page handout with this same information (together, the oral summary and handout comprise 15% of final grade).
· Writing a 4-5 page (double-spaced) review and analysis of the article to turn in to me. In essence, this paper will explain the article’s argument, main points, and structure. Then you will weigh in how successful the author was in making his/her argument. Do you find it convincing? Why or why not? What are the article’s strengths and weaknesses? The written critical article review is worth 25% of your overall grade. 

Note: this portion of the grade requires that you access university databases and journals, so you will want to get started on it right away because you will probably need to request some articles via Interlibrary Loan, which can take some time. If you do not understand how the library’s databases work and/or have never used the MLA International Bibliography to search for academic articles, a visit to the reference librarians at Gee Library is in order. It’s your responsibility as graduate students to know the basics of how to do academic research. And remember that you should not limit yourself to whichever articles are available full-text via ProjectMuse or JSTOR. MLA is much more comprehensive, and ILL must be your friend!

	Other 

Papers
	You will have three papers in this class, one the review of a piece of secondary scholarship (described above) and the other an original piece of research and scholarship, 15-18 pages in length. I will provide further information on this paper later.

	Technology Requirements
	This course will be supplemented using eCollege, the Learning Management System used by TAMU-Commerce. We will be using Dropbox, and DocSharing, and I will be maintaining my gradebook there. To get started with the course, go to: https://leo.tamucommerce.edu/login.aspx. You will need your CWID and password to log in to the course. If you do not know your CWID or have forgotten your password, contact Technology Services at 903-468-6000 or helpdesk@tamu-commerce.edu. To access eCollege, you will need a computer with internet access (high speed recommended, not dial-up), and a word processor equipped with Microsoft Word. Our campus is optimized to work in a Microsoft Windows environment. This mean ours courses work best if you are using a Windows operating system (XP or newer) and a recent version of Microsoft Internet Explorer (6.0, 7.0, 8.0). Your courses will also work with Macintosh OS x along with a recent version of Safari 2.0 or better. Along with Internet Explorer and Safari, eCollege also supports the Firefox browser (3.0) on both Windows and Mac operating systems.

	Attendance

	Your attendance in class is crucial. According to the TAMU-Commerce student handbook, “students are expected to be preset for all class meetings of any course for which they are enrolled. I will keep attendance, and you can expect your grade to be docked for unexcused absences. By departmental policy, students are permitted to make up work for excused absences, examples of which may include participation in a required or authorized university activity, or death in the immediate family. If you know you are going to be absent for any authorized reason, please make arrangements with me in advance.

	Additional Policies
	▪  Instructors in the Department of Literature and Languages do not tolerate plagiarism or other forms of academic dishonesty, and acts of plagiarism can lead to immediate failure of the assignment and/or course. Instructors uphold and support the highest academic standards, and students are expected to do likewise. Penalties for students guilty of academic dishonesty include disciplinary probation, suspension, and expulsion (Texas A&M University—Commerce Code of Student Conduct 5.b[1,2,3]). Examples of plagiarism include but are not limited to cutting and pasting information directly from online sources, copying material from books without providing source documentation, taking essays wholesale from online sources, having someone else write a paper for you, and turning in work that you have already submitted for another class.
 ▪ All students enrolled at the University must follow the tenets of common decency and
    acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. Standards of decency and acceptable behavior extend to the use of cell phones and instant messaging—please turn them off in the classroom unless you are awaiting a real emergency call for some reason. Additionally, please note that I enforce standards of inclusiveness in my classes. What that means is that I will not tolerate discrimination and disrespect in regard to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, disability, public assistance status, veteran status, or sexual orientation.
 ▪ The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact: Office of Student Disability Resources and Services, Texas A&M University-Commerce, Gee Library 132, Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835, Fax (903) 468-8148. StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu.
 ▪ You are responsible for reading and understanding all the information on this syllabus, as well as on any additional materials I distribute during the course.

	Assignments

	Week 1

1/18
	Introduction to course



	Week 2

1/25


	· The Pastures of Heaven (1932)
· Benson, Prologue – Chapter 13


	Week 3

2/1


	· Tortilla Flat (1935)

· Benson, Chapter 14 – Chapter 18 



	Week 4

2/8
	· The Long Valley (1938)

	Week 5

2/15


	· In Dubious Battle (1936)

· Between Week 5 and Week 8, Benson, Chapter 19 – Chapter 23


	Week 6

2/22
	· Of Mice and Men (1937)

· Between Week 5 and Week 8, Benson, Chapter 19 – Chapter 23



	Week 7

2/29
	· The Grapes of Wrath (1939), first half

· Between Week 5 and Week 8, Benson, Chapter 19 – Chapter 23



	Week 8

3/7
	· The Grapes of Wrath, second half

· Between Week 5 and Week 8, Benson, Chapter 19 – Chapter 23



	Week 9

3/21


	· Cannery Row (1945)

· Benson, Chapter 24 – Chapter 29



	Week 10

3/28
	· East of Eden (1952), first half

· Between Week 10 and Week 12, Benson, Chapter 30 – Chapter 37



	Week 11

4/4
	· East of Eden, second half

· Between Week 10 and Week 12, Benson, Chapter 30 – Chapter 37



	Week 12

4/11
	· East of Eden film (1955)

· Between Week 10 and Week 12, Benson, Chapter 30 – Chapter 37



	Week 13

4/18
	· Travels with Charley: In Search of America (1962)

· Benson, pages 881-910 



	Week 14

4/22
	· America and Americans (1966)

· Benson, Chapter 46 – Chapter 51



	Week 15

5/2
	Work week—no class

	Finals Week
	Final papers due Wednesday, 5/9 by midnight in eCollege Week 15 Dropbox




Sign up for critical review of scholarly article (first paper):

Week 2 (1/25) The Pastures of Heaven









Week 3 (2/1) Tortilla Flat




 





Week 4 (2/8) The Long Valley










Week 5 (2/15) In Dubious Battle
 















Week 6 (2/22) Of Mice and Men














Week 8 (3/7) The Grapes of Wrath









Week 9 (3/21) Cannery Row




 











Week 12 (4/4) East of Eden










Week 13 (4/18)
Travels with Charley









Week 14 (4/22)
America and Americans
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