English 201.001 and .002
Paper Assignment

Spring 2007
Dr. Roggenkamp

Paper Focus:

First, look over the syllabus and refresh your memory about the texts we have read and studied this semester.  Then select one story, poem (or a couple of poems), or play that you would characterize as the “most memorable and meaningful” to you personally.  Write a 2-3 page paper explaining precisely what that literary work means to you.  Why do you think it, above all others, resonated with you as a reader?  What specific parts of the text stood out, and why?  Has this work meant something to you personally?  Did you learn something unexpected from studying this work?  Is there something about the character(s) that spoke to you?  The setting?  What about imagery, theme, plot, etc.?
Technical Instructions:

( Length should be at least two full pages (not one page, not one and a half pages; four pages would be acceptable—but one and a half pages is not acceptable)

( Double-spaced

( 12 point type in normal (not overly huge) style (Times New Roman, Arial, etc.)

( One inch margins all around (make sure your computer is not set up for 1.25 inch margins)

( MUST be turned in on or before FRIDAY, MAY 4th (note change from syllabus).  
( I will NOT accept late papers.

Evaluation:

This is a “personal response” paper, but that doesn’t mean “anything goes” in terms of what you turn in.  What I’ll be looking for in grading these is evidence that you’ve thought carefully about the work you choose to right about and that you are saying something concrete about why that work means something to you.  For instance, two pages of “I just think it’s cool, I just like it, etc.” really doesn’t show much thoughtfulness.  Answer WHY WHY WHY—why have you chosen this piece?  Do not write a mere plot summary of your chosen work.  Furthermore, do not turn in two pages of error-filled, sloppy writing with incomplete and run-on sentences, grammatically mistakes, nonsensical sentences, etc.  Such work will not merit a high grade, even if the ideas are interesting and well-stated.  Take the time to write this carefully.  Take the time to revise it.  Take the time to check it over for technical errors.   

