English 101.004, Spring 2006, Dr. Roggenkamp
Unit 2 Writing Assignment (WA2)
William Bennett, “Revolt Against God: America’s Spiritual Despair”
Prewriting: 

“In America today, the only respectable form of bigotry is bigotry directed against religious people.  This antipathy toward religion cannot be explained by the well-publicized moral failures and financial excesses of a few leaders or charlatans, or by the censoriousness of some of their followers.  No, the reason for hatred of religion is because it forces modern man to confront matters he would prefer to ignore.”  (William Bennett)
1. Respond to the first part of this quotation from Bennett’s piece.  Do you think he is correct in thinking that religion is the only “acceptable” target of bigotry in our society?  Be very specific in your answer—provide an example to support your point of view.
2. Respond to the last sentence of this quotation from Bennett’s piece.  What kinds of matters do you think Bennett would say we prefer to ignore?  It what specific ways would you agree with his view?  In what specific ways would you disagree with his view?
Drafting: 
This assignment asks you to compare two points of view and add your own analysis of the issue by critiquing Bennett’s essay specifically.  In his essay “Teaching the Forbidden,” Robert Johnson expresses his concern that religious beliefs and attitudes interfere with students’ performance in the classroom.  William J. Bennett’s concern is the opposite: that the lack of religious beliefs interferes with students’ classroom performance.  First, in the initial stages of your drafting of this paper, take some time to work through their arguments and bring them together in a kind of conversation.  What might Johnson say to Bennett, and Bennett to Johnson?  What might each say to the other in support of his own position?  Then join the conversation yourself, with specific examples from your own appeals of “logos,” “ethos,” and even “pathos.”  Some questions to get you thinking:  

· Do you agree or disagree with Bennett when he argues that schools fail to instill or reinforce a sense of virtue in their students?  
· Do you think he is correct in his assertion that public schools “need to recover a sense of the fundamental purpose of education, which is to provide for the intellectual and moral education of the young?”  What would “intellectual and moral education” look like to Bennett?  To you?  
· Do you agree or disagree with his claim that part of our nation’s social decline is due, in fact, to teachers: to the “universities [and] intellectuals” that “have put a lot of poison into the reservoirs of national discourse?”  

· If everyone at our university agreed with Bennett, how might your classes change?  What kinds of changes might we have to make in the dorms and other places on campus?
Timeline for WA2:

Initial reading questions due (“Before you read/Now that you’ve read”)
Friday, 2/10

Prewriting questions due:






Wednesday, 2/15
First draft due:







Monday, 2/20
In-class revision workshops:






2/20 and 2/22
Complete Unit 2 folder due:






Monday, 3/6
English 101.004, Spring 2006
Dr. Roggenkamp
Unit 2 Submission Form

Your name: 





Email: 





Place all of your work in a two-pocket folder in the order set forth below.  Please note that if you fail to include everything, I reserve the right to return the unit to you ungraded.  You don’t want this to happen, for it will undoubtedly produce extra work for you and painful consequences in your final grade for this course.

By initialing and signing below, you are confirming that your unit folder contains all of the work listed below, as required for the successful completion of the unit.

In the left pocket of your folder:
Place your initials in the blank to indicate that you are turning in each of these documents.  Place the following documents in the left pocket of your two-pocket folder, in the order listed.


_____  Response to “Before you read” and Now that you’ve read” questions
 
_____  Response to “Prewriting” questions

_____  All earlier drafts for Writing Assignment 2 (WA2)

_____  All written worksheets gathered during in-class revision workshops
In the right pocket of your folder:

Place your initials in the blank to indicate that you are turning in each of these documents.  Place the following documents in the right pocket of your two-pocket folder, in the order listed.


_____  Signed Unit 2 Submission Form (this should be on top)


_____  Final copy of Writing Assignment 2 (WA2)

Certification:  All the work submitted in this unit folder is my own, and none of it violates the policies concerning intellectual honesty and plagiarism as stated in the course policy section of the syllabus.  I understand that violation of these policies will result in a failing grade for the unit and may lead to a failing grade for the class as well.
Your Signature






Date of Submission 

I will return your unit folder with my comments and a preliminary grade, generally within 7-10 school days after submission.  If you have questions about the grade or comments, please make an appointment to see me, as I will not discuss individual grades during class time.  Remember that you may raise your preliminary grade by completing an additional draft of the unit writing assignment and submitting it in your final portfolio (though a grade raise is of course not guaranteed).

Preliminary Grade: _____

PLEASE HEAD YOUR FINAL PAPER AS FOLLOWS:
Your name

Dr. Roggenkamp

English 101.004
6 March 2006
Title of paper centered in middle of page

OTHER TECHNICALITIES:

 1 inch margins all around (many computers default to 1.25” on left and right margins.  You can 
  change these margins in Microsoft Word by going to the “File” menu, then “Page Setup.” 

( Double-space entire paper

( 12 point font in a standard font like Times New Roman or Arial

( Indent new paragraphs 5 spaces (or one tab)

