Camera Tips
You will check out cameras and tripods from the RTV Equipment Room.  There will be a form you’ll be asked to fill out, and you will take full responsibility for the care and safety of the camera, and any  other equipment you check out.
Match camera bottom with top of tripod. Camera should easily slide into the tripod slot. Red switch releases the camera from the tripod.

Batteries can be found in the Equipment Room.  The battery should easily slide onto the back of the camera.

On-off switch:  Lower left front of camera.

White balancing: Before taping, white balance the camera so that the colors will be true. This also includes balancing for black. Push down the toggle switch in front of the camera to black balance (this is done automatically inside the camera).  To balance for white, push the toggle switch up, and focus on a white card or paper (no lines or lettering).

“Easy Mode” performs these functions for you, but it is important that you know how to white balance manually.

Filters: Dial found at left front of the camera. Choose the correct filter for the lighting situation.
1 – indoors.

2 – outdoors, sun (average)

3 – outdoors, overcast

4 – outdoors, sun (bright)

Blue button on top of the camera opens the tape chamber or ejects the tape.

Focusing: Zoom all the way in to focus, then zoom back out to frame the shot as you want it.

Zoom in/out: Rocker switch on the right front of the camera.

By putting the fingers of your right hand on the zoon control, you can easily use your thumb to use the start and pause button.

Start and Pause: Button at the rear of the zoom mechanism.

Plan your shots in advance and try to get them as much as possible in the order that you expect to use them.  Use the pause button to “edit inside the camera” as much as possible.

Microphones: If you use the “shotgun” (built-in) mic on the camera, you should be within 3-5 feet of the subject to get good audio. Controls on the left of the camera (open the door) should be on “Front” to use the shotgun mic.

To use an external (hand-held) mic, the control should be on “rear.” You may choose Channel 1 or Channel 2 for an external mic.  Plug it into the back of the camera (using XLR connector).

For the shotgun mic or an external mic, the setting should be on “mic” on the rear of the camera.
