English 201
Dr. Roggenkamp
“To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time”

“To His Coy Mistress”

Questions on “To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time”

1. Herrick’s poem contains veiled suggestions of regret and disappointment in his own life.  What in the poem implies this regret?

2. How does Herrick use the “carpe diem” theme in this poem (carpe diem is Latin for “seize the day”)?

Questions on “To His Coy Mistress”

1. How does Marvell use the “carpe diem” theme in this poem, and how would you compare Marvell’s use of that theme to Herrick’s use?

2. What does Marvell mean by “our long love’s day” in line 4?

3. In line 24, Marvell writes of eternity as a vast desert, while the theology of many of the world’s religions usually regards eternity as possibly the place of ultimate pleasure and joy—of oneness with God.  What is Marvell’s intention in this image?

4. What is the speaker of the poem suggesting to his mistress in the passage that begins in line 26: “Nor, in thy marble vault, shall sound / My echoing song”?

5. What is Marvell saying in the last two lines of the poem?

