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The Writing Center Goes to Jail
Inmates Tutoring Inmates in a Total Institution
	“I feel like the free world probably wouldn’t expect much from an inmate as a tutor, but when I show and prove my abilities and accomplishments, a lot of them will see how important we are coming from being incarcerated.” Melissa, tutor with Texas HOPE Literacy at Dawson State Jail (response to survey, March 2007)


What is a “Total Institution”? "A place of residence and work where a large number of like-situated individuals, cut off from the wider society for an appreciable period of time together, lead an enclosed, formally administered round of life.” (Goffman, 1961)
What is Texas HOPE Literacy? Texas H.O.P.E. Literacy (“Helping Others Pursue Education”) is a program that trains inmates to work one-on-one with their incarcerated peers using a curricula designed especially for dyslexic individuals developing new literacies

Where is it? Right now HOPE exists at four separate facilitates via three different models: Hutchins State Jail and the Carol Vance Unit (the Chapel Model), Gatesville Trusty Camp (the After Hours Model), and Dawson State Jail (the Community Model). HSJ and DSJ are in Dallas and the CVU is near Houston (Richmond, Texas). 
Want additional information? 

* about Texas HOPE Literacy? Visit HOPE online at http://www.hopelit.org or (or information specifically related to the current presentation and ongoing research projects) go to http://faculty.tamu-commerce.edu/scarter/commerce_hope.htm 


*about the “Peer Tutor Alumni Project”? “The Peer Writing Tutor Alumni Research Project aims to document and assess the value of peer tutoring for the tutors themselves after their graduation” (Kail). Lots of excellent information has been made available to those wishing to conduct their own research into tutor perceptions of their experiences as tutors. See http://www.marquette.edu/writingcenter/PeerTutorAlumniPage.htm.
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________


INSTRUMENT 1: 

SURVEY OF TUTOR EXPERIENCES AS TUTORS WITH TX HOPE LITERACY

  
Your name:_________________________________________________________________

(please include your first name and the first initial of your last name)

  
Today's date:
  
How long have you been a tutor with Texas HOPE Literacy, Inc.? 

What is your anticipated release date?
  
What occupations have you been involved in before becoming a Peer Educator for HOPE? 
  
What occupation do you plan to pursue after being released from Dawson State Jail?
Reflections on Your Tutoring Experience: 
 1. What are the most significant abilities, values, or skills that you developed in your work as a Peer Educator? Please list them. 

2. Of the abilities, values, or skills that you listed above, would you illustrate those that strike you as most meaningful by sharing an episode or event that took place during your time as a Peer Educator or a trainee? 
  
3. Do those abilities, values or skills that you developed as a peer tutor seem to be a factor in your plans following your release from Dawson State Jail? Would you elaborate? 
  
5. Do any of the qualities you listed in question one play a role in your social or family relationships? Can you give an example? 
  
6. Would you rank the importance for your occupation following your release of the skills, qualities, or values you have developed/are developing as a Peer Educator? 
  
	5 
	4
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Highly important 
	  
	  
	  
	Unimportant 


7. To what extent do you think your own learning, writing, and/or reading processes have influenced by your experience as a Peer Educator? Please explain. 
  
To what extent has your learning, writing, and/or reading been influenced by your training and/or work as a Peer Educator? 
  
	5 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Very influenced 
	  
	  
	  
	Not influenced 


  
8. What have you learned from working with others in this one-on-one context? Please elaborate or provide an example. 
  
9. Have there been any downsides to your experience as a Peer Educator? Please elaborate. 
  
10. Would you please rate the importance your Peer Educator training and experience as you developed as a inmate preparing to re-enter the free world? 
  
	5 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Highly important 
	  
	  
	  
	Unimportant 


  
Please explain your rating. 
  
Thank you for taking the time and effort to respond to this survey. I will keep you informed about the results. 
  
Shannon Carter
� This article includes some discussion of Jake’s specific strengths of his approach as a tutor. 


� This survey was adapted from the survey developed by Kail, Gillespie, and Hughes for the “Peer Tutor Alumni Project” and available online at http://www.marquette.edu/writingcenter/SurveyOverview.htm. 





