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I want to leave you with a lot of flexibility for both your papers, and in light of that I am not going to “assign” a topic for the first paper.  Rather, I am going to ask you to choose a topic of your own design.  This paper will not need to be a research paper with secondary sources, unlike the second paper.  Instead, what I have in mind for this first piece is more of a “close reading” or formalistic analysis, without bringing in other critical perspectives.

I am open to a wide variety of topics.  Here are just a few suggestions to get you started (and you can of course choose one of these topics if you would like):

( A comparison of, say, two different picture book versions of one of our fairy tales (or of one of 
  the fairy tales we are not reading, like Snow White)

( An analysis/comparison of different tales from one of the “lesser known” literary fairy tale 
  writers, like Basile

( A thorough analysis of one of the first two films we will watch, or of another fairy tale film

( Numbers in select fairy tales (like the “power of three”)

( An analysis of Harry Potter as Cinderella figure

( The use of fairy tales in advertising (though this one would be more involved—maybe a good 
  topic for second paper?)

