English 201
Dr. Roggenkamp

“Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night”

“Mid-American Tragedy”

“Daddy”

Questions on “Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night”

1. Map out the rhyme scheme of this poem.  How is it literally put together?
2. What might the poet mean in line 5: “Because their words had forked no lightning?”

3. In line 17, is he asking his father to curse him, or bless him, or both?  What is he talking about?

4. Why does the poet call death “that good night?”

5. Thomas here contrasts the ambitions and dreams of different kinds of men with the disappointment of these men’s actual achievement.  Trace that pattern out.
Questions on “Mid-American Tragedy”

1. Most people would read this as a very angry poem.  What exactly is the poet angry about, and how does she express that anger?

2. Do the ill man’s parents in this poem actually intend to take him on a trip to Disney World, or is that only a projection on Levertov’s part?

3. What is the poet suggesting with her statement in the final line, “his life at last?”  

Questions on “Daddy”

1. What exactly does the speaker of this poem feel toward her father?  Are her feelings consistent, or contradictory?

2. What does Plath mean by the first lines, “You do not do, you do not do / Any more?”  Why the repetition? 
3. What is symbolic about the poet’s description of her father as a “black shoe” and the daughter as a “white foot?”

4. To what is Plath referring with “Chuffing me off like a Jew” in line 32?

