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Bridge to Terabithia is #8 on the American Library Association’s list of the 100 most frequently challenged books of 1990-1999.  
Sample of Challenges:

▫ Lincoln, NE, 1986: Challenged as 6th grade recommended reading because of inclusion of “profanity,” including the phrases “Oh Lord” and “Lord” as expletive.
▫ Burlington, CT, 1990: Challenged as suitable curriculum material because it contains “language and subject matter that set bad examples and give students negative views of life.”
▫ Apple Valley, CA, 1992: Challenged in Unified School District because of “vulgar language.”
▫ Mechanicsburg, PA, 1992: Challenged in school district because of “profanity and references to witchcraft.”  
▫ Cleburne, TX, 1992: Challenged because of “profane language.”  School board voted to retain book in libraries, but not to include it as required reading.
▫ Oskaloosa, KS, 1993: Challenge led to new policy requiring teachers to examine all required material for profanities, list each profanity and note number of times it is used in book, and forward list to parents, who must then give written permission for children to read material.
▫ Gettysburg, PA, 1993: Challenged because of “offensive language.”
▫ Medway, ME, 1995: Challenged because book uses “swear words.”
▫ Pulaski Township, PA, 1996: Removed from 5th grade classrooms of New Brighton Area School District due to “profanity, disrespect for adults, and an elaborate fantasy world” that “might lead to confusion.”
▫ Cromwell, CT, 2002: Challenged in Cromwell middle schools (along with another Newbery Award-winning book, The Witch of Blackbird Pond and the Harry Potter books in general) because they are “satanic [and] a danger to our children.”  Argues that the “witchcraft” supposedly displayed in the books equates with the religion of Wicca, and because Wicca is an organized religion, it violates the First Amendment concept against the establishment of religion by the government.
Sources:  National Coalition Against Censorship web archive; Robert P. Doyle, Banned Books: 1998 Resource Guide (American Library Association, 1998); “Book Ban Petition Heard,” Middletown (CT) Press, 27 August 2002.

Paterson’s Words on Death:
▫ “I wrote Bridge to Terabithia in a time of distress for my own family more than 25 years ago.  Our son David’s best friend, a bright, lively imaginative eight-year-old girl, was struck and killed by lightning.  David couldn’t understand why such a horrible thing should happen.  None of us could understand.  So because I could not bring back Lisa from the dead—indeed I could not even comfort my heartbroken child—I began to write a story to try to make sense of a tragedy that truly did not make sense.  A story, I though, has a beginning, a middle, and an end.  And when you come to the end somehow the beginning and the middle become clearer to you, not in some rational way that you can explain to someone else, but in your heart and your emotions.  Art—whether it be in graphic images or music or even the words of a story—has a power to touch us below the level of argument or logic.  In times of fear and grief we humans crave this comfort for ourselves and seek to share it with one another.”

▫ When kids ask why Leslie had to die, “I want to weep, because it is a question for which I have no answer.”

▫ We can’t give easy answers to kids—but we can “broaden the way to look” at such realities as death, giving “shape to something in human life that is chaotic and lacks meaning”

Paterson’s Words on Bridges:

▫ “There were so many chasms I saw that needed bridging—chasms of time and culture and disparate human nature—that I began sawing and hammering at the rough wood planes for my children and for any other children who might read.”

▫ This book is like a bridge “that will take children from where they are to where they might be” in terms of understanding the tragedies of life.
▫ “Of all the people I have ever written about, perhaps Jess Aarons is more nearly me than any other, and in writing this book, I have thrown my body across the chasm that had most terrified me,” the fear of death.
▫ And so when the book was done, “the valley of the shadow which I had passed through so fearfully in the spring had, in the fall, become a hill of rejoicing.  The very valley where evil and despair defeat us can become a gate of hope—if one has a bridge.”
