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The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn has been challenged virtually since the day it was published.  Early critics claimed that children should not read the book because Huck was a bad role model and used improper grammar.  Famously, the Concord, Massachusetts library board (including member Louisa May Alcott) voted to ban the book in 1885, saying that, “It deals with a series of adventures of a very low grade of morality; it is couched in the language of a rough, ignorant dialect, and all through its pages there is a systematic use of bad grammar and an employment of rough, coarse, inelegant expressions.  It is also very irreverent.”  Alcott herself, alas, wrote that “if Mr. Clemens cannot think of something better to tell our pure-minded lads and lasses, he had better stop writing for them.”  Twain himself was delighted, at this turn of events and called the library ban “a rattling tip-top puff which will go into every paper in the country . . . and sell 25,000 copies for us sure.”  
A partial list of challenges:
North Richland Hills, TX (2007):  During a classroom lesson that listed the word “nigger” along with other “emotionally charged words designed to illustrate the power of language” before the class began discussing Huck Finn, one African-American student requested that the teacher write instead “the n-word” as an abbreviation.  The teacher responded, “Does it offend you?  It hurts, doesn’t it?” and refused to change what she had written on the board, leaving the student feeling “unnecessarily singled out.”  The parent of the student asked that the book be banned from the curriculum.  However, the student, who was moved to a different English class, remarked, “I’ll give it a chance.  I’ll read it.”

St. Louis Park, MN (2007):  A parent in the Minneapolis suburb challenged the book’s use in high school classrooms and asked that it be removed from required curriculum.  A 12-member committee recommended that the book remain because “the literary value of the book outweighed the negative aspect of the language employed.”  A group of St. Louis Park students began a Save Huck Finn blog.
Manchester, CT (2007):  A student in the junior English class at Manchester High School complained about the book’s language.  The complaint is moving through the district’s comprehensive procedure for handling book challenges.  

Peoria, AZ (2006):  A parent objected to use of the book in a high school classroom and claimed that the racial slur used repeatedly by Twain made her son, the only African-American student in the class, uncomfortable.  
Unidentified city, NY (2006): Challenged but retained in 11th grade AP literature class because of racial language and characterization of Jim as “stupid.”    

Taylor, MI (2006):  The Taylor school board voted to restrict the oral reading of the book after the parent of an African-American student, the only black student in her class, complained about the book’s use of racial epithets.  According to WWJ news, “Deputy Superintendent Dr. Lyn Sutton told Robinson and WWJ the book was pulled from classes at both high schools in the district and the district has launched a review of the district's book list. . . . Sutton also said ‘No student should feel uncomfortable in the classroom.’”
Renton, WA (2004):  Mark Twain's The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn has been restored to the supplemental 11th-grade reading lists in three Renton high schools. The Renton School District removed the book from its lists last spring, after a complaint from student Calista Phair, 17, and her grandmother, Beatrice Clark, that the book uses the word "nigger." Since the complaint, a committee of language-arts teachers has developed a set of guidelines for teaching the book.  
Escambia County, FL (2003):  The Escambia County School District has banned teachers from using The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain in classes below the 11th grade. The January decision was made after a parent said the racially charged novel made her seventh-grade son at Ransom Middle School uncomfortable. The book will remain accessible to middle school students at the district's school libraries.  

Bloomington, IL (2002):  Challenged at Bloomington High School (along with several other books) by the parent of an African American student, who said “she felt like every student looked at her—the only black student in the class—each time the word came up in discussion.”  “Our children’s brains are still in the development stages,” said one supporter of the ban, and the book “can affect” students’ “everyday learning and interaction with the community as a whole.”

Enid, OK (2000):  The Enid School Board voted unanimously to retain the book as required reading for sophomores in literature classes.  The book had been challenged by a group of African American ministers, and a textbook review committee had recommended that the book be restricted to AP literature classes.  Professor Jocelyn Chadwick, speaking to the school board, requested that it be kept in the current curriculum, but she stressed the need to teach students about the book’s background.

Fairbanks, AK (1999):  The Fairbanks North Star School District’s ethnic committee asked to remove the book from high school reading lists because of its racial language.  
Dalton, GA (1998):  A father led a campaign to ban the book from local classrooms, claiming that use of racial epithets in the book tears down student self-esteem and perpetuates the epithets.  His request was denied by the school superintendent.
Pennsylvania NAACP (1998):  The Pennsylvania NAACP passed a resolution calling on school districts to remove the book from required reading lists, but not from school or public libraries.  The resolution noted the psychologically damaging effect that the book’s repeated use of the word “nigger” could have on African American children.
Cherry Hill, NJ (1997):  Removed from classrooms after concerns were raised about its racial epithets and depiction of African American characters.  However, the school board approved a new curriculum which places the book in the context of nineteenth-century racial relations.  Teachers were required to attend a training session conducted by Villanova University English professors.
Fairfax, VA (1997):  Challenged but retained at McLean High School despite a parent’s complaint that the book offends African Americans.

Columbus, IN (1997):  Challenged but retained (along with Tom Sawyer) at Columbus North High School because the book is “degrading, insensitive, and oppressive.”

Lyndhurst, OH (1997):  Challenged in South Euclid-Lyndhurst City Schools because a student complained that some classmates snickered and giggled as the word “nigger” was read aloud by students.

Federal Way, WA (1996):  Challenged for inclusion on school reading list because it “perpetuates hate and racism.”

Lindale, TX (1996):  Dropped from AP English reading list (along with thirty-two other books) because, according to a school board trustee, the book “conflicted with the values of the community.”  The trustee said the books were unsuitable for 15- and 16-year-old boys because “we’re turning out young men into ticking time bombs” by reading them.
Upper Dublin, PA (1996):  Under an “administrative action,” dropped from mandatory reading lists because of alleged racial insensitivity and offensive language.  Parents and students had complained that the language in the book made black children feel uncomfortable.  
Tempe, AZ (1996):  Challenged as required reading in an honors English class at McClintock High School by a teacher on behalf of her daughter and other African American students.  In May 1996 a class-action lawsuit was filed in District Court in Phoenix, arguing that the district deprived minority students of educational opportunities by requiring racially offensive literature as part of class assignments.  In 1997 a federal judge dismissed the lawsuit, stating that he realized that “language in the novel was offensive and hurtful to the plaintiff,” but that the suit failed to prove the district violated students’ civil rights or that the works was assigned with discriminatory intent.
Kenosha, WI (1995):  Challenged in the Kenosha Unified School District in a complaint filed by the local NAACP, which called the book offensive to African American students.

San Jose, CA (1995):  Removed from required reading lists in East San Jose high schools in response to objections raised by African American parents, who claimed that the book’s use of racial epithets eroded their children’s self-esteem and affected their performance in school.

New Haven, CT (1995):  Removed from eighth grade curriculum because parents complained it undermined self-esteem of black youth.

Washington, D. C. (1995):  Removed from curriculum at the National Cathedral School because of content and language.

Santa Cruz, CA (1995):  Challenged because of racial themes.

Butler, GA (1994):  Challenged in English classes at Taylor County High School because of racial slurs, bad grammar, and failure to reject slavery.  The book was eventually switched from ninth grade to tenth grade curriculum.  
Lewisville, TX (1994):  Challenged but retained on high school reading lists.

Carlisle, PA (1993):  Challenged because of racial slurs offensive to both black and white students.

Modesto, CA (1992):  Challenged as required reading because of “offensive and racist language.”

Kinston, NC (1992):  Challenged when the superintendent declared that the novel could not be assigned because students were too young to repeatedly read the word “nigger.”

Portage, MI (1991):  Temporarily pulled from classrooms after some black parents complained that their children were uncomfortable with the book’s portrayal of blacks.  

Houma, LA (1991):  Removed from the required reading list of Terrebone Parish public schools because of use of the word “nigger.”
Mesa, AZ (1991):  Challenged in the Mesa Unified School District because the book repeatedly uses the word “nigger” and challenges the self-esteem of black youth.

Plano, TX (1990):  Challenged in Plano ISD because of racism.  A Plano City Councilman called the book “racist and degrading” in its treatment of black characters and needed to be removed from the reading list in order to protect black students from classroom embarrassment.  The school board elected to place the book on an optional reading list instead.  
Erie, PA (1990):  Challenged for inclusion on a high school supplemental English reading list because of its derogatory references to African Americans.

Sevierville, TN (1989):  Challenged at the county high school because of racial slurs and dialect.
Caddo Parish, LA (1988):  Removed from a required reading list and school libraries because of racially offensive passages.

Berrien Springs, MI (1988):  Challenged at Berrien Springs High School.

Rockford, IL (1988):  Removed from the required reading list in public schools because of the word “nigger.”

Waukegan, IL (1984):  Challenged as a racist novel.
Springfield, IL (1984):  Challenged as a racist novel.
State College, PA (1983):  Parents demanded that “this book be immediately discontinued as a regular part of the ninth grade English curriculum based on use of the word “nigger,” the stereotyped image of Jim, and a parent’s claim that her son, the only African American student in the classroom, suffered “social and emotional discomfort throughout the instructional unit.”  The review committee elected to move the book to the eleventh or twelfth grade curriculum where students would be more likely to understand Twain’s satire.
Houston, TX (1982):  Challenged as a racist novel.
Fairfax County, VA (1982):  A racially balanced group called the Human Relations Committee at, ironically enough, Mark Twain Intermediate School challenged the book because it is “poison,” anti-American, works against the melting-pot theory, and is in conflict with the Fourteenth Amendment and the Preamble to the Constitution.  The assistant principal of the school said he would rewrite the book, deleting the word “nigger” and other “negative references.”
Davenport, IA (1981):  Challenged as a racist novel.
Warrington, PA (1981):  Removed from the Tamanend Junior High School curriculum and placed in the tenth grade curriculum.  Parents had wanted it banned throughout the district.  Parents argued that eighth grade students were not mature enough to understand Twain’s “subtle attack on slavery” and responded to the word “nigger” by abusing black students.
Winnetka, IL (1976):  Challenged as a racist novel.

Miami, FL (1969):  Removed from the Miami Dade Junior College required reading list because the book “creates an emotional block for black students that inhibits learning.”

New York, NY (1957):  Dropped from the list of approved books for the city’s junior and senior high classrooms in part because of the frequent use of the word “nigger.”

Brooklyn, NY (1905):  Huckleberry Finn and Tom Sawyer both were excluded from the children’s room of the public library on the grounds that both provided “bad examples for ingenious youth.  Huck was described as a “deceitful boy” who “not only itched but scratched, and that he said sweat when he should have said perspiration.”  
Denver, CO (1902):  The Denver Public Library banned Huckleberry Finn, saying it provided a bad example for children.

Sources: School Library Journal, May 2004; School Library Journal, March 2003; Minneapolis Star-Tribune, March 2007; Doyle, Robert P. Banned Books: 1998 Resource Book; Mitchell, Arlene Harris.  “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: Review of Historical Challenges”; Banned in the USA; NCTE Censorship Challenge News for April-June 2007; NCTE Censorship Challenge News, March 2007; Dallas Morning News at http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/localnews/stories/110107dnmethuckfinn.1c65c58d9.html; http://bookshelvesofdoom.blogs.com/bookshelves_of_doom/books_challenged/index.html; Minneapolis Star Tribune at http://www.startribune.com/local/11556181.html 
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