English 101.004
Spring 2006

Dr. Roggenkamp


Unit 4: Shea, Schoenberger, and Denby Essays

I.  Reading and Reading Questions, due Wednesday 3/22

Read the following THREE essays for discussion on Wednesday, 3/22: “Sexual Tension” by Christopher Shea (pages 323-327), “Getting to Know About You and Me” by Chana Schoenberger (pages 328-330), and “Passion at Yale” by David Denby (pages 331-334).  Do not come to class unless you have read the essays and are ready to discuss them.

Also, for Wednesday 3/22 write out responses to the following questions:

1. Christopher Shea writes about attempts to ban “immoral” behavior on the campus of the University of Dallas.  The University of Dallas is a private, religious institution.  How does that affect what it can and cannot require of its students?

2. A student from the University of Dallas states, “Choosing the good because it’s your only choice is not a virtue.”  What do you take him to mean by this?  How do you respond?

3. What is Chana Schoenberger’s central purpose in writing her essay “Getting to Know about You and Me?”  
4. Should colleges take the responsibility of educating their students about the different religions represented on campus?  What or why not?

5. Can you think of any problems that might arise from living in a coed dorm?  What are they?  Can you think of any advantages?  What are they?

6. In the essay “Passion at Yale,” what are the Yale Five’s objections to living in a coed dorm?  What do you think of those objections?

7. What might the Yale Five argue if someone were to tell them that they should go to a school other than Yale if they object to Yale’s requirements?

II.  Prewriting Questions, due Friday 3/24

We will begin drafting the writing assignment for Unit 4 on Friday 3/24.  Write out responses to the following questions for Friday 3/24.

1. How would you define “immoral” behavior in the context of the university, and in terms of students’ responsibility toward the university?  How would you define “freedom” in this context?

2.  Respond to the following quotation from Chana Schoenberger’s essay “Getting to Know About You and Me”:  “People who are suspicious when they find out I’m Jewish usually don’t know much about Judaism.  I would much prefer them to hate or distrust me because of something I’ve done, instead of them hating me on the basis of prejudice.”  How would you paraphrase what Schoenberger is saying here?
3. Respond to the following quotation from David Denby’s “Passion at Yale”:  “If universities continue to humor every group’s sensitivities, then what is to stop blacks from demanding protection from expose to white students, gays from exposure to straights, fundamentalist Christians from exposure to Jews and Muslims?”  The implication of this quote is that exposure to people who are different than you is actually something that promotes tolerance and respect.  Do you agree?  Why or why not?
III. Paper topic, begin drafting in class on Friday 3/24.  Typed rough draft due Wednesday 3/29.
For this paper, I want you to take a position inspired by the three essays we have read for this unit, essays that each deal with questions of tolerance, diversity, and respect, versus the practice of particular religious beliefs that may stand in the way of tolerance, diversity, and respect.  Your job: find a position that brings the ideas of the three essays together in some argumentative fashion.  I’m going to put down a couple of examples, one of which you may use, of positions that could be turned into thesis statements for the paper.  Your job is to USE the EVIDENCE supplied in the essays to argue your case.

Position 1:  Universities would be more effective if they promoted (or were more tolerant of?) homogeneity among their students.

Position 2:  Universities have a responsibility to promote diversity, tolerance, and respect.

You can use one of these positions as a thesis, or you can craft your own!
IV. Unit folders due Monday 4/10

