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Robert Frost 

Reading Questions

1. When discussing poetry, we usually use the phrase “speaker of the poem” where we would use the term “narrator” when discussing a short story or novel.  In “Mending Wall,” why exactly have the speaker of the poem and the neighbor met to mend the wall?  And what does the speaker seem to think of this mending?  How can you tell?

2. In “Mending Wall,” look at the way the speaker of the poem describes the neighbor.  What kinds of words and images does he use to describe the neighbor?  What does he seem to think of the neighbor?
3. What is “Mending Wall” about?  On a literal level, obviously, it’s about two people who get together to mend the wall separating their property.  But what might it be about on a more figurative level?  Is there something that’s irking or bugging the speaker of the poem?  Something he doesn’t understand?  What does he seem to think of the phrase, “Good fences make good neighbors?”

4. What might the speaker of “Mending Wall” mean when he writes in line 27, “Spring is the mischief in me?”

5. Look at the rhyme scheme of “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening.”  In other words, which words at the ends of the lines rhyme with one another?

6. Find examples of alliteration in “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening.”
