English 101
Spring 2006

Incorporating Direct Quotations

Statement (topic sentence of paragraph): 
In his essay “Revolt Against God,” William J. Bennett argues that the lack of moral values in the United States in causing serious deterioration of the schools.

Example (direct quotation) to back up my statement:  
“We desperately need to recover a sense of the fundamental purpose of education, which is to provide for the intellectual and moral education of the young” (313).
Weak incorporation of quote:

In his essay “Revolt Against God,” William J. Bennett argues that the lack of moral values in the United States in causing serious deterioration of the schools.  “We desperately need to recover a sense of the fundamental purpose of education, which is to provide for the intellectual and moral education of the young” (313).


WEAK BECAUSE QUOTE NOT INTEGRATED WITH MY OWN WRITING—IT JUST HANGS THERE BY ITSELF

Stronger incorporation of quote (version 1):

In his essay “Revolt Against God,” William J. Bennett argues that the lack of moral values in the United States is causing serious deterioration of the schools.  He insists that as a nation we must “recover a sense of the fundamental purpose of education, which is to provide for the intellectual and moral education of the young” (313).

Stronger incorporation of quote (version 2):

In his essay “Revolt Against God,” William J. Bennett argues that the lack of moral values in the United States is causing serious deterioration of the schools.  He insists that as a nation we must “recover a sense of the fundamental purpose of education” and transform schools into centers for both ‘the intellectual and moral education of the young” (313).

BLEND THE AUTHOR’S WORDS WITH YOUR OWN.  QUOTATIONS SHOULD BE WORKED SMOOTHLY INTO YOUR OWN SENTENCES, NOT JUST LEFT AS THEIR OWN SENTENCES, WITHOUT LETTING US KNOW WHO SAID THE WORDS, AND IN WHAT CONTEXT
TEMPLATES FOR INTRODUCING AND INCORPORATING DIRECT QUOTATIONS:

(Author) acknowledges that “__________” (page #).

(Author) agrees that “__________” (page #).

(Author) argues that “__________” (page #).

(Author) believes that “__________” (page #).

(Author) claims that “__________” (page #).

(Author) demonstrates that “__________” (page #).

(Author) emphasizes that “__________” (page #).

(Author) insists that “__________” (page #).

(Author) observes that “__________” (page #).

(Author) questions whether “__________” (page #).

(Author) reminds us that “__________” (page #).

(Author) reports that “__________” (page #).

(Author) suggests that “__________” (page #).

(Author) states, “__________” (page #).

As (author) puts it, “__________” (page #).

According to (author), “_________” (page #).

(Author) himself writes, “__________” (page #).

In his article __________, (author) maintains that “__________” (page #).
Writing in the journal __________, (author) complains that “__________” (page #).

In (author’s) view, “__________” (page #).

(Author) agrees when she writes, “__________” (page #).
(Author) disagrees when she writes, “__________” (page #).

(Author) complicates matters further when he writes, “__________” (page #).

TEMPLATES TO INTRODUCE A SUMMARY OF A DIRECT QUOTATION YOU HAVE JUST MADE:

Basically, (author) is saying __________.

In other words, (author) believes __________.

In making this comments, (author) argues that __________.

(Author) is insisting here that __________.

(Author’s) point is __________.

The essence of (author’s) argument here is that __________.
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