Dr. Carter * English 100

Fall 2003


James W. Sire’s “Chris Chrisman Goes to State”
Discussion Questions

Group A
Who is Ralf Imokay? What is his relationship to Chris and his position with respect to Chris’s religion? How do we know (offer some evidence)? What did Chris learn from Robert’s religion? How do we know (offer some evidence)?

Group B

After a “couple of months,” according to Sire, Chris “was beginning to feel odd” (319). Why? About what? How do we know (offer some evidence)? Sire goes on to say that, “In fact, Chris was coming apart” (319). Why? What causes this? How do we know (again, offer some evidence)?

Group C

After a couple months, “the narrative that had existed in [Chris[ throughout his conscious existence as a human being—that is, since he’d left adolescence behind—was becoming unraveled.” What was that “narrative” and why didn’t “it seem so certain now” (320)? How do we know (offer some evidence)?

Group D

Who was Barbara Silvera and how did she (and biology) challenge Chris’s faith? How do we know (offer evidence)? Be specific. 

Group E

How did Cynthia Sharp, Susie Sylvan, Charlie Potter, and the rest of the students living in Chris’s dorm challenge his faith? What were their own beliefs and how might their behavior (and beliefs) challenge Chris’s faith? How ca we tell (offer specific evidence)?

Group F

How did his sociology challenge Chris’s faith? How do we know (offer specific evidence)?

Group G

How did Professor Comprel’s course, “Religion Around the World,” challenge Chris’s faith? How do we know (offer specific evidence)? 

Everyone should answer these questions:

Why did Chris choose “discretion” in his faith in response to the confusion he felt after coming to college? That is, he decided to “live and let live.” Why might he have done this? What are some of the consequences of this decision? How do we know (again, offer specific evidence for each answer)? 

At the end, Sire says this of Chris: “The wind had gone out of his sails, and the ship of Chris’s faith lay dead in the water” (322).  What might this mean? What does it mean to you? What does it mean with respect to Chris’s own faith? 
