English 101.004, Spring 2006
Unit 3 Writing Assignment (WA3)—Creative Reaction
James W. Sire, “Chris Chrisman Goes to State”

Dr. Roggenkamp

Prewriting: 

“The world was supposed to be a place where you graduated from high school, went to college, learned which ropes to grab and pull and which to leave swinging, got introduced to a profession, found a modestly beautiful ‘girl’ to marry a few months after college or after professional school, and then set forth to make your way as an adult.  And if you were a Christian you kept the faith, let people know you believed in Christ, perhaps even led a person or two to the Lord.”  (James Sire)
1. Respond to the above quotation from Sire’s piece.  Do the expectations that the character Chris Chrisman lists here seem reasonable to you?  Why or why not?
2. What do you remember of the first time you learned that not all people shared the same religious or spiritual beliefs, or of the first time you learned that the world was filled with many different religions?
3. What does the author of the article, James Sire, seem to think about Chris’s decision to “live and let live” rather than try to convert others?  How can you tell what he thinks?

Drafting: 
This assignment is a little different than the ones that we have already completed in that it asks you to exercise your “creative” brain.  Many people assume that college will be the time when students will test or maybe even lose their faith.  Some students do find it difficult to maintain the same level of attention to their religious beliefs while in college; perhaps others become more spiritual during the college years.  Some students may be shocked to encounter people who practice other religions or people who are not religious at all.  That’s the situation Sire into which James Sire puts his own fictional character, Chris Chrisman, in his work.  For this assignment, write your own “story” of encountering “the other” in college.  It doesn’t have to be about people of other religions—it can be about meeting people who are different from you in any way you like (economically, socially, sexually, intellectually, etc.).  You may make this an autobiographical piece if you’d like, or you can fictionalize partially or completely.  
Some questions to get you thinking:  

· Did you experience any “culture shock” when you began college, particularly in regard to religious or spiritual beliefs and practices?
· Did anyone else you know experience “culture shock?”

· How have students you know (including yourself) responded to people from religious traditions different from their own?  What stories can you tell about that encounter?

Timeline for WA3:

“Before you read” and “Now that you’ve read” questions
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“Prewriting” questions due
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First draft due (two typed copies)
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In-class peer workshops:





3/8 & 3/10
Complete unit folder due (with completed submission form): 
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Your name: 





Email: 





Place all of your work in a two-pocket folder in the order set forth below.  Please note that if you fail to include everything, I reserve the right to return the unit to you ungraded.  You don’t want this to happen, for it will undoubtedly produce extra work for you and painful consequences in your final grade for this course.

By initialing and signing below, you are confirming that your unit folder contains all of the work listed below, as required for the successful completion of the unit.

In the left pocket of your folder:
Place your initials in the blank to indicate that you are turning in each of these documents.  Place the following documents in the left pocket of your two-pocket folder, in the order listed.


_____  Response to “Before you read” and Now that you’ve read” questions
 
_____  Response to “Prewriting” questions

_____  All earlier drafts for Writing Assignment 3 (WA3)

_____  All written responses from peers gathered during in-class work-shopping

In the right pocket of your folder:

Place your initials in the blank to indicate that you are turning in each of these documents.  Place the following documents in the right pocket of your two-pocket folder, in the order listed.


_____  Signed Unit 3 Submission Form (this should be on top)


_____  Final copy of Writing Assignment 3 (WA3)

Certification:  All the work submitted in this unit folder is my own, and none of it violates the policies concerning intellectual honesty and plagiarism as stated in the course policy section of the syllabus.  I understand that violation of these policies will result in a failing grade for the unit and may lead to a failing grade for the class as well.
Your Signature






Date of Submission 

I will return your unit folder with my comments and a preliminary grade, generally within 7-10 school days after submission.  If you have questions about the grade or comments, please make an appointment to see me, as I will not discuss individual grades during class time.  Remember that you may raise your preliminary grade by completing an additional draft of the unit writing assignment and submitting it in your final portfolio (though a grade raise is of course not guaranteed).

Preliminary Grade: _____

PLEASE HEAD YOUR FINAL PAPER AS FOLLOWS:
Your name

Dr. Roggenkamp

English 101

9 February 2005

Title of paper centered in middle of page

OTHER TECHNICALITIES:
▫ 1 inch margins all around (many computers default to 1.25” on left and right margins.  You can change these margins in Microsoft Word by going to the “File” menu, then “Page Setup.” 

▫ Double-space entire paper

▫ 12 point font in a standard font like Times New Roman or Arial

▫  Indent new paragraphs 5 spaces (or one tab)

