English 201—Dr. Roggenkamp

“The Necklace” Reading Questions
1. How do you react to the different characters in this story—do you feel sorry for them, feel annoyed by them, etc.?  What kinds of different values motivate the characters?  Find specific sentences or paragraphs in the story that help the reader understand the characters.

2. How do you react to the ending of this story?  Why do you think it ends in this way?

3. From whose point of view is this story told?

4. What is the “moral” of this story?

5. Think about this story’s connection to or echo of Western fairy tales—can you see any similarities between “The Necklace” and some very familiar fairy tales?  Why might that connection be there?
