English 201
Roggenkamp

Reading Questions

“A Good Man is Hard to Find”

Characterization

▫ Think about the way “the children’s mother” is depicted in the story.  Why does  O’Connor maker her such a non-entity?

▫ Find passages that describe the children.  How do you characterize them?

▫ What do you think of the grandmother?  How are we as readers supposed to feel about her?

▫ At one point the grandmother calls The Misfit “a gentleman.”  To what degree is she correct in this characterization?  What words would you use to describe him?

Language, Symbol, Setting
▫ Look up the definition of “foreshadow” in the glossary of your textbook, then identify several instances of foreshadowing in Flannery O’Connor’s story.

▫ Why does the grandmother keep insisting that her family go visit old plantations?  Why does she keep talking about “the old days” when she was young?

▫ What might the grandmother mean when she says to The Misfit, “Why you’re one of my babies!  You’re one of my own children!”  Is this literally true?  Symbolically true?  What in the world does she mean?

▫ So what’s with the monkey at the barbeque place?

