English 201
Dr. Roggenkamp

“Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?”

Reading Questions 

Think about the following questions after you read Joyce Carol Oates’ story, and use them to guide a more thoughtful second reading of the story.

1. Think about the narrative point of view of this story.  How would you describe it?

2. Can you identify any symbols used in the story?

3. How would you describe Connie’s relationship with her mother, sister, and father?  What is “missing” from the family?  And why does Connie wish “her mother was dead and she herself was dead and it was all over?”

4. When Connie and her friend go to the drive-in, Oates writes that they enter with “faces pleased and expectant as if they were entering a sacred building.”  The music they hear there seems “like music at a church service.”  Think about the way Oates is comparing the drive-in to a church and religious service.  Is this a “true religion?”  Is it a guide to “the good life?”  Does Connie “believe” in anything other than the movies and what they seem to represent to her?

5. This story is laced with allusions or references to folktales and fairy tales.  Arnold’s “coach,” for instance, has a pumpkin on it.  He has big teeth (like a big bad wolf, perhaps?); and Connie herself is nearly asleep when he awakens her (I’m thinking Sleeping Beauty here).  What are such fairy tales about?  Is this story a fairy tale too?
6. Does Arnold have supernatural knowledge about Connie, her family, and her friends?  Where does he get his knowledge about the family barbeque?

7. Arnold tells Connie that she will protect her family from harm if she comes with him.  How important is that information in winning her over to his will?

8. Arnold asks Connie, “What else is there for a girl like you but to be sweet and pretty and give in?”  In what sense might this be true?

9. This story is dedicated to Bob Dylan.  Why?

