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Challenges to Catcher in the Rye
(Examples from 1978 forward only—Catcher has in fact been challenged and banned since its publication in 1951)
North Berwick, ME (2004): A committee determined that The Catcher in the Rye should remain in the freshman high school curriculum at Noble High School, but “teachers need to provide more information to parents about why books are studied.  The book had been attached by parents of one teen who objected to the language and actions of Holden Caulfield.  Despite the committee’s approval, the mother of the teenager declared her son was “definitely not reading it. . . . I don’t want my kids learning the trash that they’re promoting.”  A 14-year-old student countered in the local newspaper that “just because it’s a book doesn’t mean people are going to go out and start doing it,” while another freshman called the complaints about the book’s language “stupid.”
Summerville, NC (2001): A school official pulled The Catcher in the Rye off school library shelves. Board member Howard Bagwell checked out copies of the book from two local high 
schools—with no plans to return them. Bagwell, who has also filed formal complaints at both schools, feels the J. D. Salinger coming-of-age tale is “a filthy, filthy book.”

Brunswick, GA (1997):  Challenged but retained at Glynn Academy High School after student complained about profanity and sexual references.
Marysville, CA (1997):  Removed from Marysville Joint Unified School District required reading list because of profanity and sexual situations.  No parent had complained, but school superintendent preemptively elected to get it “out of the way so that we didn’t have that polarization over a book.”
Paris, ME (1996):  Challenged at Oxford Hills High School because of “F word.”

Goffstown, NH (1994):  Challenged at Goffstown schools because of vulgar words and sexual exploits.

New Richmond, WI (1994):  Challenged but retained at New Richmond high school for use in some English classes.

Corona-Norco, CA (1993):  Challenged as required reading in Corona-Norco school district because it “centered around negative activity.”

Sidell, IL (1992):  Challenged at Jamaica High School because book contains profanities and depicts premarital sex, alcohol abuse, and prostitution.
Waterloo, IA (1992):  Challenged in Waterloo schools because of profanity, sexual references, and statements derogatory to minorities.

Duval County, FL (1992):  Challenged in Duval County public school libraries because of profanity, sexual references, statements derogatory to minorities.
Carlisle, PA (1992):  Challenged at Cumerland Valley High School because of profanity and “immorality.”
Grayslake, IL (1991):  Challenged at Grayslake community high school.
Boron, CA (1989):  Banned from classrooms at Boron high school because book contains profanity.
Linton-Stockton, IN (1988):  Challenged at Linton-Stockton high school because book “blasphemous and undermines morality.”

Napoleon, ND (1987):  Banned from required sophomore English reading list at Napoleon High School after parents and local Knights of Columbus complained about profanity and sexual references.

Medicine Bow, WY (1986):  Removed from required reading list at Medicine Bow Senior High because of sexual references and profanity.
De Funiak Springs, FL (1985):  Banned from English curriculum at Freeport High School because “unacceptable” and “obscene.”

Libby, MT (1983):  Challenged at Libby High School because of content.
Anniston, AL (1982):  Removed from two Anniston high school libraries but later reinstated on restrictive basis.
Morris, Manitoba (1982):  Removed from school libraries because it violated guidelines for “excess vulgar language, sexual scenes, things concerning moral issues, excessive violence, and anything dealing with the occult.”
North Jackson, OH (1980):  Removed from Jackson-Milton school libraries. 
Middleville, MI (1979):  Removed from required reading list.
Issaquah, WA (1978):  Removed from Issaquah high school optional reading list. 
Sources: School Library Journal, October 2001; Doyle, Robert P., Banned Books: 1998 Resource Book, American Library Association (1998); Foster’s Online, 12/19/04; NCTE Censorship Challenge News, March 2006
Updated 1/08
