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Bachelor of Social Work (BSW)
Social Work is a dynamic, rewarding, yet demanding profession that helps individuals, families, groups, organizations, and communities.  Social workers strive to improve the quality of life for all people, especially for the most vulnerable members of our society.  The social work profession advocates for individual and collective well-being through programs and services that foster social justice, human dignity, and people’s right to make independent decisions and participate actively in the helping process.

The undergraduate social work program at Texas A&M University–Commerce has been accredited by the Council on Social Work Education since 1978 and prepares students for generalist social work practice. Baccalaureate social workers acquire knowledge, skills, and social work values through their educational experiences.  As part of their professional preparation, social work students complete internships during their senior year in a variety of challenging settings, such as battered women’s shelters, children’s and adult protective services, schools, mental health settings, nursing homes, hospitals, and other interesting agencies.  Upon successful completion of the program, students receive the Bachelor of Social Work degree (BSW) and are eligible for licensure by the State of Texas as a Social Worker.

Students may register for the three lower division courses: SWK 225 (Introduction to Social Work); SWK 250 (Foundations of Practice); and SWK 275 (Human Behavior and Social Environment I), without declaring the social work major and before admission to the program.  However, enrollment in upper division social work courses is restricted to social work majors.  Students will usually apply for admission to the social work program late in the second semester of their sophomore year, and are notified of their admission status prior to the beginning of the junior year.
For unconditional admission to the program, students must have completed the three lower division social work courses and all University Studies requirements. The program requires the following grades:

· An overall GPA of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale;

· A grade of “C” or higher in SWK 225, 250, and 275, PSY 2301, SOC 1301; And

· Grades in PSY 2301, SOC 1301 and all social work classes must yield a GPA of at least 2.5 GPA overall 

The major consists of 60 semester hours (s.h.), 51 s.h. of which are in social work.  The remaining hours are in the supporting disciplines of psychology and sociology.  A second major or minor is not required for social work major.

Students seeking a bachelor’s degree in social work must complete the course requirements for the social work major and the required University Studies (please refer to that section of the catalog for a listing of acceptable courses).  The undergraduate Social Work Program requires ANTH 114 (as the social behavior science course) and a course in human biology.
To ensure that the knowledge, skills, and values necessary for beginning generalist social work practice are acquired and integrated by the student in an orderly progression, the curriculum is carefully sequenced. Prerequisites and concurrent enrollment requirements are strictly observed. 
Due to the complexity of the curriculum, students are expected to obtain advisement by a social work faculty member prior to registration each semester.
Required courses in the major (60 semester hours):   SWK 225, 250, 275, 322, 325, 328, 329, 331, 340, 348, 350, 370, 422, 424, 425, 426; SWK Elective; PSY 2301; SOC 1301; and SOC 311.
Social Work Major

Freshman

Freshman


Sophomore

Sophomore
Semester 1:

Semester 2:


Semester 1:

Semester 2:
ENG 1301

ENG 1302


SWK 225

SWK 250
HIST 1301

HIST 1302


ANTH 2351

SWK 275
PSY 2301

MATH 1314 or 1324

4 s.h. Science

Bsc 1409 (4)
SOC 1301

PSCI 2301


SPC 1315

SWK Elective
3 s.h. Hum

3 s.h. Vis/Perf Arts

Psci 2302


1 s.h. PE

1 s.h. PE


Elective 


Junior


Junior



Senior


Senior
Semester 1:

Semester 2:


Summer:
          Fall Semester:
SWK 322

SWK 325


SWK 422

SWK 424
SWK 328

SWK 331


SWK 425 (Field I)
SWK 426(6)

SWK 329

SWK 348


Elective*

Elective*
SWK 340*

SWK 340*


Elective*
SWK 370

SWK 350






Elective*

Elective*



Total Semester Hours: 121
*Can be taken either semester

For more information contact:

Ben May, BSW Director

Henderson 323A
(903) 886-5512

bejamin.may@tamuc.edu
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