English 201
Dr. Roggenkamp

Reading Questions

“The Things They Carried,” Tim O’Brien
1. How would you describe O’Brien’s writing style?  How are his sentences, paragraphs, and basic plot elements put together?
2. When the narrator writes, “Afterward they burned Than Khe,” what is he telling us about the attitude of the soldiers toward the people in the villages in Vietnam?

3. Why is it important to specify the weight of every single item the men carry?

4. Why does the lieutenant burn the letters he has been carrying?
