Oxford English Dictionary. Second Edition, 1989. 
profile, n
1. 
a. A drawing or other representation of the outline of anything; esp. of the human face, outlined by the median line.

b. A biographical sketch or character study (common in journalistic use since c1920); a summary description or report.

2. in profile, as seen from one side, as opposed to a front view.

3. 
a. The actual outline or contour of anything, esp. of the human face; in quot. 1791 the horizontal contour-line of a hill. In Physical Geogr., the outline of part of the earth's surface as seen in a vertical section along a straight line or a line following the course of a valley or river; profile of equilibrium, the profile of a graded river or stream; a profile such that the velocity is just sufficient to transport all the load supplied to it from above; also, an analogous profile of a beach, such that the amount of sediment deposited is balanced by the amount removed.


b. transf. A barometric curve. 


c. The shape of a wave.


d. transf. A characteristic personal manner; an attitude, a policy (of a country, government, etc.). low profile
 4. 
a. Arch., Surveying, and Engineering. A sectional drawing, generally vertical; esp. in Fortif., a transverse vertical section of a fort.


b. transf. The comparative thickness of an earthwork or the like (as it would appear in transverse section); hence ellipt. an earthwork of strong or weak thickness.


c. A light wooden frame set up to serve as a guide in forming an earthwork.


d. Soil Sci. The set of horizons of which a soil is composed, as displayed in a vertical cross-section down to the parent material.


e. Geol. A representation of the form of the interface between strata obtained from measurements made at points lying on a straight line; also, the line itself; to shoot a profile, to make such measurements.


f. The outline formed on a graph or chart by joining the scores that a person has obtained in tests for various personality traits, esp. in order to provide a quantified result easily comparable with the results of others or of the norm; a similar type of diagrammatic representation of measured individual attributes for purposes of comparison. Also transf.


g. Astr. (A diagram of) the way the intensity of radiation varies with wavelength from one side of a line in a stellar spectrum to the other.


h. (A diagram of) the way a quantity varies along a line, esp. a vertical line through the earth or atmosphere; more widely, any graph in the form of a line.

6. In Pottery (and Bell-founding). A plate in which is cut the exterior or interior outline of one side of the object to be made.

7. Theatr. A flat piece of scenery or property on the stage of a theatre, cut out in outline.

profiling, vbl. n.
1. The drawing of profiles.

2. Engin. The shaping of a part, orig. by means of a tool guided by a template or pattern. Freq. attrib., esp. in profiling machine (= profile machine s.v. PROFILE n. 8).

3. Geol. and Physical Geogr. [f. PROFILE n.] The measurement or investigation of profiles, esp. of strata; spec. by means of measurements made at points lying on a straight line.
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b. Selection for scrutiny by law enforcement officials, etc., based on superficial characteristics (as ethnic background or race) rather than on evidentiary criteria; esp. = *racial profiling s.v. RACIAL a.

profile, v.
1. 
a. trans. To represent in profile; to delineate the side view or outline of; to draw in section; to outline. Also fig.


b. To compose or present a profile (sense 1b) of (a person). Also transf. orig. U.S.


c. To summarize or register (information).

2. To furnish with a profile (of a specified nature), give an outline to; also, to cause to form a profile. (In first quot. profiled may be an adj. = having a profile (of a certain kind), outlined.)

3. intr. To present one's profile to view; spec. in Bullfighting, to stand in profile in preparation for a charge.

4. trans. To measure or investigate the profile (sub-senses of 4) of. Cf. PROFILING vbl. n. 3.
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  [image: image1] intr. orig. and chiefly U.S. To engage in profiling (*PROFILING vbl. n. b), esp. racial profiling. Also trans.: to subject to profiling.

 [image: image2] U.S. Characterized by the use of profiling; that is or has been subjected to profiling (*PROFILING vbl. n. b).

1999 U.S. News & World Rep. 15 Mar. 72/3 The American Civil Liberties Union and other grassroots groups, such as Citizens Opposing Profiled Police Stops. 1999 Harper's Mag. Dec. 57 The ‘war on drugs’..slipped the reins of metaphor to become just a plain old war[image: image3]with an army (DEA), an enemy (profiled minorities, the poor, the cities), a budget ($17.8 billion), and a shibboleth (the children). 2002 Village Voice (N.Y.) 1 Jan. 53/2 A new goal of building bridges with other profiled communities to educate the public and stand up to authorities.

