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Challenges to The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime 
Toledo, OH (2007):  Parents who skimmed through some of the books on the high school summer reading list, including The Curious Incident, were upset about the use of offensive language and complained to school officials.  A review committee supported use of the book, however, and, following the school’s procedures for book complaints, recommended that the parent’s child just read another book.  
Towamencin Township, PA (2007):  A parent was upset by the use of “the f-word” in one of the books her son, an incoming senior, had been asked to read over the summer.  
Friendswood, TX (2006):  After having endorsed the book for the voluntary “Galveston County Reads Day” program, the mayor of Friendswood retracted his endorsement following a complaint from a city council member who was shocked by the use of “the f-word” and concerned that it would “pollute” readers.  The council member, who had not read the entire book, declared that it had no “intellectual value.”  Another council member, who admitted that he had not read the book, remarked, “Later in the book, the kid says there is no God and there is no life after death. . . . Clearly, these are not ideas we should promote to kids. . . . We’re talking about young children who are not mature enough to make proper decisions.”  Pat Scales, who has written a book on censorship, said that “she was almost unsure how to respond to the councilmen’s discomfort with the novel’s protagonist dealing with existential questions such as God and the after-life. ‘Not every character that we read in literature — or even in real life — will mirror our own values. . . . What literature can do is let us see all sides of life.’”  Scales added that “the book has many merits, including teaching tolerance and compassion. She said she feels often politicians look too hard at individual words without considering the whole work.”  In response, one of the council members said, “A lot of liberal do-gooders say we should take the book in its entirety. . . . That’s like saying a man is a great deacon at his church, a great Little League coach, a great provider for his family, but he beats his wife. That is not a good man.  The firestorm is all the liberal pacifists who are trying to make us out to be book burning, goose-stepping Nazis. That’s not the case at all. There are plenty of books without profanity we could promote.”
Olentangy, OH (2006): Acting on complaints from a parent, book removed unilaterally by school superintendent from optional summer reading list.  The complaining parent admitted that she had not even read the book in entirety.  

Bernards Township, NJ (2006): School board member Michael Byrne objected to the book, which was on the summer reading list for ninth graders, because of the language, the book’s inclusion of autism as a topic, and the portrayal of family problems.  Byrne stated that he found the book “a very adult story. . . . It’s a very serious, very adult subject and I didn’t think the combination of the cursing and the adult story to be appropriate for ninth-graders.”  The school board took no action against the book.
Unknown city, IN (2006):  Protested for use on ninth grade summer reading list because of “f-word.”  As of now, the book remains on reading list.
Unknown city and state (2006):  Challenged in tenth grade gifted program because of language and negative references to Christianity.  Retained by school board.

Scottsdale, AZ (2005):  Parents at Chaparral High School objected to the use of “the f-word” in the book.    
Arrowhead, NY (2005): A parent complained about the use of “the f-word” and other language in the book.  Earlier, the same parent had asked “for the removal of” The Perks of Being a Wallflower, objecting that it had “graphic content” and arguing that it should be removed from an elective course for juniors and seniors. 
Sources: NCTE Censorship Challenge News, March 2006; NCTE Censorship Challenge News, December 2006; National Coalition Against Censorship website; http://bookshelvesofdoom.blogs.com/bookshelves_of_doom/2006/01/curious_inciden.html; Arizona Republic, 12/16/06; http://studentadvocate-nj.org/autism_related_novel_attacked.htm; http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=13767090&BRD=1399&PAG=461&dept_id=173065&rfi=6 
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