Dr. Carter

English 100

Fall 2003


	Reading Logs

(10% of Final Course Grade)



Description: You will have ten of these this semester, and each will be worth one point of your final course grade. The Reading Logs are designed to help you prepare your major writing assignments by working with your own experiences, unpacking the reading assignments, and generating an informed response that you can the apply to your more formal writing assignments. 

Be sure to prepare each of your Reading Logs on or before the due date. Each time you come to class without your completed Reading Log, you will lose a point on your semester average. You cannot make these up, and if you miss class or come late to class on a day when one of these is due, you will lose one point on your semester average. These are due when they are due. No late Reading Logs will be accepted. 

Grading: You will receive one of three grades for these Reading Logs: √, √+, or N/C (for “No Credit”). A √ means you have met the requirements. A √+ means you have exceeded the requirements, and a “N/C” means you will receive a zero for this Reading Log.

Basically, it is difficult to get a N/C on any one RL. The only way this will happen is if you completely miss the boat by writing less than the required pages, answering some serious of questions completely unrelated to the assignment, or trying to pass off a grocery list or letter to a friend as a Reading Log entry. Other kinds of things may apply, but you get the idea. 

Collection of Reading Logs: Many times, I will mark whether or not you have completed the RL when it is due by walking around the room and marking this in my grade book. If you do not have it ready at the beginning of the class when it is due, you will receive a zero for this RL and you will be unable to make it up. 

A few times throughout the semester, however, I will ask you to turn in your Reading Logs, so have them ready so I can respond to them. 

Just like everything else you do in this class, HANG ONTO THESE READING LOGS FOR YOUR FINAL PORTFOLIO. 

Adapted (quite heavily) from Dick Fulkerson’s handouts on the subject, as well as Lori Rios’s adaptation of Dr. Fulkerson’s Reading Log assignment. 

	Reading Log: Entry 1




Directions: You must respond to each of the following parts in order to receive full credit for this Reading Log. This is an informal activity, however, so you needn’t type this (unless you want to). Each of the Reading Logs are designed to help you prepare your major writing assignments, so the more completely you work through these questions, the easier it will be to work through your major writing assignment (in this case, WA2). 

PART I: BEFORE YOU READ, respond to the “Before you Read” questions at the beginning of Johnson’s essay (298). AFTER YOU READ, respond to the “Now that You’ve Read” questions at the end of the essay (303). 

PART II: 

1. RESPOND to the following quotation: 

I realize I am overstating things a bit, but for at least some of my students, I think that prewriting, brainstorming, adapting to audience-analysis protocols, letting ideas “cook,” is—at some psychological level—letting go of moorings that run clear to God. 

Do you agree that critical thinking tends to cut loose religious “moorings”? Is this a necessary or desirable outcome of critical thinking? Why or why not? 

2. In what ways do where we live and with whom we live affect what we say and do? How has this been true for you? For Johnson? 

Adapted (quite heavily) from Donna Dunbar-Odom’s Working with Ideas (NY: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2001)
