English 101.004
Spring 2006
Unit 5 Writing Assignment (WA5)
Karen Armstrong, Introduction to Muhammad: A Biography of the Prophet
Dr. Roggenkamp

Prewriting: 

“Our dramatically shrunken world has revealed our inescapable connection with one another.  We can no longer think of ourselves as separate from people in distant parts of the globe and leaven them to their own fate.  We have a responsibility to each other and face common dangers.”   (Karen Armstrong)
1. Respond to the above quotation from Armstrong’s piece.  Do you agree with her that we have a responsibility to people around the globe of faiths other than our own?  What exactly is our responsibility, in your view?
2. What, if anything, should colleges in “the Bible Belt” do to educate students about Islam or about other religions that are not as common in this area of the country?

3. Writing from her vantage point in 1992, Armstrong said that religious fundamentalism has “surfaced in most religions and seems to be a world-wide response to the peculiar strain of late-twentieth-century life” (338).  Would you agree with her on this point?  Do you think this point is even more true in our post-9-11 world?

Drafting: 
This assignment will be a little different in that you will have a couple of options for your topic:
Choice 1:  Write a paper that takes a position on the following statement made by Armstrong: “The United States should be concerned about how to regain the sympathy and respect that [the West] once enjoyed in the Muslim world.”  Do you agree or disagree with such a statement?
Choice 2:  Assess the representation of Muslims and Islam as seen in the United States media, which could include portrayals in such media as TV and print newspapers and magazines, cartoons (especially editorial cartoons), letters to the editor, characters on TV shows or in movies, and advertisements.
Timeline for WA5:

“Before” and “After” reading questions due:
 

April 3
Pre-writing questions due:





April 7
Rough draft due:






April 12
Peer workshops:






April 12 and April 17
Complete unit folder due (with completed submission form): 
April 24
English 101.004
Dr. Karen Roggenkamp

Spring 2006
Unit 5 Submission Form

Your name: 





Email: 





Place all of your work in a two-pocket folder in the order set forth below.  Please note that if you fail to include everything, I reserve the right to return the unit to you un-graded.  You don’t want this to happen, for it will undoubtedly produce extra work for you and painful consequences in your final grade for this course.

By initialing and signing below, you are confirming that your unit folder contains all of the work listed below, as required for the successful completion of the unit.

In the left pocket of your folder:
Place your initials in the blank to indicate that you are turning in each of these documents.  Place the following documents in the left pocket of your two-pocket folder, in the order listed.


_____  Response to “Before you read” and Now that you’ve read” questions
 
_____  Response to “Prewriting” questions

_____  All earlier drafts for Writing Assignment 5 (WA5)

_____  All written responses from peers gathered during in-class work-shopping

In the right pocket of your folder:

Place your initials in the blank to indicate that you are turning in each of these documents.  Place the following documents in the right pocket of your two-pocket folder, in the order listed.


_____  Signed Unit 5 Submission Form (this should be on top)


_____  Final copy of Writing Assignment 5 (WA5)

Certification:  All the work submitted in this unit folder is my own, and none of it violates the policies concerning intellectual honesty and plagiarism as stated in the course policy section of the syllabus.  I understand that violation of these policies will result in a failing grade for the unit and may lead to a failing grade for the class as well.
Your Signature






Date of Submission 

I will return your unit folder with my comments and a preliminary grade, generally within 7-10 school days after submission.  If you have questions about the grade or comments, please make an appointment to see me, as I will not discuss individual grades during class time.  Remember that you may raise your preliminary grade by completing an additional draft of the unit writing assignment and submitting it in your final portfolio (though a grade raise is of course not guaranteed).

