English 201
Sonnet

Lyric Poem

( Short poem

( Express personal mood, feeling, meditations of single speaker

( “Miniature story” or argument about some theme (love, death, etc.)

Sonnet

( Particular kind of lyric poem

( Rough form: 
( statement of theme 
( “Discussion” or reflection on theme

( Conclusions about theme

( 14 lines
( Pentameter (iambic pentameter)

( Formulaic rhyme scheme

History

( Developed in Italy, 14th century (Renaissance)

( Poem of unrequited love—lament over the beautiful but unattainable woman
( Francesco Petrarca (Petrarch)—brought to England early 16th century (Sir Thomas Wyatt)

( Developed further by Shakespeare and others in 16th and early 17th centuries
Sonnet Types

( Two general types/rhyme schemes

( Italian or “Petrarchan” sonnet

( Two quatrains and one sestet



( Quatrain: a grouping of four lines 

            (grouped together either by 

            rhyme scheme or because they 

            stand on their own as a stanza)



( Sestet: a grouping of six lines 

            (grouped together either by 

            rhyme scheme or because they 

            stand on their own as a stanza) 


( Typical rhyme schemes:



( abba abba cde cde



( abba abba cdc dcd


( Often a “turn” in mood or idea   

       between second quatrain and 
       sestet

( English or “Shakespearean” sonnet

( Three quatrains and one final 

       couplet


( Typical rhyme scheme:



( abab cdcd efef gg


( Often a “turn” in mood or idea with 

       final couplet
