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Instructions:

Choose one topic on which to write.  Your paper should be two to three pages in length, double-spaced, with one inch margins and 12 point type.  While I don’t want you to think of this paper as a totally informal, off-the-cuff piece of writing, it doesn’t need to be as stiff and formal as a typical (e.g. five paragraph) essay, either.  So, for instance, while you still need to have a thesis and provide supporting details, you can use a somewhat more colloquial writing voice and even use first person.

 

Topic one: 

According to Seymour Hoffman, the actor who plays the role of Truman Capote in the film Capote, the writer forged a strong relationship with murderer Perry Smith in part because both of them had such unhappy childhoods.  Using details from the film, analyze how that idea is brought out in the acting and cinematography of the film.  

 

Topic two: 

What are some of the ethical issues raised by the film Capote?  What, for instance, does the film show about the motives of Capote versus the motives of Perry Smith and Dick Hickcock, in terms of their developing relationship?  Based on what you see in the film and what you know having read the book, what did Capote have to gain in terms of writing In Cold Blood?  What did the killers have to gain in terms of their relationship with the writer?  Were the expectations of all these men similar or different?  Be sure to provide specific details and examples from the film in analyzing this topic and developing your paper.

