English 101.004
College Reading and Writing

Spring 2006
Professor:
Dr. Karen Roggenkamp

Phone:

903-886-5251
Email:

Karen_Roggenkamp@tamu-commerce.edu
Office:

HL 229

Office Hours:
Wed 12:00-1:00, Friday 12:00-1:00, and by appointment

I. Course Description

English 101, College Reading and Writing, is based on the premise that writing is a process—not only in English classes or even in University classes, but in all aspects of life in which you use writing.  In order to grow and develop as writers we need to read critically and write constantly.  We become better writers only by reading and by practicing our writing, but by viewing writing as a process that involves thinking, drafting, revising, responding, reflecting, copy-editing, and finalizing.  That’s what you can expect to do in this class—read, write, and work your way through all steps of the writing process.

All your work in this course will explore different aspects of one theme: religion, morality, and values.  The class will be discussion-based rather than lecture-based, meaning that you will be responsible for participating in the class on a daily basis.  You will be reading, writing, and developing your own theories about our theme throughout the semester, and your writing will discuss your own experience in the context of our reading and discussion of several key essays, articles, and stories.  Your work will culminate in a final portfolio of writings which you will turn in at the end of the semester.
Your essential jobs: read each assignment carefully and in entirety before class, bring the assigned book to class every day, compose your writing assignments on time, and interact with your classmates in a professional, respectful fashion.  Class discussion will be essential in this course.  Our discussion will evolve from your reading and writing, and your participation is required.  If you do not speak, I will call on you, and I expect your best efforts.  I don’t expect you to be brilliant and articulate; I don’t expect you to try to guess what I “want” to hear; I don’t want you to worry about giving the “right” answer.  What I DO expect is that you will try out your ideas even if they aren’t clear in your own mind, and I want you to work through ideas even if you don’t understand completely what is being asked.  I will do everything I can to make the classroom atmosphere as comfortable as possible, but the bottom line is that, comfortable or not, you have to talk in here.  

II. Student Learning Objectives

This course aims to teach students to:

( Develop strategies for drafting, revising, and editing a variety of writing assignments;

( Hone critical thinking skills in their reading and writing;

( Understand the importance of audience in writing;

( Develop strategies for organizing writing;

( Respond to other students’ writing in a detailed, critical fashion;

( To practice standard written English and to develop academic writing for an academic audience.
III. Required Texts and Materials

The following required texts are available at campus bookstores.  

( Donna Dunbar-Odom.  Working with Ideas: Reading, Writing, and Researching Experience.  
  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2001. 

( Janet Tashjian.  The Gospel According to Larry.  New York: Henry Holt, 2001.

The following materials are also required for this course:

Loose-leaf notebook paper

Floppy disk or some other way to save your writing 
             Two-pocket folders



Large three-ring binder



Divider sheets for three-ring binder

IV. Grading

Grades will be weighted as follows:

( Class participation

15%
  (Class discussion, cooperation, leadership, thoughtfulness, inventiveness, respect for self and 

  others, daily punctuality and preparedness)

( Unit Assignments

70%
  (Grades on these will be based not only on the completed writing assignment, but also on the 

   inclusion of all preliminary writings, peer reviews, drafts, etc.)

( Final Essay and Portfolio
15%


  (Portfolio is comprised of a final critical essay and ALL of the units you have completed 
  during the year.  KEEP EVERYTHING!  At the end of the semester you’ll compile all your 
  work in a three-ring notebook.  If you forget to include something or lose some of your 
  work, your portfolio will be incomplete, and an incomplete portfolio is unlikely to receive a 
  grade higher than a “D”)

This course is divided into several “Units,” and in grading the unit work, I use a holistic portfolio system of evaluation.  EACH piece of work completed during a unit must be turned in, and each piece counts.  When I grade your writing assignments, I look not only at the final copy of your writing, but also at such factors as the amount of work reflected in various early drafts, how you responded to your partner during peer review, how you contributed (or failed to contribute) to the classroom as a place of learning, your in-class work, how thorough your work is, and your writing itself (such factors as style, tone, voice, purpose, audience awareness, etc.).  Each unit will receive a “Preliminary Grade” after you turn it in.  These grades are not set in stone; you have the opportunity to revise each unit’s writing assignment before the end of the semester.  In fact, when I respond to your papers, I will do so with suggestions for further revision.  Please note, however, that sometimes revisions do not in fact raise the grade of the assignment, though they often do, of course.  Please note also that preliminary grades on the units of A (or B and so on) do not guarantee an A (or B and so on) for the portfolio.

The department of Literature and Languages does not generally allow the grade of “Incomplete” (X) on the transcript; incompletes are only awarded under extraordinary circumstances, pending Department Head approval.  If personal issues or conflicts arise that lead to your missing a substantial amount of class, I urge you to consider withdrawing from the class.  As a rough guideline for what A-F grades mean, realize that an A is awarded for truly outstanding work (superior), a B denotes work that is significantly above the level necessary to meet basic requirements (above average), a C is for work that meets basic requirements in every way (acceptable), a D is given for work that meets only some of the requirements yet is still deserving of credit (under average), and an F results if work is not completed or if it fails to meet the requirements of the assignment/course.  

V. Late Papers

I will not grant extensions on papers unless merited by truly exceptional circumstances.  Late papers will only be accepted by prior arrangement between us and with documented proof of the inability to complete the paper on time due to extraordinary extenuating circumstances (scheduled school activity, very significant illness, death in the family, etc.) and may also be subject to a reduction in grade by 1/3 of a mark per day late.  If you fail to hand a unit in on time, you will likely find yourself with a zero grade for that unit.  You must turn in a completed portfolio to pass this class!  

VI. Attendance

Arrive at class each day ON TIME, ready to write, discuss, and work.  A significant portion of your final grade is based on participation, and your attendance and active involvement in class is crucial.  According to the TAMU-Commerce student handbook, “students are expected to be present for all class meetings of any course for which they are enrolled.”  I will keep attendance, and you can expect your grade to be docked for more than three absences.  If you miss more than three classes, you may find it challenging to make better than a C in the course.  If you have six or more absences, you may fail the class.  I understand that emergencies do arise, but if it appears that you may miss more than three classes, you should consider taking this course when you can devote the necessary time.  Students will be permitted to make up work for excused absences—examples of excusable absences may include participation in a required or authorized university activity or a death in the immediate family.  If you know you are going to be absent for any reason (e.g. university activity), please make arrangements with me in advance.  If for some reason you MUST miss class, it is your responsibility to find out what you have missed and obtain notes from a classmate.

VII. Writing Center

The Communication Skills Center (HL 103) is dedicated to helping writers at any stage of the writing process.  The experts at the CSC can help you with papers from any of your classes; they can even help you with speeches, scholarship applications, presentations, and so forth.  Visit http://www7.tamu-commerce.edu/litlang/CSC/index.htm for hours and more information.

VIII. Additional Statements of Policy 

A. Instructors in the Department of Literature and Languages do not tolerate plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty, and acts of plagiarism can lead to immediate failure of the course.  Instructors uphold and support the highest academic standards, and students are expected to do likewise.  Penalties for students guilty of academic dishonesty include disciplinary probation, suspension, and expulsion.  (Texas A&M University—Commerce Code of Student Conduct 5.b[1,2,3]).  Examples of plagiarism include but are not limited to cutting and pasting information directly from online sources, copying material from books without providing source documentation, taking essays wholesale from online sources, having someone else write a paper for you, and turning in work that you have already submitted for another class.

B. Students requesting accommodations for disabilities must go through the Academic Support Committee.  For more information, please contact the Director of Disability Resources and Services, Halladay Student Services Building, Room 303D, 903-886-5835.

C. All students enrolled at the University must follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment.  Standards of decency and acceptable behavior extend to the use of cell phones and instant messaging—please turn them off in the classroom unless you are awaiting a real emergency call for some reason.  Additionally, please note that I enforce standards of inclusiveness in my classes.  What that means is that I do not tolerate discrimination and disrespect in regard to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, disability, public assistance status, veteran status, or sexual orientation.
IX. Assignments

See the following chart for a complete schedule of assignments.  Some changes may occur during the course of the semester.  
	English 101 Assignments, Spring 2006

	

Week 1.   

	1/18
	In class: Introduction to course
Homework (due Friday 1/20):
( Read Introduction , Working with Ideas (xv-xxi)

( Read Chapter 1, “Active Reading,” in Working with Ideas (3-10)

( Read introduction to “Sequence 4” in Working with Ideas (296-297)

	1/20
	In class:  Discuss Introduction and Chapter 1; discuss course theme 
Homework (due Monday 1/23):
( Read handout, Kristine Hansen, “Religious Freedom in the Public Square and the 
  Composition Classroom,” from Negotiating Religious Faith in the Composition Classroom
( Begin “Opening Writing Exercise” on religion and morality (due Wednesday 1/25)

	

Week 2.  

	1/23
	In class: Discuss “Religious Freedom in the Public Square and the Composition Classroom”; listen to excerpt from radio broadcast, “The Future of Moral Values”
Homework (due Wednesday 1/25):
( Complete “Opening Writing Exercise”
( Read Chapter 2, “Writing as a Process,” in Working with Ideas (11-24)

	1/25
	In class: Discuss Chapter 2; handout on Unit 1 Writing Assignment (WA1); turn in “Opening Writing Exercise”
Homework (due Friday 1/27):
( Read Robert Johnson’s “Teaching the Forbidden: Literature and the Religious Student” in 
 Working with Ideas (298-303)
( On loose-leaf paper (or typed), respond to “Now That You’ve Read” questions (Working 
  with Ideas 303)

	1/27
	In class: Discuss Johnson essay (“Teaching the Forbidden”) and reading questions; discuss “critical thinking”—what it is and the potential “threat” it poses 
Homework (due Monday 1/30):
( On loose-leaf paper (or typed), respond to “Prewriting” questions on Unit 1 handout
( Read Chapter 3, “Argument and Persuasion,” in Working with Ideas (25-36)

	

Week 3.  

	1/30
	In class: Discuss Chapter 3; introduction to “SEE” paragraphs
Homework (due Wednesday 2/1):
( We will begin drafting Writing Assignment 1 (WA1) on Wednesday—come to class prepared 
  to start writing!


	2/1
	In class: Meet in Hall of Languages computer lab (room on east side of lobby) to begin drafting Writing Assignment 1
Homework (due Monday 2/6):
( First draft of WA1 is due on Monday

	2/3
	In class: Lesson on writing techniques and “work-shopping” a draft
Homework (due Monday 2/6):
( Typed draft of WA1 due Monday—BRING TWO COPIES TO CLASS (one to share 

  with workshop partner(s) and one to turn in to me)

	

Week 4.  

	2/6
	In class: Workshop WA1 drafts; turn in one copy of draft to me
Homework:
( Continue to work on WA1, incorporating suggestions gained through workshop

	2/8
	In class: Whole class workshop of selected WA1 drafts; handout on Unit 2 Writing Assignment (WA2)
Homework (due Friday 2/10):
( Begin Unit 2 by reading William J. Bennett’s “Revolt Against God: America’s Spiritual 

  Despair” in Working with Ideas (304-315)
( On loose-leaf paper (or typed), respond to “Before you read” questions (304 in Working with 
  Ideas) and “Now that you’ve read” questions (315 in Working with Ideas)

	2/10
	In class: Discuss Bennett’s “Revolt Against God” and turn in reading questions
Homework (due Monday 2/13):
( Unit 1 folder due Monday—make sure you have included all required work for unit

	

Week 5.  

	2/13
	In class: Turn in Unit 1 folders; lesson on writing techniques 
Homework (due Wednesday 2/15):
( On loose-leaf paper (or typed), respond to “Prewriting” questions for Unit 2 Writing 

  Assignment (WA2)

( We will begin drafting Writing Assignment 2 (WA2) on Wednesday—come to class prepared 

  to start writing!

	2/15
	In class: Meet in Hall of Languages computer lab (room on east side of lobby) to begin drafting WA2
Homework (due Friday 2/17):
( Continue to work on first draft of WA2

	2/17
	In class: Lesson on writing techniques
Homework (due Monday 2/20):
( Typed draft of WA2 due Monday—BRING TWO COPIES TO CLASS (one to share 

  with workshop partner(s) and one to turn in to me)

	

Week 6  

	2/20
	In class: Workshop WA2 drafts; turn in one copy of draft to me
Homework (due Wednesday 2/22):
( Continue working on WA2 drafts, incorporating suggestions from workshop

	2/22
	In class: Whole class workshop of selected WA2 drafts
Homework (due Friday 2/24):
( Continue working on WA2 drafts, incorporating suggestions from workshop


	2/24
	In class: Listen to portion of radio program, “Religious Liberty in America,” from National Public Radio’s Speaking of Faith
Homework (due Monday 2/27):
( Begin Unit 3 by reading James W. Sire’s “Chris Chrisman Goes to State” in Working with 
  Ideas (316-322)

( On loose-leaf paper (or typed), respond to “Before you read” questions (316 in Working 

  with Ideas) and “Now that you’ve read” questions (322 in Working with Ideas)

	

Week 7  

	2/27
	In class: Discuss “Chris Chrisman” story; turn in reading questions
Homework (due Wednesday 2/29):
( On loose-leaf paper (or typed), respond to “Prewriting” questions for Unit 3 Writing Assignment (WA3)
( We will begin drafting Writing Assignment 3 (WA3) on Wednesday—come to class prepared 

  to start writing!

	3/1
	In class: Meet in Hall of Languages computer lab (room on east side of lobby) to begin drafting WA3
Homework:
( Continue to work on draft of WA 3

( Completed Unit 2 folder due Monday

	3/3
	In class: Lesson on writing techniques
Homework (due Monday 3/6):
( COMPLETE UNIT 2 FOLDERS DUE MONDAY

	

Week 8.  

	3/6
	In class: Turn in Unit 2 folders; lesson on writing techniques
Homework (due Wednesday 3/8):
( Typed draft of WA3 due Wednesday—BRING TWO COPIES TO CLASS (one to share 

  with workshop partner(s) and one to turn in to me)

	3/8
	In class: Workshop WA3 drafts; turn in one copy of draft to me 
Homework: 
( Continue to work on WA3 drafts, incorporating suggestions from workshop

	3/10
	In class: Whole class workshop of selected WA3 drafts

Homework (due Monday 3/20): 
( COMPLETE UNIT 3 FOLDERS DUE MONDAY 3/20

	

SPRING BREAK WEEK

	

Week 9.  

	3/20
	In class: Turn in Unit 3 folders; handout on Unit 4
Homework
( Begin Unit 4 by reading Christopher Shea’s “Sexual Tension,” Chana Schoenberger’s 
  “Getting to Know About You and Me,” and David Denby’s “Passion at Yale” in Working 
  with Ideas (pages323-327, 328-330, and 331-334 in Working with Ideas)
( On loose-leaf paper (or typed), respond to “Before you read” questions and “Now that 

  you’ve read” questions PRINTED ON UNIT 4 HANDOUT


	3/22
	In class: Discuss “Sexual Tension,” “Getting to Know About You and Me,” and “Passion at Yale”; turn in reading questions 
Homework (due Friday 3/24):
( On loose leaf paper (or typed), respond to “Prewriting” questions PRINTED ON UNIT 4  

  HANDOUT

( We will begin drafting Writing Assignment 4 (WA4) on Wednesday—come to class prepared to start writing!

	3/24
	In class: Meet in Hall of Languages computer lab (room on east side of lobby) to begin drafting WA4

Homework:
( Continue to work on draft of WA4

	

Week 10.  

	3/27
	In class: Lesson on writing techniques
Homework (due Wednesday 3/29): 
( Typed draft of WA4 due Wednesday—BRING TWO COPIES TO CLASS (one to share 

  with workshop partner(s) and one to turn in to me)

	3/29
	In class: Workshop WA4 drafts; turn one copy of draft in to me
Homework: 
( Continue to work on WA4 drafts, incorporating suggestions from workshop

	3/31
	In class: Whole class workshop of selected WA4 drafts

Homework (due Monday 4/3):

( Begin Unit 5 by reading Karen Armstrong’s introduction to Muhammad: A Biography of the 
  Prophet in Working with Ideas (335-341)

( On loose leaf paper (or typed), respond to the “Before you read” and “Now that you’ve 
  read” questions in Working with Ideas (335 and 341).

( Continue working on WA4 drafts, incorporating suggestions from workshop 

	

Week 11.  

	4/3
	In class: Discuss Armstrong article; turn in reading questions
Homework:
( Begin research/drafting for WA5

	4/5
	In class: Listen to radio clips on Islam
Homework (due Friday 4/7):
( On loose leaf paper (or typed), respond to “Prewriting” questions printed on Unit 5 handout

( We will begin drafting Writing Assignment 5 (WA5) on Friday—come to class prepared to 
  start writing!

	4/7
	In class: Meet in Hall of Languages computer lab (room on east side of lobby) to begin drafting WA5
Homework (due Monday 4/10);
( Unit 4 folders due Monday

	

Week 12.  

	4/10
	In class: Turn in Unit 4 folders
Homework (due Wednesday 4/12): 
( Typed draft of WA5 due Wednesday—BRING TWO COPIES TO CLASS (one to share 

  with workshop partner(s) and one to turn in to me)


	4/12
	In class: Workshop WA5 drafts; turn one copy of draft in to me
Homework (due Monday 4/17):
( Continue working on WA5 draft, incorporating workshop suggestions

	4/14
	No class

	

Week 13.  

	4/17
	In class: Whole class workshop of selected WA5 drafts
Homework (due Wednesday 4/19):
( Read excerpts from Henry David Thoreau’s Walden (download from course website at 
  http://faculty.tamu-commerce.edu/kroggenkamp/WaldenExcerpts.htm 

	4/19
	In class: Discuss excerpts from Walden
Homework (due Friday 4/21): 
( Read The Gospel According to Larry, pages vii-80

	4/21
	In class: Discuss The Gospel According to Larry, pages vii-80
Homework (due Monday 4/24):
( Unit 5 folders due Monday

	

Week 14.  

	4/24
	In class: Turn in Unit 5 folders
Homework (due Wednesday 4/26): 
( Read The Gospel According to Larry, pages 81-141

	4/26
	In class: Discuss The Gospel According to Larry, pages 81-141
Homework (due Friday 4/28):
( Finish The Gospel According to Larry

	4/28
	In class: Discuss remainder of The Gospel According to Larry
Homework (due Monday 5/1):
( Writing Assignment: your own “Larry Sermon,” due to me in my office (HL 229) on 

  Monday morning

	

Week 15.  

	5/1
	TURN IN “LARRY SERMONS” TO ME IN HL 229

No class held this week—portfolio collection, critical portfolio review time, conference time

	5/3
	No class held this week—portfolio collection, critical portfolio review time, conference time

	5/5
	No class held this week—portfolio collection, critical portfolio review time, conference time

	

PORTFOLIOS DUE MONDAY, MAY 8TH BY 3:00 p.m.  Must be handed in to me directly or to one of the departmental secretaries in HL 141.  DO NOT just leave portfolio on front desk in HL 141 or outside my office door.  See handout on portfolios for complete information!
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