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Sequence Overview

Reading and Writing Assignments

Reading 1

Johnson, Robert. “Teaching the Forbidden: Literature and the Religious Student.” ADE Bulletin. 112 (Winter 1995): 37-39. 

Writing Assignment: Johnson contends that deep religious faith interferes with a student’s ability to think critically and perform well in the college classroom. Is he right? Why or why not? Use your own experiences as support for your arguments. 

Reading 2

Hudson, Deal W. “Thinking About God.” National Review. 48 (1996). 


Writing Assignment: Whereas Johnson argues that religious faith and the capacity for critical thought cannot coexist, Hudson believes that faith is a necessary prerequisite to critical thought. Bring Johnson and Hudson into conversation with one another, and then join them yourself. Where do you stand on this issue? Why? What evidence can you offer in support of your position?
Reading 3

Rosen, Christine. My Fundamentalist Education: A Memoir of a Divine Childhood. PublicAffairs, 2005. 


Writing Assignment: Rosen’s memoir illustrates some of the ways in which one’s faith might shape intellectual development and vice versa. In some ways, her story may prove Johnson’s arguments true; in other ways, her experiences may better support Hudson’s arguments. Where do you stand? 
Reading 4

Sire, James W. “Chris Chrisman Goes to State.” From Chris Chrisman Goes to College by James W. Sire. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity P, 1993. 


Writing Assignment: Chris Chrisman’s encounters with different religions challenged his own faith because the majority of these religions make sense to him—at least intellectually—and the followers of each seemed, for the most part, reasonable and ethical. What options does Chris have for maintaining his own religious faith in this environment? Can he? Should he? How might Johnson answer these questions? Hudson? Rosen? Where do you stand in this conversation? 

Reading 5

Chu, Jaff. “Faith and Frat Boys.” Time Magazine. 165.19 (May 9, 2005). 


Writing Assignment: Maintaining religious faith on a secular campus can be difficult, as Sire’s allegory of Chris Chrisman illustrates. Chu complicates matters further by presenting us with several, equally reasonable choices made by devote Christians on a secular campus in the Midwest: those who choose to live among other Christians like themselves but attend a secular campus for the “intellectual rigor” such an atmosphere can provide and those who choose to live “among the non-believers” in order to better enable them to “save” them. Both choices seem to offer different benefits and potential consequences. What are they? What would be your choice? Why? Again, join the conversation already in progress, but take a stand within that conversation. 
Reading 6 and 7

Schoenberger, Chana. “Getting to Know About You and Me.” Newsweek. (September 20, 1993). 
Winston, Diane. “Campuses are a Bellwether for Society’s Religious Revival.” The Chronicle of Higher Education. (January 16, 1998): A60. 
Writing Assignment: Winston asserts that exposure to many different religions promotes religious pluralism, and this is something she certainly supports. But is this something that Hudson might find as desirable or even appropriate? What about some of the devote Christians at Indiana University (as reported in Chu’s article)? Do you think it is something Schoenberger would support? Why or why not?


Write a brief essay focusing on one or more of the readings by Johnson, Hudson, Rosen, Sire, Chu, or Schoenberger in relation to Winston’s piece.
Final Project
Develop a research paper in response to one of the specific issues that emerged in the reading and writing assignments you developed this term. Potential topics might include: How much religious diversity is there on your campus? Are people tolerant of other people’s exhibitions of faith? How important is religion to students on your campus. The project should make direct use of the readings we’ve done in this class, but it should also seek evidence from beyond this class: in your library and from what many academics call “the field.” 
Final Reflections

Write an essay in which you describe your growth as a writer and reader over the past semester, citing specific experiences and essays from English 101 as evidence of this growth. 
